


A Message from 
Secretary of State 

Jesse White

Being knowledgeable about how government operates is key to an 
informed and involved citizenry. To assist in that effort, I am pleased to
present the 2011-2012 Illinois Handbook of Government. In an age of quick
access to information via the Internet, the Handbook represents a traditional,
time-honored resource for Illinois government information. For those 
who prefer an electronic format, the Handbook also is available at
www.cyber drive illinois.com.

As State Librarian, I am proud to feature the Illinois State Library on the
cover along with an article on page 3. Established in 1839, the State Library
has expanded its reach to provide library and literacy programs and serv-
ices statewide, while maintaining its original mission of serving state offi-
cials and employees. Named after the late Illinois Poet Laureate, the Illinois
State Library Gwendolyn Brooks Building has a strong foundation as the
premier information resource for state government as well as the general
public. I encourage you to learn more about the State Library and what it
has to offer by visiting www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

As with tradition, the Handbook continues to feature photos and con -
tact information for Illinois constitutional officers, legislators and members
of Congress, as well as descriptions of the three branches of government. It
also includes the U.S. and Illinois Constitutions to help students and those
wanting to become U.S. citizens study for the required constitution exams.

I hope you find the Illinois Handbook of Government a valuable resource
in learning more about state government and your elected officials.

JESSE WHITE
Secretary of State 
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ILLINOIS STATE LIBRARY
Established February 22, 1839

The Illinois State Library in Springfield serves as the official information re-
source for Illinois government, and provides patrons electronic access to worldwide
information systems and collections. The State Library coordinates Illinois’ regional
library systems and more than 5,000 public, school, academic and special libraries.
The library is open to the public and promotes reading and literacy through a variety
of programs and services. The Secretary of State serves as State Librarian.

The State Library is a regional depository of federal documents and coordinates
the distribution of Illinois governmental publications to libraries throughout the
state, as well as to the Library of Congress. The library also boasts the second-largest
map collection in the country, including more than 189,000 maps, with special em -
phasis on Illinois maps.

Established on Feb. 22, 1839, the first State Library opened in the Old State
Capitol the following December. As a state legislator, Abraham Lincoln was the first
person to borrow a book from the State Library. The library later was housed in the
State Capitol and the Howlett Building.

Dedicated on June 20, 1990, the current State Library building across from the
State Capitol spans 164,000 square feet and has 15 miles of compact shelving. The
atrium reaches 80 feet high and the floor is made of Italian Carrara marble. 

On June 6, 2003, Secretary of State Jesse White hosted a ceremony renaming the
building the Illinois State Library Gwendolyn Brooks Building in honor of the long-
time Illinois Poet Laureate who died in 2000.

The names of 35 famous Illinois authors are etched on the building’s outside
fourth-floor frieze. Of those authors, Ray Bradbury is the only one still living. The
first-floor Illinois Authors Room houses an extensive collection of first edition and
signed copies of works by Illinois authors. In 1999, then-state Senator Barack Obama
presented the library a copy of his memoir, Dreams From My Father. A photo and
plaque marking the event are displayed in the Authors Room.

The Illinois State Library Gwendolyn Brooks Building at 300 S. Second St. is
open 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, except state holidays. For more
information about the library, visit www.cyberdriveillinois.com.
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FEDERAL-STATE
GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

Under the U.S. Constitution, the nation is a federal republic that splits govern-
ing powers between the federal government and the states. The federal government
is organized into three branches: Executive, Legislative and Judicial. The President of
the United States heads the Executive Branch and carries out the laws passed by
Congress. The Legislative Branch is made up of the U.S. Senate and U.S. House of
Representatives. The court system, headed by the U.S. Supreme Court, makes up the
Judicial Branch and interprets the laws.

State Powers: The U.S. Supreme Court has the final authority in any disputes,
such as constitutional issues or treaties, between the states and the federal govern-
ment. States cannot prevent the federal government from exercising its powers under
the U.S. Constitution. However, the states do retain powers as specified in the 10th
Amendment, one of the 10 amendments known as the Bill of Rights, which states:
“The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited
by it to the States, are reserved to their States respectively, or to the people.”

Amendments and Elections: The federal government depends on the states for
two major responsibilities: approving amendments to the U.S. Constitution and the
election of federal officials. Amendments must be proposed by a two-thirds vote of
both houses of Congress and ratified by three-fourths of state legislatures or special
conventions. Subject to some limitations, the states have the right to determine the
voting ballot form, conduct the elections, and tabulate and certify election results.

Intergovernmental Cooperation: State governments cooperate with the federal
government in many ways, including the implementation of joint law enforcement
programs to prevent and detect crime, and the allocation of federal grants for specif-
ic purposes such as transportation construction or safety programs. In Illinois, feder-
al aid accounts for about one-quarter of total state revenues. Of that, about 50 percent
consists of federal reimbursements for public assistance expenditures.
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U.S. SENATORS FROM ILLINOIS
112th Congress

Dick Durbin of Springfield is Illinois’ 47th U.S.
Senator. First elected to the Senate in 1996 to fill the seat
vacated by his political mentor, the late U.S. Senator Paul
Simon, Durbin was re-elected in 2002 and 2008. He has
served as Majority Whip since January 2007, the second-
highest ranking position in the Senate, and previously
served as Minority Whip. In addition to seats on the
Judiciary and Foreign Relations Committees, Durbin
also serves on the Senate Appropriations Committee. In
his decade on the committee he has helped secure fund-
ing for everything from veterans care and schools to
highways and health-care clinics.

During his three terms in the Senate, Durbin has
focused on economic development, education, trans-

portation and access to affordable, quality health care. He also has pushed for cam-
paign finance reform, worked to protect children from tobacco marketing and gun
violence, championed Illinois farmers and promoted ethanol production.

Durbin began his public service to the people of Illinois in 1982 when he was
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives serving the 20th Congressional District.
He and his wife, Loretta, have three children (one deceased) and one grandchild.

711 Hart Bldg., Washington, D.C., 20510; (202) 224-2152; www.durbin.senate.gov
230 S. Dearborn St., Ste. 3892, Chicago, IL 60604; (312) 353-4952

Mark Kirk of Highland Park won simultaneous
elections to the U.S. Senate on Nov. 2, 2010. A special
election allowed Kirk to complete the term of U.S.
Senator Roland Burris, who was appointed in December
2008 to fill the seat vacated by Barack Obama. Kirk also
won the general election for a six-year Senate term com-
mencing on Jan. 4, 2011. He serves on the Senate’s
Appropriations; Banking; Health; Education; Labor and
Pensions; and Aging Committees. 

Kirk was first elected to serve the people of Illinois
in 2000, winning a U.S. House seat representing the 10th
Congressional District. He was re-elected four times,
serving until his election to the U.S. Senate.

Prior to his 10 years as a U.S. Representative, Kirk
served on the staff of former Congressman John Porter, as a special assistant with the
U.S. State Department, and as a staff member for the U.S. House International Re -
lations Committee. A U.S. Navy Reserves veteran, Kirk was born in Champaign and
resides in Highland Park.

387 Russell Bldg., Washington, D.C., 20510; (202) 224-2854; www.kirk.senate.gov
230 S. Dearborn St., Ste. 3900, Chicago, IL 60604; (312) 886-2117

DICK DURBIN (D)

MARK KIRK (R)
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BOBBY L. RUSH (D)
1st Congressional District

2268 Rayburn Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-4372
700 E. 79th St.

Chicago, IL 60619
(773) 224-6500

www.house.gov/rush

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR. (D)
2nd Congressional District

2419 Rayburn Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-0773
17926 S. Halsted

Homewood, IL 60430
(708) 798-6000

www.jackson.house.gov

DANIEL LIPINSKI (D)
3rd Congressional District
1717 Longworth Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-5701

6245 S. Archer Ave.
Chicago, IL 60638

(312) 886-0481
www.lipinski.house.gov

LUIS V. GUTIERREZ (D)
4th Congressional District

2266 Rayburn Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-8203
2201 W. North Ave.
Chicago, IL 60647

(773) 342-0774
www.gutierrez.house.gov

MIKE QUIGLEY (D)
5th Congressional District
1124 Longworth Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-4061

3742 W. Irving Park Rd.
Chicago, IL 60618

(773) 267-5926
www.quigley.house.gov

PETER ROSKAM (R)
6th Congressional District

227 Cannon Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-4561
150 S. Bloomingdale Rd., Ste. 200

Bloomingdale, IL 60108
(630) 893-9670

www.roskam.house.gov

Illinois is drawn into 19 congressional districts with one Representative elected
from each district to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives for a two-year term.
In the November 2010 general election, four U.S. House Democratic seats from
Illinois were lost to Republicans. The Illinois congressional delegation now includes
11 Republican and eight Democratic Representatives. 

The 112th Congress convened on Jan. 3, 2011, and will end Jan. 3, 2013.

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES FROM ILLINOIS
112th Congress
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DANNY K. DAVIS (D)
7th Congressional District

2159 Rayburn Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-5006
3333 W. Arthington St., Ste. 130

Chicago, IL 60624
(773) 533-7520

www.davis.house.gov

JOE WALSH (R)
8th Congressional District

432 Cannon Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-3711
50 E. Grand Ave.

Fox Lake, IL 60020
(847) 973-9341

www.walsh.house.gov

JAN SCHAKOWSKY (D)
9th Congressional District

2367 Rayburn Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-2111
5533 N. Broadway St.

Chicago, IL 60640
(773) 506-7100

www.schakowsky.house.gov

ROBERT DOLD (R)
10th Congressional District

212 Cannon Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-4835
650 Dundee Rd., Ste. 380

Northbrook, IL 60062
(847) 940-0202

www.dold.house.gov

ADAM KINZINGER (R)
11th Congressional District

1218 Longworth Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-3635
2701 Black Rd., Ste. 201

Joliet, IL 60435
(815) 729-2308

www.kinzinger.house.gov

JERRY F. COSTELLO (D)
12th Congressional District

2408 Rayburn Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-5661
144 Lincoln Place Ct., Ste. 4

Belleville, IL 62221
(618) 233-8026

www.costello.house.gov

RANDY HULTGREN (R)
14th Congressional District

427 Cannon Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-2976
1797 State St., Ste. A

Geneva, IL 60134
(630) 232-7104

www.hultgren.house.gov

TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON (R)
15th Congressional District

1207 Longworth Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-2371
202 N. Prospect Rd., Ste. 203

Bloomington, IL 61704
(309) 663-7049

www.timjohnson.house.gov

JUDY BIGGERT (R)
13th Congressional District

2113 Cannon Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-3515
6262 S. Route 83, Ste. 305

Willowbrook, IL 60527
(630) 655-2052

www.judybiggert.house.gov
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DON MANZULLO (R)
16th Congressional District

2228 Rayburn Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-5676
415 S. Mulford Rd.
Rockford, IL 61108

(815) 394-1231
www.manzullo.house.gov

BOBBY SCHILLING (R)
17th Congressional District

507 Cannon Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-5905
3000 41st St., Ste. 2
Moline, IL 61265

(309) 757-7630
www.schilling.house.gov

AARON SCHOCK (R)
18th Congressional District

328 Cannon Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-6201
100 N.E. Monroe St., Rm. 100

Peoria, IL 61602
(309) 671-7027

www.schock.house.gov

JOHN SHIMKUS (R)
19th Congressional District

2452 Rayburn Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-5271
240 Regency Centre
Collinsville, IL 62234

(618) 344-3065
www.shimkus.house.gov

Courtesy Architect of the Capitol
A view of the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.
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Note: A new congressional 
district map will be drawn in
late 2011 based on 2010 Census
figures.

Congressional Districts of Illinois
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Congressional Districts of Northeastern Illinois

Note: A new congressional district map
will be drawn in late 2011 based on 2010
Census figures.
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The Constitution of the State of Illinois, the governing document of the state,
was first adopted in 1818 after Illinois was admitted to the Union as the 21st state.
The current version of the Illinois Constitution, adopted in 1970, extended anti-dis-
crimination and health environment rights, granted home-rule rights to larger
cities and counties to tax and rule without state authorization, and gave line-item
veto power to the Governor to eliminate specific provisions in legislation.

Branches: Like the federal government, Illinois government consists of Ex -
ecutive, Legislative and Judicial Branches to check and balance each other’s powers.
The Governor heads the Executive Branch and shares authority with five other elect-
ed constitutional officers: Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State,
Comptroller and Treasurer. As chief executive, the Governor controls the state budg-
et, appoints department administrators and reports to the General Assembly annual-
ly on the condition of the state.

The General Assembly heads the Legislative Branch, made up of the 59-mem-
ber Senate and the 118-member House of Representatives. The General Assembly
introduces and passes legislation involving policy and administration of state and
local affairs, taxes and spending.

The Supreme Court heads the Judicial Branch, which comprises five
Appellate Court districts and 22 judicial circuits. The seven-member Supreme
Court interprets the Illinois Constitution and laws and hears final arguments in
certain legal cases.

Local Governments: The powers and responsibilities of local governments,
including their ability to raise revenue and enter into debt, are dependent on state
statutes. Illinois has 6,903 units of local government, more than any other state.
General purpose units, the main form of local government, have multiple func-
tions and provide basic services such as police, fire, roads, sewer, water and pub-
lic health services. These local government units include county (102); municipal,
including cities, villages and towns (1,291); and township (1,431 in 85 counties).

Unlike general purpose units, special purpose districts (4,079) are dedicated to
a single purpose and their boundaries cross the boundaries of other local govern-
ments. School districts (934) may be the most familiar, but special districts provide
many other types of services such as parks and recreation, library facilities, soil
conservation and drainage.

Political Party System: The two major political parties, Republican and Dem -
ocrat, are responsible for the conduct of public affairs in the state as well as the na-
tion. Political parties were not established by the Constitution, but by 1870 the
basic party names and structures were established and have continued to this day. 

Executive Branch

ILLINOIS GOVERNMENT

ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION

Legislative Branch Judicial Branch
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For more information on Illinois government, visit www.illinois.gov.
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GOVERNOR

Pat Quinn (Democrat) was sworn in as the
41st Governor of Illinois on Jan. 29, 2009. He won
election to a full term on Nov. 2, 2010.

Governor Quinn has focused on restoring in-
tegrity to state government and, in his first official
act, signed an executive order establishing the
Illinois Reform Commission to examine ethics
rules and practices in state government. He also
led passage of fundamental legislation to return
integrity to the state pension boards, ensure state
agency compliance with Freedom of Information
laws and increase transparency of state boards
and commissions.

Dedicated to investing in Illinois’ economy,
Quinn worked with the General Assembly to pass
a $31 billion capital construction jobs program to
create and retain more than 436,000 jobs over six
years. Since taking office he has made tough, re-
sponsible choices to ensure that the state of Illinois
can afford to pay its bills.

Quinn has served the people of Illinois for
more than 30 years as both a citizen and a public

official. He has organized grassroots petition drives signed by more than 4 million
voters, walked across the state in support of decent health care for all, and proposed
historic tax reform for working families. He was elected Lieutenant Governor in
2002 and re-elected in 2006, serving until his succession to Governor, and served
one term as State Treasurer from 1991 to 1995. He also served as commissioner of
the Cook County Board of (Property) Tax Appeals and as revenue director for the
City of Chicago.

As Lieutenant Governor, Quinn created the Illinois Military Family Relief Act,
which provides financial assistance to families of Illinois National Guard members
and reservists called to active duty. The fund has distributed more than $10 million
to Illinois military families. 

Quinn was born and raised in Hinsdale and graduated from Northwestern
University School of Law and Georgetown University School of Foreign Service. He
is the father of two sons. 

Office of the Governor
The Governor is the chief executive of the state, responsible for the administra-

tion of all areas of the Executive Branch. The Governor appoints administrators and
department directors, subject to approval by the Illinois Senate, and holds general
administrative responsibility over several semi-independent boards and commis-
sions. The Governor annually presents a proposed state budget to the General
Assembly and reports on the condition of the state, setting priorities and direction.
The Governor also grants pardons and reprieves; calls special legislative sessions;
approves or vetoes legislation; approves state construction contracts; and serves as
commander-in-chief of the state’s military forces.

PAT QUINN
207 State Capitol

Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-6830

www.illinois.gov



LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Sheila Simon (Democrat) was elected Lieu -
tenant Governor on Nov. 2, 2010, filling the post
vacated since January 2008 when former Lieu -
tenant Governor Pat Quinn succeeded to Gover -
nor. Simon is the second woman to serve as
Lieu tenant Governor. 

Simon brings to the office a legacy of public
service. She served on the Carbondale City Council
for four years, where she was a conservative stew-
ard of the city’s budget and an advocate for open,
ethical government. Her record on ethics made her
a natural choice for service on the Governor’s
Illinois Reform Commission, which helped estab-
lish the first political contribution limits in Illinois.

Simon is leading by example when it comes to
open, honest public service. In her first weeks as
Lieutenant Governor, she released a personal finan-
cial statement empowering taxpayers to learn if she
is serving their interests or has any conflicts of in-
terest. Working with good government groups, she
is advocating the next wave of ethics reform.

With many of the Lieutenant Governor’s re-
sponsibilities dealing with rural and small-town Illinois, Simon’s deep roots in
Southern Illinois and her background in city and county government help provide a
voice for rural Illinois in the State House. As the Governor’s point person on educa-
tion reform, Simon is committed to standing up for Illinois children and promoting
quality education — preschool through college — across the state. She also is com-
mitted to bringing together educational resources, large and small businesses, non-
profit organizations and international contacts to prepare Illinois for jobs in an
increasingly green and global future. 

Simon has a longtime commitment to addressing and preventing violence, par-
ticularly against women and children. As an assistant state’s attorney in Jackson
County, she prosecuted DUIs and domestic battery cases. She also developed and su-
pervised Southern Illinois University School of Law’s Domestic Violence Clinic,
which serves clients and trains law students.

Simon graduated from Wittenburg University in 1983 and from Georgetown
University Law Center in 1987. She lives in Carbondale with her husband, Perry
Knop, and they have two daughters.

Office of the Lieutenant Governor
The Lieutenant Governor is the first in line for the governorship. The office han-

dles a variety of responsibilities delegated by statute and assigned by the Governor.
These duties include serving as chair of the Governor’s Rural Affairs Council, River
Coordinating Councils and Green Government Coordinating Council, and as a mem-
ber of the Interagency Military Base Support and Economic Development Com -
mittee. The Lieutenant Governor also serves as the Governor’s point person on
education reform.

14

SHEILA SIMON
214 State Capitol

Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 558-3089

www2.illinois.gov/ltgov



ATTORNEY GENERAL

Lisa Madigan (Democrat) was elected to a
third term as Attorney General on Nov. 2, 2010. She
is the first woman to hold the office and the senior-
most female Attorney General in the country.

As Illinois’ chief legal officer, Madigan has es-
tablished a national reputation for aggressive ef-
forts to protect consumers, safeguard communities
and promote open, honest government. She led the
crackdown against the country’s largest predatory
lenders, including a landmark $8.7 billion settle-
ment against Countrywide, and served as a key
proponent in the campaign for federal financial re-
form in the wake of the economic meltdown.
Madigan has launched a series of initiatives to pro-
tect consumers from identity theft and unsafe chil-
dren’s products. She continues to educate
consumers about emerging scams, mediate con-
sumer complaints, and file lawsuits to stop fraud-
ulent practices and recover losses on behalf of
consumers.

Madigan has championed tougher sanctions
against sexual predators and stronger laws to pro-

tect women and children from domestic violence, including making Illinois the first
state to mandate testing of sexual assault evidence. She also leads a statewide task
force focused on investigating and prosecuting online child exploitation. To help pro-
tect nursing home residents from abuse, Madigan created a groundbreaking initiative
that sends investigators on unannounced visits to facilities to ensure compliance with
resident safety standards. Her office also has provided training to prosecutors and
police to improve the response to methamphetamine production and use, and
worked to curb access to the drug.

Madigan created the state’s first-ever Public Access Counselor and led the effort
to strengthen Illinois’ Freedom of Information and Open Meetings Acts. She also cre-
ated a Public Integrity Unit to investigate fraud, waste and abuse. Since 2003, the
Attorney General’s office has collected more than $7 billion in revenue for the state.

Before becoming Attorney General, Madigan served in the state Senate and was
a litigator for a Chicago law firm. She also worked as a teacher and community ad-
vocate, developing after-school programs to help kids stay away from drugs and
gangs, and volunteered as a high school teacher in South Africa during apartheid.

Madigan earned her bachelor’s degree from Georgetown University and re-
ceived her J.D. from Loyola University Chicago School of Law. She and her husband,
Pat Byrnes, have two daughters.

Office of the Attorney General
The Attorney General is the lawyer for the state and the people of Illinois. The

Attorney General acts as an advocate to protect consumers, safeguard children and
communities, preserve the environment, uphold Illinois’ open government laws, and
defend the rights of Illinois’ most vulnerable residents.
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LISA MADIGAN
100 W. Randolph St.

Chicago, IL 60601
(312) 814-3000

www.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov



SECRETARY OF STATE

Jesse White (Democrat) was first elected
Secretary of State in 1998, becoming the first
African-American to hold the office. He won land-
slide re-election campaigns in 2002 and 2006, and
again on Nov. 2, 2010. 

White has brought integrity and innovation to
the office, including managing the largest distribu-
tion of new license plates in state history. He has
fought for tougher DUI laws, reformed the Com -
mercial Driver’s License program and introduced
the office’s first online services. White also strength -
ened his Inspector General’s office, giving it more
investigative authority.

A strong proponent of traffic safety, White’s
latest initiative, effective Jan. 1, 2011, cracks down
on excessive speeders by prohibiting court supervi-
sion if ticketed for driving 40 mph or more above
the speed limit. He chaired a Distracted Driving
Task Force in 2009, which led to passage of laws
banning texting while driving and using a cell
phone while driving in school and construction
zones. White’s efforts to strengthen the state’s driv-

er licensing program for young drivers are credited for a 50 percent drop in teen traf-
fic deaths. White also partnered with Mothers Against Drunk Driving to require
first-time DUI offenders to install a Breath Alcohol Ignition Interlock Device (BAIID)
on their vehicles in order to maintain driving privileges.

The Secretary of State’s Organ/Tissue Donor Program serves as a model for oth-
er states. Illinois’ donor registry has climbed to more than 5.6 million potential donors. 

Prior to becoming Secretary of State, White served 16 years in the General
Assembly and was Cook County Recorder of Deeds from 1992 to 1998. He founded
the internationally known Jesse White Tumbling Team in 1959, and has spent the last
52 years working with the team to help keep at-risk youth drug-free and in school.

White earned his B.S. degree from Alabama State College, and served our country
as a paratrooper in the U.S. Army’s 101st Airborne Division and as a member of the
Illinois National Guard. He also played professional baseball with the Chicago Cubs
organization, followed by a 33-year career as a teacher and administrator with Chicago
public schools. Born in Alton in 1934, White now lives on Chicago’s near-north side.

Office of the Secretary of State
The Secretary of State’s office is the largest and most diverse office of its kind in

the nation, providing more direct services to Illinois citizens than any other public
agency. The office issues vehicle license plates and titles; licenses drivers and main-
tains driver records; registers corporations; enforces the Illinois Securities Act; and
administers the state’s organ/tissue donor registry. As State Librarian, the Secretary
of State oversees State Library and literacy programs, and as State Archivist main-
tains records of legal and historical value housed in the Illinois State Archives.
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COMPTROLLER

Judy Baar Topinka (Republican) was sworn
in as State Comptroller on Jan. 10, 2011, becoming
the first woman in Illinois history to serve in two
state constitutional offices. Topinka also served as
State Treasurer from 1995 to 2007 — the first
woman to hold that office and the first State
Treasurer to be elected to three consecutive terms.

A recognized and respected taxpayer watch-
dog, Topinka has a reputation for speaking up
against the mismanagement of public funds. As
State Treasurer, she took a business-oriented ap-
proach to the office — streamlining banking, col-
lection and investment processes; utilizing the
latest technology; and accumulating record invest-
ment earnings for the state. She also developed
low-interest loan programs to encourage commu-
nity and job development and provide financial
support to vital social service programs.

Topinka began her public service to the state
of Illinois in 1980 as a state Representative from the
western Chicago suburbs. She launched a success-
ful bid for the state Senate in 1984, where she

served for a decade before being elected State Treasurer in 1994. In 2002, she was
elected to a two-year term as chair of the Illinois Republican Party — the first woman
to lead a major party in Illinois.

Prior to her public service, Topinka established herself as an accomplished jour-
nalist, including 11 years as a reporter and editor for several award-winning subur-
ban Chicago newspapers. In 2008, she established the Smart Women, Smart Money
Education Foundation, a not-for-profit financial counseling agency that helps fami-
lies facing foreclosure save their homes. Her achievements as a journalist and public
servant have earned her awards from more than 250 civic, business, professional and
social service organizations.

Topinka was born in the Chicago suburb of Riverside and earned her B.S. degree
from Northwestern University Medill School of Journalism in 1966. She resides in
Riverside and has one son who is a major in the U.S. Army and a granddaughter.

Office of the Comptroller
The Comptroller is the chief fiscal control officer for Illinois government,

charged with maintaining the state’s central fiscal accounts and ordering payments
into and out of the appropriate funds. To fulfill these duties, the Comptroller has es-
tablished accounting standards for use by all state agencies. Maintaining the official
records regarding state government’s fiscal affairs, the Comptroller serves as a clear-
inghouse for financial information.

17

JUDY BAAR TOPINKA
201 State Capitol

Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-6000

www.ioc.state.il.us



TREASURER

Dan Rutherford (Republican) was elected
State Treasurer on Nov. 2, 2010. As a former state
legislator, Rutherford understands the fiscal chal-
lenges that face Illinois. As Treasurer, he has
pledged to be a strong voice for fiscal responsibili-
ty, streamlining the office and reducing costs. He
also is committed to bringing the business sector’s
principled fiscal management to state government
and to stimulating economic and job development. 

On his first day in office, Rutherford immedi-
ately moved to streamline operations by announc-
ing the closure of six satellite offices, which had
duplicated information and services available on-
line and by phone. While the closings represent a
small cost savings, they signify Rutherford’s
broader objective to evaluate every aspect of the
Treasurer’s office for improvements in service and
cost savings for taxpayers. This objective prompts
another goal to make more information and serv-
ices available online so the Treasurer’s office is just
a few clicks away.

Because the primary responsibility of the
State Treasurer is to wisely invest taxpayers’ money for the maximum return,
Rutherford’s priorities are to ensure that state investments are as protected as possi-
ble from market fluctuations and to assure taxpayers that all funds will be properly
managed. As the state’s banker, Rutherford is responsible for investing more than
$15 billion in taxpayer dollars. As such, he has instituted a weekly review of portfo-
lio performances in the Treasurer’s office to prevent potential losses.

Before being elected State Treasurer, Rutherford spent 18 years in the General
Assembly, including 10 years as a Representative for the 87th District and as a
Senator in the 53rd Legislative District from 2003 to 2010. He also has been a busi-
nessman in the private sector for the past 25 years.

Rutherford was born in Pontiac in 1955 and received his B.S. degree in business
administration from Illinois State University. He has traveled to every continent and
is a conservationist, personally establishing wildlife habitats and planting thousands
of trees and shrubs at his home in rural Livingston County.

Office of the Treasurer
The Treasurer is the state’s chief investment officer, investing a portfolio of ap-

proximately $10 billion in state funds and $5.5 billion for local governments to in-
crease their rates of return. The Treasurer’s office also administers the Cultivate,
Employ and Opportunity Illinois low-interest loan programs to enhance communi-
ties and encourage economic growth. The Unclaimed Property Division aims to re-
unite more than $1.5 billion in lost and abandoned property with its rightful owners.
The office’s Financial Education Division conducts conferences and workshops
statewide on personal savings, debt reduction and wealth accumulation.
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AUDITOR GENERAL

William G. Holland was nominated by the 87th
General Assembly as Illinois’ second Auditor
General in August 1992. He was unanimously reap-
pointed to a second 10-year term in August 2002.

Holland began his government career as a
legislative intern in the Illinois House. In 1978, he
was appointed director of the House Majority
Appropriations staff, and in 1980, he was appoint-
ed the first director of the General Assembly’s
Washington office. From 1983 to 1992, he served
as chief of staff for the Illinois Senate President.

Under Holland’s leadership, the Auditor
General’s office has been recognized with several
NSAA Excellence in Accountability Awards for per-
formance audits. The office also received the Impact
Award from the National Legislative Program
Evaluation Society for audits released in recent
years. The award is given annually for audit reports
that demonstrate significant dollar savings, pro-
gram improvements and impact on public policies.

Holland is a member and treasurer of the
National Association of State Auditors, Comp -

trollers and Treasurers, where he serves on several committees, including Executive,
Budget, Personnel and Strategic Planning. He also is a member and past president
of the National State Auditors’ Association, and serves on the U.S. Government
Accountability Office’s Domestic Working Group, appointed by the U.S. Comp -
troller General. He was a member of the inaugural class of the Samuel K. Gove
Illinois Legislative Internship Hall of Fame.

In 2007, Holland received the William R. Snodgrass Leadership Award from
the National State Auditors’ Association for his distinctive leadership and contribu-
tions on state government auditing. He received the Motorola Excellence in Public
Service Award in 2001, given annually to a non-elected public official who has im-
proved the lives of citizens through leadership, teamwork and innovation. 

Holland graduated from Seattle University in Seattle, Washington. He has
three children and three grandchildren and resides in Springfield.

Office of the Auditor General
Through the Illinois Constitution and the Illinois State Auditing Act, the

Auditor General is vested with the responsibility of auditing and reviewing the re-
ceipt, obligation and use of all State of Illinois funds. As a principal agent of legisla-
tive oversight and public disclosure, the Auditor General conducts the Illinois Post
Audit Program, which strengthens control over government activity by providing
accountability to the people of Illinois and their elected representatives. The Illinois
Constitution, the State Auditing Act and the Post Audit Program provide a system
to help ensure that the General Assembly, which appropriates funds and sets pro-
gram and policy goals, has the means to review expenditures and results. 
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Illinois State Budget
The Illinois Constitution requires the Governor to present a state budget to the

General Assembly for the upcoming fiscal year. The Governor’s Office of Man -
agement and Budget (GOMB) is responsible for estimating revenues and developing
budget recommendations that reflect the Governor’s programs and spending priori-
ties. The GOMB analyzes the allocation of resources for state agency programs and
budgets, evaluates personnel and operating needs, and manages the state’s capital
program, which includes expenditures for infrastructure projects such as roads,
bridges and schools, and programs such as environmental and energy. For more de-
tails on the state budget, visit www.illinois.gov.

Fiscal Year 2011 Operating Appropriations by Major Purpose

All Funds Total — $51.7 Billion General Funds Total — $24.5 Billion

All Appropriated Funds — $52.8 Billion General Funds — $27.4 Billion

Fiscal Year 2011 Revenues by Source
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Major State Departments & Agencies
Department on Aging — Charles D. Johnson, Director
Works to improve the quality of life for Illinois’ older citizens by helping them live
independently in their own homes and communities. 
421 E. Capitol Ave., Ste. 100, Springfield, IL 62701........................................(217) 785-3356 
160 N. LaSalle St., Ste. N-700, Chicago, IL 60601 ..........................................(312) 814-2630 
Senior HelpLine (toll free) ..............................(800) 252-8966 (Voice); (888) 206-1327 (TTY)

Department of Agriculture — Thomas E. Jennings, Director
Promotes and regulates the agricultural industry to encourage farming and agribusi-
ness while protecting Illinois consumers and natural resources. Operates the Illinois
State Fair and the DuQuoin State Fair.
State Fairgrounds, P.O. Box 19281, Springfield, IL 62794 ............................ (217) 782-2172

Department of Central Management Services — James P. Sledge, Director
Provides a broad range of programs and services to state agencies and the general
public, ranging from procurement and information technology expertise, to person-
nel and benefits, to management of many state-owned properties.
715 Stratton Bldg., Springfield, IL 62706 ........................................................(217) 782-2141
100 W. Randolph St., 4th Fl., Chicago, IL 60601 ............................................(312) 814-2141

Department of Children & Family Services — Erwin McEwen, Director
Acts in the best interest of every child it serves by helping families provide a safe
environment for their children and strengthening families at risk of abuse or neglect.
406 E. Monroe St., Springfield, IL 62701 ........................................................(217) 785-2509
100 W. Randolph St., Ste. 6-200, Chicago, IL 60601 ......................................(312) 814-6800

Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity — Warren Ribley, Director
Administers economic and workforce development initiatives in partnership with
businesses, local governments, workers and families to create and retain high-quality
jobs and build strong communities.
500 E. Monroe St., Springfield, IL 62701 ........................................................(217) 782-7500
100 W. Randolph St., Ste. 3-400, Chicago, IL 60601 ......................................(312) 814-7179

Department of Corrections — Gladyse C. Taylor, Acting Director
Protects the public from criminal offenders, assures offenders of their constitutional
rights, and maintains programs for offenders’ re-entry into society.
1301 Concordia Ct., Springfield, IL 62794........................................................(217) 558-2200
100 W. Randolph St., Ste. 4-200, Chicago, IL 60601........................................(312) 814-2955 

Illinois Emergency Management Agency — Jonathon E. Monken, Director
Coordinates, manages and administers the state’s emergency management, home-
land security and nuclear safety programs.
2200 S. Dirksen Pkwy., Springfield, IL 62703..................................................(217) 782-2700
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Department of Employment Security — Maureen T. O’Donnell, Director
Administers the state’s unemployment insurance, employment service, workforce de -
vel opment and labor market information programs.
850 E. Madison St., Third Fl., Springfield, IL 62702 ......................................(217) 785-5069
33 S. State St., Chicago, IL 60603 ....................................................................(312) 793-5700

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency — Lisa Bonnett, Interim Director
Safeguards environmental quality, consistent with the social and economic needs of
the state, to protect the health, welfare, property and quality of life of Illinois citizens.
1021 N. Grand Ave. E., Springfield, IL 62794 ................................................(217) 782-3397 

Department of Financial & Professional Regulation — Brent E. Adams, Secretary
Regulates and licenses banks and other financial institutions in the state. Licenses indi-
viduals in more than 100 professional industries to ensure they meet qualifications and
standards for practice.
Division of Banking
320 W. Washington St., Springfield, IL 62786 ................................................(217) 782-3000
122 S. Michigan Ave., Ste. 1900, Chicago, IL 60603 ......................................(312) 793-3000 
Divisions of Financial Institutions and Professional Regulation
320 W. Washington St., Springfield, IL 62786 ....................(217) 782-2831; (217) 785-0800
100 W. Randolph St., Ste. 9-300, Chicago, IL 60601 ............(312) 814-2000; (312) 814-4500

Department of Healthcare & Family Services — Julie Hamos, Director
Provides health-care coverage for adults and children who qualify for Medicaid, and
provides child support enforcement services to ensure that Illinois children receive
financial support from both parents.
201 S. Grand Ave. E., Springfield, IL 62763....................................................(217) 782-1200
401 S. Clinton St., Chicago, IL 60607 ..............................................................(312) 793-4792

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency — Jan Grimes, Director
Operates more than 60 historic sites and memorials, and houses a collection of more
than 12 million historical items. Administers the Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library and Museum, which houses the 52,000-piece Abraham Lincoln Collection.
Old State Capitol Plaza, Springfield, IL 62701 ................................................(217) 782-4836

Department of Human Rights — Rocco J. Claps, Director
Administers the Illinois Human Rights Act, which prohibits discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, ancestry, citizenship status, age,
marital or family status, disability, military service or unfavorable military discharge.
222 S. College St., Rm. 101-A, Springfield, IL 62704......................................(217) 785-5100
100 W. Randolph St., Ste. 10-100, Chicago, IL 60601 ....................................(312) 814-6245

Department of Human Services — Michelle R.B. Saddler, Secretary
Helps Illinois residents achieve self-sufficiency, independence and health through a
variety of social and community health programs.
100 S. Grand Ave. E., 3rd Fl., Springfield, IL 62762 ....(217) 557-1601; (217) 557-2134 (TTY)
401 S. Clinton St., 7th Fl., Chicago, IL 60607 ..........(800) 843-6154; (312) 793-2354 (TTY)
DHS Helpline..............................................................(800) 843-6154; (800) 447-6404 (TTY)
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Department of Insurance — Michael T. McRaith, Director
Regulates the insurance industry’s market behavior and financial solvency, and fos-
ters a competitive insurance marketplace.
320 W. Washington St., Springfield, IL 62767....................................................(217) 782-4515
100 W. Randolph St., Ste. 9-301, Chicago, IL 60601 ......................................(312) 814-2420

Department of Juvenile Justice — Arthur D. Bishop, Director
Provides treatment and educational, vocational, social and emotional services for
young offenders in the state.
707 N. 15th St., Springfield, IL 62702 ................................................................(217) 557-1030
100 W. Randolph St., Ste. 4-200, Chicago, IL 60601 ......................................(312) 814-0085

Department of Labor — Joe Costigan, Director
Promotes and protects the rights, wages, welfare, working conditions, safety and
health of Illinois workers through enforcement of the state labor laws. Regulates
amusement rides and ensures compliance with all other labor standards.
900 S. Spring St., Springfield, IL 62704 ..........................................................(217) 782-6206
160 N. LaSalle St., Ste. C-1300, Chicago, IL 60601 ........................................(312) 793-2800

Department of Military Affairs — Maj. Gen. William L. Enyart, Adjutant General
Oversees the state’s military force, the Illinois National Guard, and serves as the offi-
cial link between the Illinois and U.S. military departments.
1301 N. MacArthur Blvd., Springfield, IL 62702 ............................................(217) 761-3569

Department of Natural Resources — Marc Miller, Director 
Manages, conserves and protects Illinois’ natural, recreational and cultural resources.
Promotes the education, science and public safety of Illinois’ natural resources for
present and future generations.
One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702 ........................................(217) 782-6302
100 W. Randolph St., Ste. 4-300, Chicago, IL 60601 ......................................(312) 814-2070

Department of Public Health — Damon T. Arnold, M.D., M.P.H., Director
Promotes and protects the health of Illinois citizens through the prevention and con-
trol of disease and injury.
535 W. Jefferson St., Springfield, IL 62761 ......................................................(217) 782-4977
122 S. Michigan Ave., Ste. 1500, Chicago, IL 60603 ......................................(312) 814-2608

Department of Revenue — Brian A. Hamer, Director
Serves as the tax collection agency for state and local governments and oversees the
local property tax system. Administers the Illinois State Lottery and regulates the
manufacture, distribution and sale of alcoholic beverages. 
101 W. Jefferson St., Springfield, IL 62702 ......................................................(217) 782-3336
100 W. Randolph St., Chicago, IL 60601 ..........................................................(312) 814-5232
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State Fire Marshal — Larry Matkaitis, Director
Improves public safety by increasing awareness about fire hazards, public safety
codes and fire prevention, while enhancing firefighting and emergency response
capabilities for local communities.
1035 Stevenson Dr., Springfield, IL 62703 ......................................................(217) 785-0969
100 W. Randolph St., Ste. 4-600, Chicago, IL 60601 ......................................(312) 815-2693

Illinois State Police — Hiram Grau, Director
Enforces the state’s motor vehicle laws, promotes public safety, conducts criminal
investigations, monitors terrorist threats, and provides forensic services to local law
enforcement agencies.
801 S. Seventh St., Springfield, IL 62794 ........................................................(217) 782-7263

Department of Transportation — Gary Hannig, Secretary
Plans, coordinates, constructs, operates and maintains the state’s extensive trans-
portation network, including airports, highways, ferries and bridges, as well as pub-
lic transit, rail freight and rail passenger systems.
2300 S. Dirksen Pkwy., Springfield, IL 62764..................................................(217) 782-7820
100 W. Randolph St., Ste. 6-600, Chicago, IL 60601 ......................................(312) 793-2250

Department of Veterans’ Affairs — Daniel W. Grant, Director 
Assists veterans and their family members in obtaining the benefits they are entitled
to under the laws of the United States, the State of Illinois or any other gov  ern mental
agency.
833 S. Spring St., Springfield, IL 62794 ..........................................................(217) 782-6641 
100 W. Randolph St., Ste. 5-570, Chicago, IL 60601........................................(312) 814-2460

For more information on state agencies, visit www.illinois.gov. For information on
Illinois boards and commissions, visit www.appointments.illinois.gov.
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Education System
The Illinois State Board of Education sets educational policies and guidelines

for public and private schools, preschool through grade 12, and vocational education
for the benefit of more than 2 million children in Illinois. Other responsibilities
include providing educational leadership to local school districts; ensuring that
schools meet minimum standards for educational programs, personnel and business
management practices; disbursing billions of dollars in state and federal funds annu-
ally; and administering a policy of equal educational opportunities for all.

The Board of Higher Education is a coordinating and planning agency for all sec-
tors of Illinois higher education. As part of its planning activity, the board is responsi-
ble for implementing the Illinois Public Agenda for College and Career Success, the state’s
higher education blueprint for the next decade. Other responsibilities include consol-
idated budget recommendations for all of higher education; program review and
approval for public colleges and universities; operating and degree-granting approval
for independent and out-of-state institutions; administration of state and federal grant
programs; and development and maintenance of an information system for colleges
and universities.

The state’s public universities and community colleges are administered by 10
boards: the Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois that oversees three campuses at
Chicago, Springfield and Urbana-Champaign; the Southern Illinois University Board of
Trustees that oversees campuses at Carbondale and Edwardsville; the Boards of Trustees
of Chicago State University, Eastern Illinois University, Governors State University, Illinois
State University, Northeastern Illinois University, Northern Illinois University and Western
Illinois University; and the Illinois Community College Board, which plans and coordi-
nates the programs and activities of the 48 public community colleges.

Illinois Education Enrollment — 2009-2010
Elementary and secondary education (public schools).....................................2,105,779

Elementary (Pre-K–8) .........................................................................................1,468,969
Secondary (9–12) ....................................................................................................636,810
Number of certified staff (public schools) .........................................................149,793

Elementary teachers ...........................................................................................59,023
Secondary teachers .............................................................................................35,560
Special education teachers.................................................................................21,532

Number of public school districts ..............................................................................868

Non-public school enrollment .................................................................................243,680
Elementary ..............................................................................................................185,598
Secondary........................................................................................................................58,082
Percent of students in non-public schools ............................................................10.4%

Postsecondary education (fall 2009 enrollments) ..................................................914,763
Public universities..................................................................................................204,781
Community colleges..............................................................................................383,960
Private institutions.................................................................................................326,022



To be eligible to serve as a member of the Illinois General Assembly, a person
must be a United States citizen, at least 21 years old and reside in the district being
represented for at least two years prior to the election or appointment.

Functions and Powers
The legislative power of the State of Illinois is vested in the General Assembly,

which is composed of a 59-member Senate and a 118-member House of Rep -
resentatives. Its principal activities are enacting, amending or repealing laws, passing
resolutions, adopting appropriation bills and conducting inquiries on proposed leg-
islation. It also acts on amendments to the U.S. Constitution when they are submitted
by Congress, and proposes and submits amendments to the Illinois Constitution for
consideration by voters.

In addition to legislative responsibilities, the Senate is constitutionally delegated
the responsibility of advising and consenting on most gubernatorial appointments to
state offices, boards and commissions.

The General Assembly may impeach and convict executive and judicial office-
holders in the State of Illinois. The House of Representatives has the sole power of
impeachment, while the Senate serves as adjudicator. If a majority of the members of
the House vote to impeach, the case proceeds to the Senate for trial. No officeholder
may be convicted and removed from office without a two-thirds guilty vote from the
Senate. The Senate may not, however, impose any punishment on an impeached and
convicted officeholder other than removal from office.

Organization and Composition
Each legislative district is composed of one senate district, which is divided into

two representative districts (see maps on pages 51-52). Every two years, one Rep -
resentative is elected from each representative district for a two-year term.

Members of the General Assembly are elected at the general election in even-
numbered years. Senate districts are divided into three groups with one or two
groups elected every two years. Senators from one group are elected for terms of four
years, four years and two years; another group for terms of four years, two years and
four years; and the third group for terms of two years, four years and four years.

In January of the odd-numbered year following the November general election,
the Secretary of State presides over the House until the members have elected a
Speaker. In the Senate, the Governor presides until the Senators have elected a Presi -
dent. Various other leaders and officers are selected by the Speaker and President as
well as minority leaders in both the House and Senate. The General Assembly estab-
lishes committees and commissions to concentrate on specific subject areas for the con-
sideration of bills.
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Legislative Cycle
The General Assembly convenes each year on the second Wednesday in January.

The Governor’s State of the State message to the legislature is delivered early in the
session. 

Constitutional provisions, formal rules and parliamentary procedures provide
basic guidelines and relative stability to both chambers as the General Assembly acts
on legislation. Any bill passed after May 31 cannot take effect until June 1 of the fol-
lowing year unless the bill passes both the House and Senate by a three-fifths vote.
The assembly adjourns at the end of May and reconvenes for two weeks in October
or November to consider the Governor’s vetoes.

At other times, special sessions of the General Assembly may be convened by the
Governor or by joint proclamation by the presiding officers of both chambers. This
proclamation confines legislative deliberation to specific subjects, and no other mat-
ters except confirmations of appointments and impeachments may be considered.

How a Bill is Passed
The Legislative Reference Bureau drafts legislation based on requests from leg-

islators, constitutional officers and state agencies. A bill may be introduced in either
the House or the Senate, and the procedure is almost identical. Each bill must be read
on three different days in each chamber before it is passed. 

The first reading introduces the bill. After the first reading, the bill is referred to
the appropriate committee for review. The second reading allows for amendments.
At the time of the third reading, the bill is debated and then voted on. A simple major-
ity is needed for a bill to pass. Bills approved on third reading move to the other
chamber to follow the same process.

If the second chamber approves the bill as written, it is sent to the Governor. If a
bill is amended in the second chamber and then passed, it must return to the cham-
ber where it originated for concurrence. If the second chamber concurs with the
changes, it is sent to the Governor.

The Governor may sign the bill into law, veto it with recommendations for
changes, veto it absolutely, or allow it to become law without his signature. If a bill is
vetoed, the General Assembly may override the veto by a three-fifths majority.

For a complete explanation of how a bill becomes law, visit www.ilga.gov.
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ILLINOIS LEGISLATURE

Office of the Senate President
The Senate President is the presiding officer of the Illinois

Senate, elected by the 59 diverse members who serve in the
legislative chamber. The Illinois Constitution, statutes and
rules define the functions and responsibilities of the office.

The Senate President is the leader of the majority party
in the legislature’s upper chamber and is elected to serve a
two-year term.  The Senate President must promote a legisla-
tive environment conducive to debating and enacting legisla-
tion that reflects the needs of Illinois citizens.

Duties of the Senate President include appointing Senate
members to standing committees as well as permanent and
interim study commissions. In most cases, one Senator is

appointed to serve as chair of each Senate committee. Along with the Speaker of the
House, the Senate President shares primary responsibility for legislative procedures
and operations. The President also is required to review and approve all vouchers for
the expenditure of funds appropriated for use by the Senate, and to certify that all
bills passed by the Senate are in accordance with Senate rules. 

Office of the Speaker of the House
The Speaker of the House of Representatives is the

leader of the largest and most diverse segment of Illinois
government chosen directly by the voters. The Speaker is
both leader of the majority party caucus and the presiding
officer of the 118-member legislative chamber.

The Speaker, with the concurrence of a majority of
Representatives, sets the session meeting schedule, estab-
lishes the order of business and manages the operational
activities of the body’s annual budget. In addition, the
Speaker can, with the cooperation of the Senate President,
call for a special session of the General Assembly.

In coordination with the Senate President, the Speaker
manages the activities of the various legislative support agencies. The House and Senate
Minority Leaders also are part of the management team for the support agencies.

JOHN J. CULLERTON
Senate President

MICHAEL J. MADIGAN
Speaker of the House

James F. Clayborne, Jr.
Senate 

Majority Leader

Christine Radogno
Senate 

Minority Leader

Barbara Flynn Currie
House 

Majority Leader

Tom Cross
House 

Minority Leader



1st Legislative District

2nd Legislative District

ANTONIO MUÑOZ (D)
Senator

Assistant Majority Leader
1836 W. 35th St., 1st Fl.

Chicago 60609
(773) 869-9050

amunoz@senatedem.ilga.gov

SUSANA MENDOZA (D)
Representative

1st Representative District
2500 S. Millard Ave.

Chicago 60623
(773) 277-7711

staterepmendoza@gmail.com

EDWARD ACEVEDO (D)
Representative

2nd Representative District
Assistant Majority Leader

1836 W. 35th St.
Chicago 60609
(773) 843-1200

repacevedo@sbcglobal.net

WILLIAM DELGADO (D)
Senator

4150 W. Armitage Ave.
Chicago 60639
(773) 292-0202

wdelgado@senatedem.ilga.gov

LUIS ARROYO (D)
Representative

3rd Representative District
4909 W. Fullerton Ave.

Chicago 60639
(773) 637-2000

repdistrict3@gmail.com

CYNTHIA SOTO (D)
Representative

4th Representative District
1341 W. Grand Ave.

Chicago 60642
(773) 252-0402

staterepsoto@sbcglobal.net

97th Illinois General Assembly
As a result of the 2010 general election, the Illinois Senate is composed of 35

Democrats and 24 Republicans. The House of Representatives has 64 Democrats and
54 Republicans.

Legislators’ district office addresses, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses
are provided. Springfield office addresses and telephone numbers are available on
the Illinois General Assembly Web site at www.ilga.gov, or by contacting: Secretary
of the Senate, 401 State Capitol, Springfield, IL 62706, (217) 782-4517; or Clerk of the
House of Representatives, 420 State Capitol, Springfield, IL 62706, (217) 782-8223.

Legislative information is as accurate as possible at press time. For up-to-date
information, please visit the Illinois General Assembly Web site.

29



4th Legislative District

5th Legislative District

3rd Legislative District

KIMBERLY A. LIGHTFORD (D)
Senator

Assistant Majority Leader
10001 W. Roosevelt Rd., Ste. 202

Westchester 60154
(708) 343-7444

klightford@senatedem.ilga.gov

KAREN A. YARBROUGH (D)
Representative

7th Representative District
Assistant Majority Leader

2305 W. Roosevelt Rd.
Broadview 60155

kyarbrough@hds.ilga.gov

La SHAWN K. FORD (D)
Representative

8th Representative District
5104 W. Chicago Ave.

Chicago 60651
(773) 378-5902
lkf@ilga.gov

ANNAZETTE COLLINS (D)
Senator

259 N. Pulaski Rd.
Chicago 60624
(773) 533-0010

annazettec@sbcglobal.net

ARTHUR TURNER (D)
Representative

9th Representative District
3849 W. Ogden Ave.

Chicago 60623
(773) 277-4700

arthurt@ilga.gov

DERRICK SMITH (D)
Representative

10th Representative District
301 N. Kedzie
Chicago 60612
(217) 782-8077

repderricksmith@yahoo.com

MATTIE HUNTER (D)
Senator

Majority Caucus Whip
2929 S. Wabash Ave., Ste. 102

Chicago 60616
(312) 949-1908

mhunter@senatedem.ilga.gov

KEN DUNKIN (D)
Representative

5th Representative District
1543 N. Wells St.
Chicago 60610
(312) 266-0340

kendunkin@me.com

ESTHER GOLAR (D)
Representative

6th Representative District
4926 S. Ashland Ave.

Chicago 60609
(773) 925-6580

esthergolar@sbcglobal.net
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GREGORY HARRIS (D)
Representative

13th Representative District
1967 W. Montrose Ave.

Chicago 60613
(773) 348-3434

HARRY OSTERMAN (D)
Representative

14th Representative District
5535 N. Broadway St.

Chicago 60640
(773) 784-2002
hjo17@aol.com

7th Legislative District

JOHN D’AMICO (D)
Representative

15th Representative District
4404 W. Lawrence Ave.

Chicago 60630
(773) 736-0218

johnd@ilga.gov

LOUIS I. LANG (D)
Representative

16th Representative District
Deputy Majority Leader

4121 Main St.
Skokie 60076
(847) 673-1131

langli@ilga.gov

8th Legislative District

HEATHER STEANS (D)
Senator

5533 N. Broadway St.
Chicago 60640
(773) 769-1717

hsteans@senatedem.ilga.gov

IRA I. SILVERSTEIN (D)
Senator

Majority Caucus Whip
2951 W. Devon Ave.

Chicago 60659
(773) 743-5015

isilverstein@senatedem.ilga.gov
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JOHN J. CULLERTON (D)
Senator

Senate President
4237 N. Lincoln Ave.

Chicago 60618
(773) 883-0770

john@senatorcullerton.com

ANN WILLIAMS (D)
Representative

11th Representative District
1726 W. Belmont Ave.

Chicago 60657
(773) 880-9082

ann@repannwilliams.com

SARA FEIGENHOLTZ (D)
Representative

12th Representative District
1051 W. Belmont Ave.

Chicago 60657
(773) 296-4141

sara@staterepsara.com

6th Legislative District



DANIEL BISS (D)
Representative

17th Representative District
3706 W. Dempster St.

Skokie 60076
(847) 568-1250

repbiss@gmail.com

ROBYN GABEL (D)
Representative

18th Representative District
820 Davis St., Ste. 103

Evanston 60201
(847) 424-9898

robyn@robyngabel.com

9th Legislative District

JEFFREY M. SCHOENBERG (D)
Senator

Assistant Majority Leader
820 Davis St., Ste. 102

Evanston 60201
(847) 492-1200

jschoenberg@senatedem.ilga.gov

JOHN MULROE (D)
Senator

6125 N. Northwest Hwy.
Chicago 60631
(773) 763-3810

jmulroe@senatedem.ilga.gov

JOSEPH M. LYONS (D)
Representative

19th Representative District
Assistant Majority Leader
5205 N. Milwaukee Ave.

Chicago 60630
(773) 286-1115

MICHAEL P. McAULIFFE (R)
Representative

20th Representative District
6650 N. Northwest Hwy.

Chicago 60631
(773) 792-0749

mmcauliffe20@yahoo.com

10th Legislative District

STEVEN M. LANDEK (D)
Senator

6215 W. 79th St., Ste. 1A
Burbank 60459
(708) 430-2510

slandek@senatedem.ilga.gov

MICHAEL J. ZALEWSKI (D)
Representative

21st Representative District
7676 W. 63rd St.
Summit 60501
(708) 728-9922

repzalewski@gmail.com

MICHAEL J. MADIGAN (D)
Representative

22nd Representative District
Speaker of the House

6500 S. Pulaski Rd.
Chicago 60629
(773) 581-8000

11th Legislative District

32



12th Legislative District

13th Legislative District

KWAME RAOUL (D)
Senator

1509 E. 53rd St.
Chicago 60615
(773) 363-1996

kraoul@senatedem.ilga.gov

BARBARA FLYNN CURRIE (D)
Representative

25th Representative District
Majority Leader
1303 E. 53rd St.
Chicago 60615
(773) 667-0550

repcurrie@sbcglobal.net

WILLIAM D. BURNS (D)
Representative

26th Representative District
435 E. 35th St.
Chicago 60616
(773) 924-2600

repwillburns@att.net

EMIL JONES, III (D)
Senator

507 W. 111th St.
Chicago 60628
(773) 995-7748

ejones@senatedem.ilga.gov

MONIQUE D. DAVIS (D)
Representative

27th Representative District
1234 W. 95th St.
Chicago 60643
(773) 445-9700

davismd@ilga.gov

ROBERT RITA (D)
Representative

28th Representative District
2355 W. York St., Ste. 1

Blue Island 60406
(708) 396-2822

14th Legislative District

MARTIN A. SANDOVAL (D)
Senator

5807 W. 35th St.
Cicero 60804

(708) 656-2002
senator_sandoval@yahoo.com

DANIEL J. BURKE (D)
Representative

23rd Representative District
Assistant Majority Leader

2650 W. 51st St.
Chicago 60632
(773) 471-2299

illhouse@aol.com

ELIZABETH HERNANDEZ (D)
Representative

24th Representative District
2137 S. Lombard Ave., Ste. 205

Cicero 60804
(708) 222-5240

repehernandez@yahoo.com
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15th Legislative District

17th Legislative District

JACQUELINE Y. COLLINS (D)
Senator

1155 W. 79th St.
Chicago 60620
(773) 224-2830

jcollins@senatedem.ilga.gov

MARY E. FLOWERS (D)
Representative

31st Representative District
2525 W. 79th St.
Chicago 60652
(773) 471-5200

flowersme@ilga.gov

ANDRÉ M. THAPEDI (D)
Representative

32nd Representative District
371 E. 75th St.
Chicago 60619
(773) 873-4444

rep32district@gmail.com

16th Legislative District
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DONNE E. TROTTER (D)
Senator

Majority Caucus Chair
8704 S. Constance Ave., Ste. 324

Chicago 60617
(773) 933-7715

senatortrotter@yahoo.com

MARLOW H. COLVIN (D)
Representative

33rd Representative District
Majority Conference Chair
8539 S. Cottage Grove Ave.

Chicago 60619
(773) 783-8492

repcolvin@sbcglobal.net

CONSTANCE A. HOWARD (D)
Representative

34th Representative District
8729 S. State St.
Chicago 60619
(773) 783-8800

howardca@ilga.gov

JAMES T. MEEKS (D)
Senator

2050 E. 159th St.
Calumet City 60409

(708) 862-1515
jmeeks@senatedem.ilga.gov

THADDEUS JONES (D)
Representative

29th Representative District
1910 Sibley Blvd.

Calumet City 60409
(708) 933-6018

tjones@ilga.gov

WILLIAM Q. DAVIS (D)
Representative

30th Representative District
1912 W. 174th St.

East Hazel Crest 60429
(708) 799-7300

williamd@ilga.gov
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EDWARD D. MALONEY (D)
Senator

10400 S. Western Ave.
Chicago 60643
(773) 881-4180

ed@edmaloney.com

BILL CUNNINGHAM (D)
Representative

35th Representative District
10400 S. Western Ave.

Chicago 60643
(773) 445-8128

staterepbillcunningham
@gmail.com

KELLY BURKE (D)
Representative

36th Representative District
5144 W. 95th St.
Oak Lawn 60453

(708) 425-0571
kellyb@ilga.gov

18th Legislative District

M. MAGGIE CROTTY (D)
Senator

Assistant Majority Leader
5119 W. 159th St., 1st Fl. E.

Oak Forest 60452
(708) 687-9696

mcrotty@senatedem.ilga.gov

KEVIN A. McCARTHY (D)
Representative

37th Representative District
8951 W. 151st St.

Orland Park 60462
(708) 226-1999

kevmac37@sbcglobal.net

AL RILEY (D)
Representative

38th Representative District
3649 W. 183rd St., Ste. 102

Hazel Crest 60429
(708) 799-4364

rep.riley38@sbcglobal.net

19th Legislative District

IRIS Y. MARTINEZ (D)
Senator

2845 N. Kedzie Ave.
Chicago 60618
(773) 463-0720

imartinez@senatedem.ilga.gov

MARIA A. “TONI” BERRIOS (D)
Representative

39th Representative District
2058 N. Western Ave.

Chicago 60647
(773) 235-3939

repberrios39@gmail.com

DEBORAH MELL (D)
Representative

40th Representative District
3657 N. Kedzie Ave.

Chicago 60618
(773) 267-2880

dmell@hds.ilga.gov

20th Legislative District
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RON SANDACK (R)
Senator

313 S. Main St.
Lombard 60148
(630) 792-0040

senatorsandack@gmail.com

CHRIS NYBO (R)
Representative

41st Representative District
318 S. Westmore Ave., Ste. A

Lombard 60148
(630) 519-3652

chris@chrisnybo.org

SANDRA M. PIHOS (R)
Representative

42nd Representative District
751 E. Roosevelt Rd.,

Bldg. 7, Ste. 106
Glen Ellyn 60137

(630) 858-8855
community@sandrapihos.com

21st Legislative District

MICHAEL NOLAND (D)
Senator

Tower Building
100 E. Chicago St., Ste. 302

Elgin 60120
(847) 214-8864

senator@noland.org

KEITH FARNHAM (D)
Representative

43rd Representative District
164 Division St., Ste. 505

Elgin 60120
(847) 841-7130

krfarnham@gmail.com

FRED CRESPO (D)
Representative

44th Representative District
1014 E. Schaumburg Rd.

Streamwood 60107
(630) 372-3340

22nd Legislative District

CAROLE PANKAU (R)
Senator

One Tiffany Point, Ste. G
Bloomingdale 60108

(630) 582-0390
carole@pankau.org

FRANCO COLADIPIETRO (R)
Representative

45th Representative District
126 W. Lake St.

Bloomingdale 60108
(630) 582-0045

franco@il45.com

DENNIS REBOLETTI (R)
Representative

46th Representative District
50 E. Oak St., Ste. 250

Addison 60101
(630) 530-2730

dennisreboletti@sbcglobal.net

23rd Legislative District
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KIRK W. DILLARD (R)
Senator

1 S. Cass Ave., Ste. 201
Westmont 60559
(630) 969-0990

senator@kdillard.com

PATRICIA R. BELLOCK (R)
Representative

47th Representative District
1 S. Cass Ave., Ste. 205

Westmont 60559
(630) 852-8633

rep@pbellock.com

MICHAEL CONNELLY (R)
Representative

48th Representative District
24W500 Maple Ave., Ste. 213

Naperville 60540
(630) 579-4848

repconnelly48@gmail.com

24th Legislative District

CHRIS LAUZEN (R)
Senator

52 W. Downer Pl., Ste. 201
Aurora 60506
(630) 264-2334

admin@lauzen.com

TIMOTHY L. SCHMITZ (R)
Representative

49th Representative District
Deputy Minority Leader
127 Hamilton St., Ste. D

Geneva 60134
(630) 845-9590

info@timschmitz.org

KAY HATCHER (R)
Representative

50th Representative District
608 Veterans Pkwy.
Yorkville 60560
(630) 553-3223

info@kayhatcher.us

25th Legislative District

DAN DUFFY (R)
Senator

330 E. Main St., Ste. 301
Barrington 60010

(847) 277-7100
dan@senatorduffy.com

ED SULLIVAN (R)
Representative

51st Representative District
700 N. Lake St.

Mundelein 60060
(847) 566-5115

ilhouse51@sbcglobal.net

MARK BEAUBIEN (R)
Representative

52nd Representative District
Assistant Minority Leader

124-A E. Liberty St.
Wauconda 60084

(847) 487-5252
strepmbeaubien@sbcglobal.net

26th Legislative District
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MATT MURPHY (R)
Senator

Minority Caucus Chair
17 E. Northwest Hwy., Ste. 4

Palatine 60067
(847) 776-1490

senatormattmurphy
@gmail.com

SIDNEY H. MATHIAS (R) 
Representative

53rd Representative District
4256 N. Arlington Heights Rd.,

Ste. 104
Arlington Heights 60004

(847) 222-0061
repmathias@hotmail.com

TOM MORRISON (R)
Representative

54th Representative District
117 E. Palatine Rd., Ste. 106

Palatine 60067
(224) 210-6959

repmorrison54@gmail.com

27th Legislative District

JOHN J. MILLNER (R)
Senator

2700 International Dr.
West Chicago 60185

(630) 762-6255
johnjmillner@aol.com

RANDY RAMEY (R)
Representative

55th Representative District
1883 N. Neltnor Blvd. (Rt. 59)

West Chicago 60185
(630) 876-0703

staterepramey55@aol.com

MICHELLE MUSSMAN (D)
Representative

56th Representative District
15 W. Weathersfield Way

Schaumburg 60193
(847) 923-9104

staterepmussman@gmail.com

28th Legislative District

SUSAN GARRETT (D)
Senator

Majority Caucus Whip
425 Sheridan Rd.
Highwood 60040

(847) 433-2002
sgarrett@senatedem.ilga.gov

ELAINE NEKRITZ (D) 
Representative

57th Representative District
24 S. River Rd., Ste. 400

Des Plaines 60016
(847) 257-0450

enekritz@repnekritz.org

KAREN MAY (D)
Representative

58th Representative District
427 Sheridan Rd.
Highwood 60040

(847) 433-9100
karen@repkarenmay.org

29th Legislative District
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TERRY LINK (D)
Senator

Majority Caucus Whip
430 S. Milwaukee Ave.

Lincolnshire 60069
(847) 821-1811

senator@link30.org

CAROL SENTE (D)
Representative 

59th Representative District
430 N. Milwaukee Ave., Ste. 8

Lincolnshire 60069
(847) 478-9909

repsente@gmail.com

RITA MAYFIELD (D)
Representative 

60th Representative District
114 S. Genesee St., Ste. 405

Waukegan 60085
(847) 599-2800

mayfieldr@ilga.gov

30th Legislative District

SUZI SCHMIDT (R)
Senator

37908 N. Fairfield Rd.
Lake Villa 60046
(224) 372-7465

statesenatorschmidt
@gmail.com

JoANN D. OSMOND (R)
Representative

61st Representative District
Assistant Minority Leader

976 Hillside Ave.
Antioch 60002
(847) 838-6200

reposmond@aol.com

SANDY COLE (R)
Representative 

62nd Representative District
34121 N. U.S. Hwy. 45, Ste. 3

Grayslake 60030
(847) 543-0062

representativesandycole
@comcast.net

31st Legislative District

PAMELA J. ALTHOFF (R)
Senator

Minority Caucus Whip
1 N. Virginia St.

Crystal Lake 60014
(815) 455-6330

pamela@pamelaalthoff.net

JACK FRANKS (D) 
Representative 

63rd Representative District
1193 S. Eastwood Dr.

Woodstock 60098
(815) 334-0063

jack@jackfranks.org

MICHAEL W. TRYON (R)
Representative 

64th Representative District
1 N. Virginia St.

Crystal Lake 60014
(815) 459-6453

mike@miketryon.com

32nd Legislative District
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DAN KOTOWSKI (D)
Senator

350 S. Northwest Hwy., Ste. 300
Park Ridge 60068

(847) 797-1192
dan@senatorkotowski.com

ROSEMARY MULLIGAN (R)
Representative

65th Representative District
1420 Renaissance Dr., Ste. 306

Park Ridge 60068
(847) 297-6533

repmulligan@usa.net

DAVID HARRIS (R)
Representative

66th Representative District
800 W. Central Rd.

Mount Prospect 60056
(224) 635-2010

repharris@yahoo.com

33rd Legislative District

DAVE SYVERSON (R)
Senator

Assistant Minority Leader
200 S. Wyman St., Ste. 302

Rockford 61101
(815) 987-7555

info@senatordavesyverson.com

CHARLES E. JEFFERSON (D) 
Representative

67th Representative District
Assistant Majority Leader
200 S. Wyman St., Ste. 304

Rockford 61101
(815) 987-7433

staterepchuck67@aol.com

DAVE WINTERS (R)
Representative

68th Representative District
3444 N. Main St., Ste. 80

Rockford 61103
(815) 282-0083

repwinters@aol.com

34th Legislative District

CHRISTINE J. JOHNSON (R)
Senator

1101 DeKalb Ave.
Sycamore 60178
(815) 895-6318

senatorchristine@frontier.com

JOE SOSNOWSKI (R) 
Representative

69th Representative District
998 Belvidere Rd., Ste. 3

Belvidere 61108
(815) 547-3436

repsosnowski@gmail.com

ROBERT W. PRITCHARD (R)
Representative

70th Representative District
2600 DeKalb Ave., Ste. C

Sycamore 60178
(815) 748-3494

bob@pritchardstaterep.com

35th Legislative District
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MIKE JACOBS (D)
Senator

606 19th St.
Moline 61265
(309) 797-0001

senatorjacobs@sbcglobal.net

RICH MORTHLAND (R) 
Representative

71st Representative District
4416 River Dr.
Moline 61265
(309) 762-3008

repmorthland@gmail.com

PATRICK VERSCHOORE (D)
Representative

72nd Representative District
1504 Third Ave., 2nd Fl.

Rock Island 61201
(309) 558-3612

pverschoore@qconline.com

36th Legislative District

DARIN LaHOOD (R)
Senator

5415 N. University St., Ste. 105
Peoria 61614

(309) 693-4921
senatorlahood@att.net

DAVID R. LEITCH (R)
Representative

73rd Representative District
Deputy Minority Leader
5407 N. University St.,

Arbor Hall, Ste. B
Peoria 61614

(309) 690-7373
davidleitch@ameritech.net

DONALD L. MOFFITT (R)
Representative

74th Representative District
#5 Weinberg Arcade

Galesburg 61401
(309) 343-8000

moffitt@grics.net

37th Legislative District

SUE REZIN (R)
Senator

103 Fifth St.
Peru 61354

(815) 220-8720
senatorrezin@gmail.com

PAM ROTH (R)
Representative

75th Representative District
3605 N. State Route 47, Ste. F

Morris 60450
(815) 416-1475

pamrothd75@gmail.com

FRANK J. MAUTINO (D)
Representative

76th Representative District
Deputy Majority Leader

221 E. St. Paul St.
Spring Valley 61362

(815) 664-2717
patti76th@ivnet.com

38th Legislative District
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DON HARMON (D)
Senator

President Pro Tempore
6933 W. North Ave.

Oak Park 60302
(708) 848-2002

dharmon@senatedem.ilga.gov

ANGELO “SKIP” SAVIANO (R)
Representative

77th Representative District
14 Contri Pkwy.

Elmwood Park 60707
(708) 453-7547

skip@skipsaviano.com

CAMILLE LILLY (D)
Representative

78th Representative District
5755 W. Division St. 

Chicago 60651
(773) 473-7300

cylilly@ilga.gov

39th Legislative District

TOI HUTCHINSON (D)
Senator

222 Vollmer Rd., Ste. 1D
Chicago Heights 60411

(708) 756-0882
thutchinson@senatedem.

ilga.gov

LISA M. DUGAN (D)
Representative

79th Representative District
200 E. Court St., Ste. 710

Kankakee 60901
(815) 939-1983

lisadugan@sbcglobal.net

ANTHONY DeLUCA (D)
Representative

80th Representative District
722 W. Exchange St., Ste. 4

Crete 60417
(708) 672-0200

repdeluca@sbcglobal.net

40th Legislative District

CHRISTINE RADOGNO (R)
Senator

Minority Leader
1011 State St., Ste. 210

Lemont 60439
(630) 243-0800

cradogno@sbcglobal.net

RENÉE KOSEL (R)
Representative

81st Representative District
Assistant Minority Leader

19201 S. LaGrange Rd., Ste. 204B
Mokena 60448
(708) 479-4200

rkosel@aol.com

JIM DURKIN (R)
Representative

82nd Representative District
Assistant Minority Leader

512 Burlington, Ste. 108
LaGrange 60525
(708) 352-7700

repdurkin@hotmail.com

41st Legislative District
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LINDA HOLMES (D)
Senator

13242 S. Route 59, #2B-1
Plainfield 60544
(815) 609-3711

senatorholmes42@sbcglobal.net

LINDA CHAPA LaVIA (D)
Representative

83rd Representative District
8 E. Galena Blvd., Ste. 240

Aurora 60506
(630) 264-6855

TOM CROSS (R)
Representative

84th Representative District
Minority Leader

24047 W. Lockport St., Ste. 213
Plainfield 60544
(815) 254-0000

tom@tomcross.com

42nd Legislative District

A. J. WILHELMI (D)
Senator

2200 Weber Rd.
Crest Hill 60403
(815) 207-4445

senatorajwilhelmi@sbcglobal.net

EMILY McASEY (D)
Representative

85th Representative District
416 N. Weber Rd.
Romeoville 60446

(815) 372-0085
repemily@gmail.com

JACK McGUIRE (D)
Representative

86th Representative District
Assistant Majority Leader

121 Springfield Ave.
Joliet 60435

(815) 730-8600
jmcguire86@sbcglobal.net

43rd Legislative District

BILL BRADY (R)
Senator

Assistant Minority Leader
2203 Eastland Dr., Ste. 3

Bloomington 61704
(309) 664-4440

billbrady@senatorbillbrady.com

BILL MITCHELL (R)
Representative

87th Representative District
5130 Hickory Point 

Frontage Rd., Ste. 100
Decatur 62526
(217) 876-1968

repmitchell@earthlink.net

DAN BRADY (R)
Representative

88th Representative District
Assistant Minority Leader

202 N. Prospect Ave., Ste. 203
Bloomington 61704

(309) 662-1100
dan@rep-danbrady.com

44th Legislative District
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TIM BIVINS (R)
Senator

629 N. Galena Ave.
Dixon 61021

(815) 284-0045
senatorbivins@grics.net

JIM SACIA (R)
Representative

89th Representative District
50 W. Douglas St.

Stewart Centre, Ste. 1001
Freeport 61032
(815) 232-0774

jimsacia@aeroinc.net

JERRY MITCHELL (R)
Representative

90th Representative District
100 E. Fifth St.

Rock Falls 61071
(815) 625-0820

repjmitchell@comcast.net

45th Legislative District

DAVID KOEHLER (D)
Senator

13 S. Capitol St.
Pekin 61554

(309) 346-4646
senatorkoehler@grics.net

MIKE UNES (R)
Representative

91st Representative District
19 S. Capitol St.

Pekin 61554
(309) 620-8631

repunes@gmail.com

JEHAN A. GORDON (D)
Representative

92nd Representative District
300 E. War Memorial Dr., Ste. 303

Peoria 61614
(309) 681-1992

repjehangordon@gmail.com

46th Legislative District

JOHN M. SULLIVAN (D)
Senator

Assistant Majority Leader
926 Broadway St., Ste. 6

Quincy 62301
(217) 222-2295

jsullivan@senatedem.ilga.gov

JIL TRACY (R)
Representative

93rd Representative District
3701 E. Lake Centre Dr., Ste. 3

Quincy 62305
(217) 223-0833

jiltracy@jiltracy.com

NORINE HAMMOND (R)
Representative

94th Representative District
331 N. Lafayette St.

Macomb 61455
(309) 836-2707

rephammond@macomb.com

47th Legislative District
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THOMAS L. JOHNSON (R)
Senator

1725 S. Naperville Rd., Ste. 200
Wheaton 60189
(630) 682-8100

senatortomjohnson@gmail.com

MIKE FORTNER (R)
Representative

95th Representative District
135 Fremont St.

West Chicago 60185
(630) 293-9344

mike.fortner@sbcglobal.net

DARLENE SENGER (R)
Representative

96th Representative District
125 Water St.

Naperville 60540
(630) 219-3090

sengerstaterep@gmail.com

48th Legislative District

SAM McCANN (R)
Senator

368 South Side Square
Carlinville 62626

(217) 854-4441
senatorsam@frontier.com

JIM WATSON (R)
Representative

97th Representative District
Minority Caucus Chair
325 W. State St., Ste. 102

Jacksonville 62651
(217) 243-6221

jimwatson@localnetco.com

WAYNE ROSENTHAL (R)
Representative

98th Representative District
324A N. State St.
Litchfield 62056
(217) 324-5200

rosenthal@consolidated.net

49th Legislative District

LARRY K. BOMKE (R)
Senator

307 State Capitol
Springfield 62706

(217) 782-0228
senator_bomke@yahoo.com

RAYMOND POE (R)
Representative

99th Representative District
E-1 Stratton Bldg.
Springfield 62706

(217) 782-0044
poer@housegopmail.state.il.us

RICH BRAUER (R)
Representative

100th Representative District
1128-E Stratton Bldg.

Springfield 62706
(217) 782-0053

brauerr@housegopmail.state.il.us

50th Legislative District
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KYLE L. McCARTER (R)
Senator

101 S. Main St., Ste. LL2
Decatur 62523
(217) 428-4068

mccarter51@att.net

ADAM BROWN (R)
Representative

101st Representative District
101 S. Main St., Ste. LL3

Decatur 62523
(217) 791-5280

staterepbrown@gmail.com

RON STEPHENS (R)
Representative

102nd Representative District
Assistant Minority Leader

112-A Executive Dr.
Highland 62249
(618) 651-0405

ron@repstephens.com

51st Legislative District

MICHAEL W. FRERICHS (D)
Senator

45 E. University Ave., Ste. 206
Champaign 61820

(217) 355-5252
mike@mikefrerichs.com

NAOMI D. JAKOBSSON (D)
Representative

103rd Representative District
206 N. Randolph St., Ste. 120

Champaign 61820
(217) 373-5000

naomi@naomijakobsson.com

CHAD HAYS (R)
Representative

104th Representative District
7 E. Fairchild St.
Danville 61832
(217) 477-0104

chad@chaddhays.com

52nd Legislative District

SHANE CULTRA (R)
Senator

104 W. Lincoln Ave.
Onarga 60955
(815) 268-4090

shanecultra53@yahoo.com

JASON BARICKMAN (R)
Representative

105th Representative District
224 N. Main St.
Pontiac 61764
(815) 844-4642

jason@jasonbarickman.org

KEITH P. SOMMER (R)
Representative

106th Representative District
121 W. Jefferson St.

Morton 61550
(309) 263-9242

sommer@mtco.com

53rd Legislative District
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JOHN O. JONES (R)
Senator

Assistant Minority Leader
2929 Broadway St., Ste. 5

Mt. Vernon 62864
(618) 242-9511

johnojones@sbcglobal.net

JOHN CAVALETTO (R) 
Representative

107th Representative District
1370 W. Main St., Ste. A

Salem 62881
(618) 548-9080

john@johncavaletto.com

DAVID REIS (R)
Representative

108th Representative District
219 E. Main St.

Olney 62450
(618) 392-0108

david@davidreis.org

54th Legislative District

DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
Senator

Deputy Minority Leader
88 Broadway Ave., Ste. 1

Mattoon 61938
(888) 235-6033

drighter@consolidated.net

ROGER L. EDDY (R)
Representative

109th Representative District
108 S. Main St.

Hutsonville 62433
(618) 563-4128

reddyunit1@aol.com

CHAPIN ROSE (R)
Representative

110th Representative District
1113 Lincoln Ave.
Charleston 61920

(217) 348-7673
ls@chapinrose.net

55th Legislative District

WILLIAM R. HAINE (D)
Senator

307 Henry St., Ste. 210
Alton 62002

(618) 465-4764
whaine@senatedem.ilga.gov

DANIEL V. BEISER (D)
Representative

111th Representative District
528 Henry St.
Alton 62002

(618) 465-5900
dvbeiser@sbcglobal.net

DWIGHT KAY (R)
Representative

112th Representative District
101 Southpointe, Ste. B

Edwardsville 62025
(618) 307-9200

dwightkay112@gmail.com

56th Legislative District



57th Legislative District

58th Legislative District

59th Legislative District

BRANDON W. PHELPS (D)
Representative

118th Representative District
2 N. Vine St., 5th Fl.

Harrisburg 62946
(618) 253-4189

bphelps@yourclearwave.com

JOHN E. BRADLEY (D)
Representative

117th Representative District
501 W. DeYoung St., Ste. 5

Marion 62959
(618) 997-9697

repjohnbradley@mychoice.net

GARY FORBY (D)
Senator

903 W. Washington St., Ste. 5
Benton 62812
(618) 439-2504

gforby@senatedem.ilga.gov

DAN REITZ (D)
Representative

116th Representative District
128-A W. Main St.

Sparta 62286
(618) 443-5757

repreitz@egyptian.net

MIKE BOST (R)
Representative

115th Representative District
300 E. Main St., Ste. 4

Carbondale 62901
(618) 457-5787

rep.bost@hotmail.com

DAVID LUECHTEFELD (R)
Senator

Assistant Minority Leader
700 N. Front

Okawville 62271
(618) 243-9014

sendavel@midwest.net

EDDIE LEE JACKSON, SR. (D)
Representative

114th Representative District
4700 State St., Ste. 2
East St. Louis 62205

(618) 875-9950

THOMAS HOLBROOK (D) 
Representative

113th Representative District
9200 W. Main St., Ste. 4

Belleville 62223
(618) 394-2211

JAMES F. CLAYBORNE, JR. (D)
Senator

Majority Leader
Kenneth Hall Office Bldg.

10 Collinsville Ave.
East St. Louis 62201

(618) 875-1212
jclayborne@senatedem.ilga.gov
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Eddie P. Washington
June 8, 1953  – June 4, 2010

State Representative, 60th District

Eddie Washington, a Democratic Representative
from Waukegan, died June 4, 2010, at age 56. The first
African-American elected to the General Assembly from

Lake County, Washington had served in the Illinois House since 2003. He was chair
of the Aging and Prison Reform Committees, vice chair of the Appropriations-Public
Safety Committee, and a member of the Appropriations-Human Services; Labor; and
Mass Transit Committees. He also served as sergeant-at-arms for the Illinois Legis -
lative Black Caucus.

Washington was founder of P.O.W.E.R. (People Organized Working for Equal
Rights), former director of employment and economic development for the Lake
County Urban League, and a founding member of the Coalition to Reduce
Recidivism. A former Lake County corrections officer, he was recently employed as a
Chicago Metra conductor.

Representative Washington was born in St. Louis, Missouri, and raised in East St.
Louis. He received his B.A. degree from Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.
He is survived by his wife, Flor D’Luis, seven children and 10 grandchildren. 

Richard P. Myers
December 27, 1947  – December 1, 2010

State Representative, 94th District

Richard “Rich” Myers, a Republican Representative
from Colchester, died Dec. 1, 2010, at age 62. Myers was
first elected to the Illinois House in 1994 and was re-elect-

ed to a ninth term in November 2010. An advocate for the state’s public colleges and
universities, he served as minority spokesperson of the Appropriations-Higher
Education Committee. He also served on the Agriculture and Conservation; Elections
and Campaign Reform; Higher Education; Minority Procurement; Renewable Energy;
and State Government Administration Committees. He also was co-chair of the
Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability.

A lifelong farmer, Myers served on the board of directors of the Illinois Farm
Bureau for 12 years. He also served as co-chair of the Agriculture and Natural
Resources Committee of the Midwest Legislative Conference of the Council of State
Governments.

Representative Myers was born in McDonough County. He received his B.S.
degree from Western Illinois University and served six years in the U.S. Army
Reserves. He is survived by his wife, Chris, and a daughter. His son preceded him
in death.
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Legislative Support Services
The Joint Committee on Legislative Support Services provides for the general

administration and policy oversight of the legislative support agencies and commis-
sions that assist the General Assembly. The bipartisan committee is composed of the
four legislative leaders.

Joint Committee on Administrative Rules — Ensures that the General Assembly is
adequately informed on how laws are implemented through agency rulemaking.
Publishes The Flinn Report, a weekly newsletter on current rulemaking activity.
Vicki Thomas, Executive Director • 700 Stratton Bldg., Springfield 62706; (217) 785-2254

Office of the Architect of the Capitol — Provides facilities and space allocations for
the General Assembly and its commissions and bureaus. Oversees construction,
preservation, restoration, maintenance, repair and landscaping projects within the
Capitol Complex.
J. Richard Alsop III, Architect of the Capitol • 602 Stratton Bldg., Springfield 62706; 
(217) 782-7863

Commission on Government Forecasting & Accountability — Provides the General
Assembly with research and information services on state and national economies,
revenues and operations of state government, and monitors the long-term debt posi-
tion of Illinois. 
Dan R. Long, Executive Director • 703 Stratton Bldg., Springfield 62706; (217) 782-5320

Legislative Audit Commission — Oversees the state audit program, reviews the
stewardship of public funds, and monitors actions to correct weaknesses disclosed by
audits of state agencies.
E. Jane Stricklin, Executive Director • 622 Stratton Bldg., Springfield 62706; (217) 782-7097

Legislative Ethics Commission — Conducts administrative hearings and rules on
matters brought before the commission by the Legislative Inspector General regard-
ing violations of the State Officials and Employees Ethics Act.
Randy Erford, Executive Director • 420 Stratton Bldg., Springfield 62706; (217) 558-1561

Legislative Information System — Provides information technology services and
guidance for the General Assembly and its committees, commissions and agencies.
Tim Rice, Executive Director • 705 Stratton Bldg., Springfield 62706; (217) 782-3944

Legislative Printing Unit — Provides printing services for the General Assembly,
legislative committees, commissions, Clerk of the House and Secretary of the Senate.
Ron Rhone, Executive Director • 105 Stratton Bldg., Springfield 62706; (217) 782-7312

Legislative Reference Bureau — Maintains a staff of attorneys that provides legal
services to the General Assembly. Drafts bills, amendments and other legislative doc-
uments.
Richard C. Edwards, Acting Executive Director • 112 Capitol Bldg., Springfield 62706;
(217) 782-6625

Legislative Research Unit — Serves as the general research agency for the General
Assembly, provides information on the state’s federal grant activities, and tracks
appointments to state boards and commissions.
Al Kroner, Executive Director • 222 S. College, Ste. 301, Springfield 62704; (217) 782-6851

For more information on legislative support agencies, visit www.ilga.gov.



The Illinois Supreme Court, the highest tribunal in the state, has general
administrative and supervisory authority over all courts in Illinois. The Supreme
Court hears appeals from the Appellate and Circuit Courts and may exercise origi-
nal jurisdiction in cases relating to revenue, mandamus, prohibition or habeas cor-
pus. Supreme Court justices are elected for 10-year terms.

The Appellate Court hears appeals from administrative agencies and the
Circuit Court (trial courts of Illinois). Appellate judges are elected for 10-year terms.

The Circuit Court is composed of circuit and associate judges. There are 23
judicial circuits in Illinois with each having one chief judge elected by the circuit
judges. The chief judge has general administrative authority in the circuit, subject
to the overall administrative authority of the Supreme Court. Circuit judges may
hear any case assigned to them by the chief judge. Associate judges may not preside
over felony cases unless authorized by the Supreme Court. Circuit judges are elect-
ed for six-year terms and they appoint associate judges who serve four-year terms.

Candidates for elective judgeships are nominated at the primary election and
elected at the general election. Any judge previously elected, at the expiration of his
or her term, may have his or her name submitted to the voters on a special judicial
ballot, without party designation and an opposing candidate, on the sole question
of whether the judge shall be retained in office for another term.

The Illinois Courts Commission, composed of one Supreme Court justice, two
Appellate judges, two Circuit judges and two citizens, has the authority to remove
from office or discipline judges for willful misconduct in office or persistent failure
to perform duties, or other conduct that brings the judicial office into disrepute. The
commission also may suspend or retire any member of the judiciary who is physi-
cally or mentally unable to perform his or her duties.

A Judicial Inquiry Board has the authority to conduct investigations, receive
or initiate complaints concerning any member of the judiciary, and file complaints
with the Courts Commission.

Administrative Office of Illinois Courts — Cynthia Cobbs, Director
The Supreme Court appoints an administrative director and staff to assist the

chief justice with administrative and supervisory duties. Primary responsibilities of
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the office include preparing the state judicial budget; assigning judges between cir-
cuits; handling payroll for all judicial personnel; collecting and publishing statisti-
cal information on caseloads; and conducting in-service training for all judges.

Clerk of the Supreme Court — Carolyn Taft Grosboll, Clerk of the Supreme Court
The Clerk of the Supreme Court is appointed by the Supreme Court justices. The

clerk records and files documents for Supreme Court cases; schedules cases for oral
argument; monitors the caseload of the court; maintains the roll of Illinois attorneys;
processes the licensing of attorneys; and registers professional service corporations
and limited liability companies and partnerships engaged in the practice of law.

54

Illinois Supreme Court Justices

THOMAS L. KILBRIDE
Chief Justice
3rd District

CHARLES E. FREEMAN
1st District

MARY JANE THEIS
1st District

RITA B. GARMAN
4th District

LLOYD A. KARMEIER
5th District

ANNE M. BURKE
1st District

ROBERT R. THOMAS
2nd District
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Illinois Appellate Court Judges
First District (meets in Chicago)
Division 1 – Shelvin Louise Marie Hall, Thomas E. Hoffman, Bertina E. Lampkin, 

Mary K. Rochford 
Division 2 – Maureen E. Connors, Joy V. Cunningham, Sheldon A. Harris, 

Themis N. Karnezis 
Division 3 – Michael J. Murphy, P. Scott Neville, Jr., Patrick J. Quinn, John O. Steele
Division 4 – Aurelia Pucinski, Michael J. Gallagher, Terrence J. Lavin,

Marcus R. Salone
Division 5 – Nathaniel R. Howse, Jr., Joseph Gordon, James G. Fitzgerald Smith, 

James R. Epstein 
Division 6 – Robert C. Cahill, Rodolfo Garcia, Robert E. Gordon, 

Margaret Stanton McBride
Steven M. Ravid, Clerk

Second District (meets in Elgin) — John J. Bowman, Michael J. Burke, 
Donald C. Hudson, Susan F. Hutchinson, Ann B. Jorgensen, Robert D. McLaren,
Joseph E. Birkett, Mary Seminara-Schostok, Kathryn E. Zenoff; 
Robert J. Mangan, Clerk

Third District (meets in Ottawa) — Robert L. Carter, William E. Holdridge, 
Tom M. Lytton, Mary McDade, Mary K. O’Brien, Daniel L. Schmidt, Vicki R. Wright;
Gist Fleshman, Clerk

Fourth District (meets in Springfield) — Thomas R. Appleton, Robert W. Cook,
James A. Knecht, John T. McCullough, M. Carol Pope, Robert J. Steigmann, 
John W. Turner;  Carla Bender, Clerk

Fifth District (meets in Mt. Vernon) — Melissa Ann Chapman, James K. Donovan,
Richard P. Goldenhersh, Stephen L. Spomer, Bruce D. Stewart, Thomas M. Welch,
James M. Wexstten; John J. Flood, Clerk

For more information on Illinois courts, visit www.state.il.us/court.
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ILLINOIS AT A GLANCE
General Information
Population (2010) ...................................................................................................................12,830,632
Land Area (in square miles) ........................................................................................................55,584
Resident Births (2008).................................................................................................................180,503
Resident Deaths (2007)...............................................................................................................100,254
Personal Income (2009)....................................................................................................$534.6 billion
Per Capita Income (2009) ...........................................................................................................$41,411
Highest Point (Charles Mound, Jo Daviess County) .........................................................1,235 feet
Lowest Point (Mississippi River, Alexander County)...........................................................279 feet

Education
Public Schools (2008-2009)

Elementary Schools ....................................................................................................................2,623
Junior High Schools ......................................................................................................................613
High Schools ..................................................................................................................................679
Others ..............................................................................................................................................411

Non-Public Schools 
Elementary Schools .......................................................................................................................854
High Schools ..................................................................................................................................122
Special Education Schools and Others.........................................................................................35
Unit Schools....................................................................................................................................124

Colleges and Universities (2009-2010) 
Non-Public Institutions ................................................................................................................127
Public Universities.............................................................................................9 (on 12 campuses)
Community Colleges ......................................................................................................................48

Natural and Manufactured Resources
Coal Mines (2009).................................................................................................................................20
Coal Production in Tons (2009) .........................................................................................46.5 million
Grain Production in Bushels (2009)

Wheat................................................................................................................................45.9 million
Sorghum...........................................................................................................................2.95 million
Corn.........................................................................................................................................2 billion
Soybeans.........................................................................................................................430.1 million

Manufacturing Establishments (2008)
Illinois Plants.............................................................................................................................15,378
Primary Metal Industries .............................................................................................................298

Iron and Steel Mills............................................................................................................................. 35

Services
Banks (2010) ........................................................................................................................................529
Hospitals (2010)..................................................................................................................................192
Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Centers (2010) ...................................................16
Public Libraries (2009)...................................................................................................................... 644
Recreational Areas (2010)

State Parks ........................................................................................................................................44
Fish and Wildlife Areas ..................................................................................................................60
Nature Preserves............................................................................................................................340
Historic Sites (with personnel) and State Memorials ................................................................51
State Forests........................................................................................................................................6

Religious Establishments (2009) .................................................................................................13,840

Occupations/Professions
Attorneys (2009) ............................................................................................................................84,777
Physicians (licensed in the State of Illinois) (2010) ..................................................................45,850
Dentists (2010) ...............................................................................................................................10,049
Registered Nurses (2010) ...........................................................................................................165,482
Veterinarians (2010) ........................................................................................................................4,278

Transportation
Airports (2009)....................................................................................................................................137
Highway Miles (2009) ..................................................................................................................16,500
Railroad Miles (2009)......................................................................................................................7,380



STATE CAPITOL & OFFICIAL STATE SYMBOLS

Illinois State Capitol
Illinois has had six State Capitol buildings in

three cities since entering the Union as the 21st state
on Dec. 3, 1818.

Kaskaskia was the state’s first capital city. The
first Capitol building was a simple, two-story brick
structure that housed the 29 members of the House
of Representatives and the 14-member Senate.

In 1820, Vandalia became the second capital city.
The new Capitol building was a plain, two-story frame
structure. After being destroyed by fire, another
Capitol was built in 1824 for $15,000.

In 1833, the General Assembly passed an act
enabling voters to choose a new capital city from
among the cities of Vandalia, Jacksonville, Peoria,

Springfield and Alton. In 1836, determined to keep
their city as the capital, Vandalia residents tore down
the Capitol building and replaced it with a brick State
House costing $16,000. However, Springfield was
ultimately named the third capital city. The state’s
fifth Capitol building — now the Old State Capitol
Historic Site — was completed in 1853 at a cost of
$260,000 and is where Abraham Lincoln worked as a
state legislator.

The present State Capitol, located at Second
and Capitol streets in Springfield, was completed in
1888. Designed by architects John Cochrane, George
Garnsey and Alfred Piquenard, the Capitol is situat-
ed on a nine-acre plot in the form of a Latin cross.
The dome is supported by a circular foundation, 92
feet in diameter, set on solid rock 25 feet below the grade line. The height from the
ground line to the top of the dome is 361 feet and 405 feet to the tip of the flag staff.
The Capitol was built at a cost of $4.3 million.

Great Seal of Illinois
The first state seal used in what is now Illinois was that of

the Northwest Territory, first used in 1788. The Seal of the
Illinois Territory followed in 1809.

After Illinois gained statehood in December 1818, the First
General Assembly passed a law on Feb. 19, 1819, requiring the
Secretary of State to procure a permanent state seal. The design
chosen was a duplicate of the Great Seal of the United States.
Gunsmith Philip Creamer was paid $85 to produce an engrav-
ing device that would affix an imprint of the seal to any docu-
ment. The First Great Seal of Illinois was used until 1839 when

it was recut. The new version became the Second Great Seal.
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Great Seal of the
State of Illinois

State Capitol Building

Old State Capitol



In January 1867, Secretary of State Sharon Tyndale asked state Senator Allen C.
Fuller to sponsor a bill authorizing a new state seal. Tyndale proposed reversing the
words “State Sovereignty, National Union” in light of the Civil War, but a bill was
passed on March 7, 1867, creating a new seal with the original wording. Tyndale did
change the banner’s placement on the seal with “Sovereignty” being upside down,
decreasing its readability.

The state seal has been recut several times since 1868, but Tyndale’s design has
remained unchanged. The current seal depicts an eagle with a banner in its beak with
the state motto, “State Sovereignty, National Union.” The words “Seal of the State of
Illinois” and “Aug. 26th 1818” — the date the first Illinois Constitution was signed —
encircle the design.

On Aug. 26, 2002, Secretary of State Jesse White announced that Illinois State
Archives staff had uncovered the oldest-known impression of the original state seal
while processing 19th-century Madison County court records. The discovery dated
Nov. 18, 1819, revealed previously unknown details on the original seal.

The Secretary of State is the keeper of the Great Seal of the State of Illinois.
Reproduction or use of the state seal or the state flag is permissible only in strict
accordance with Chapter 5 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes.

Illinois State Flag
Illinois has had two official state flags. Mrs. Ella

Park Lawrence, state regent of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR), led a vigorous campaign
that included a contest among Illinois DAR chapters to
design the first state flag. The Rockford chapter’s entry,
designed by Miss Lucy Derwent, was chosen. State
Senator Raymond D. Meeker in tro duced a bill making
the DAR’s design the official state flag, and it became
law in July 1915.

More than 50 years later, a move to design a new
flag was initiated by Chief Petty Officer Bruce McDaniel of Waverly, then serving in
Vietnam. The identity of the Illinois flag hanging among other state flags in his mess
hall was often questioned because it did not carry the state’s name. McDaniel
requested that the word “Illinois” be added to the flag.

A bill to amend the original Flag Act of 1915, adding the word “Illinois” to the
flag, was signed into law by Governor Richard B. Ogilvie in September 1969.
Ogilvie then appointed a committee to develop specifications for the new state flag
to ensure its uniformity of design and color in its reproduction by flag makers.

Mrs. Sanford Hutchison of Greenfield submitted a flag design that contained
all the required elements as specified by law. Her design — a white field with the
word “Illinois” and an exact replica of the state seal — became the official state flag
of Illinois in July 1970.
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Official State Symbols
State Tree — White Oak: In 1907, Mrs. James C. Fessler of Rochelle suggested to
state officials that Illinois schoolchildren vote for a state tree and state flower. The
native oak was selected for the state tree and became law in 1908. In 1973, a special
poll of some 900,000 children changed the state tree from the native oak to the white
oak, and it was signed into law that year.

State Flower — Violet: When schoolchildren voted on the state tree, they also
selected the violet as the state flower, which also became law in 1908.

State Song — “Illinois”: With music by Archibald Johnston and lyrics by Charles
H. Chamberlain, “Illinois” served as the state’s unofficial song for many years
before the 54th General Assembly passed a bill making it official in 1925. The bill
was introduced by state Senator Florence Fifer Bohrer, the first woman to serve as
an Illinois Senator. (See page 61 for lyrics.)

State Bird — Cardinal: In 1928, the Macomb branch of the National Federation of
Professional Women’s Clubs suggested that Illinois schoolchildren select a state
bird. The cardinal was chosen from five birds common in Illinois and became law
in 1929.

State Slogan — “Land of Lincoln”: The slogan that appears on Illinois license plates
was adopted by the General Assembly in 1955. That same year, Congress granted
Illinois a copyright for exclusive use of the “Land of Lincoln” insignia.

State Mineral — Fluorite: A bill designating fluorite as the official state mineral
was passed in 1965. Calcium fluorite is a glass-like mineral used in making steel,
enamels, aluminum, glass and many chemicals. Illinois is the largest producer of
fluorite in the United States.

State Insect — Monarch Butterfly: In 1974, a Dennis School third-grade class in
Decatur proposed the orange and black monarch butterfly as the state insect, which
became law in 1975.

State Animal — White-tailed Deer: The white-tailed deer was selected the state
animal by Illinois schoolchildren in 1980 and became law in January 1982. Native to
North America, the deer has a gray coat that turns reddish brown in summer and
an eye-catching tail that is bright white on the underside.

State Fish — Bluegill: The state fish was selected by schoolchildren in 1986. A
member of the sunfish family, the colorful bluegill reaches only about nine inches
in length and weighs an average of 14 ounces, but it has a reputation as one of the
best fighting game fish.

State Prairie Grass — Big Bluestem: A law designating big bluestem as Illinois’
official prairie grass was signed into law in August 1989. Big bluestem was chosen
in a poll of students conducted by the state Department of Conservation. Named
for its bluish purple stem, big bluestem is the tallest prairie grass in Illinois.

State Fossil — Tully Monster: A soft-bodied marine animal that lived 280 to 340
million years ago, the Tully monster was designated the state fossil in 1989. An
impression of the Tully monster was discovered in 1955 by amateur archaeologist
Francis J. Tully of Joliet. Since then, more than 100 specimens have been found.
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State Dance — Square Dance: In 1990, a bill designating the square dance the offi-
cial state dance was signed into law. The square dance, first associated with the ear-
ly American settlers, has been in recorded history since 1651.

State Soil — Drummer Silty Clay Loam: A bill designating Drummer silty clay
loam the state soil became law in August 2001. Future Farmers of America members
from Monticello High School and Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences
lobbied for the bill’s passage. Rich, dark Drummer soils are found on more than 1.5
million acres in nearly half of Illinois’ counties. 

State Snack Food — Popcorn: Second- and third-grade students from Cunningham
Elementary School in Joliet, along with their teacher Fran Hollister, saw their class
project — to make popcorn the official snack food of Illinois — become law in
August 2003.

State Amphibian — Eastern Tiger Salamander: Following a statewide online vot-
ing contest, a law was passed in July 2005 making the eastern tiger salamander the
state amphibian. The species is the largest Illinois terrestrial salamander and is
found throughout the state.

State Reptile — Painted Turtle: Through the same voting contest, Illinois citizens
also selected the painted turtle as the state reptile, which also became law in July
2005. The painted turtle is among the world’s most colorful aquatic turtles and is a
familiar sight in lakes and ponds across the state.

State Fruit — Goldrush Apple: A fourth-grade class at Woodlawn Elementary
School chose the Goldrush apple as the state fruit following a research project on
the apple. A law making it official was passed in August 2007. The sweet-tart apple
has a golden color with a bronze blush and is noted for its disease resistance and
long storage life.
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Official State Song
“Illinois”

By thy rivers gently flowing, Illinois, Illinois, 
O’er thy prairies verdant growing, Illinois, Illinois,
Comes an echo on the breeze, rustling through the leafy trees, 
And its mellow tones are these, Illinois, Illinois,
And its mellow tones are these, Illinois. 

From a wilderness of prairies, Illinois, Illinois, 
Straight thy way and never varies, Illinois, Illinois, 
Till upon the inland sea, stands thy great commercial tree, 
Turning all the world to thee, Illinois, Illinois,
Turning all the world to thee, Illinois. 

When you heard your country calling, Illinois, Illinois,
Where the shot and shell were falling, Illinois, Illinois,
When the Southern host withdrew, pitting Gray against the Blue, 
There were none more brave than you, Illinois, Illinois, 
There were none more brave than you, Illinois. 

Not without thy wondrous story, Illinois, Illinois, 
Can be writ the nation’s glory, Illinois, Illinois,
On the record of thy years, Abraham Lincoln’s name appears, 
Grant and Logan, and our tears, Illinois, Illinois,
Grant and Logan, and our tears, Illinois. 

Music by Archibald Johnston; lyrics by Charles H. Chamberlain.

61



62

1970 ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION 
HISTORY & HIGHLIGHTS

Illinois’ sixth Constitutional Convention convened in Springfield on Dec. 8, 1969.
A total of 116 members — two elected from each senatorial district — met at a nonpar-
tisan convention to revise, alter or amend the 1870 Illinois Constitution.

After nine months of in-depth study and debate, the members presented their
work product to the people — a constitution they considered to be workable for 25
years, 50 years — or as in the case of the 1870 Constitution — 100 years. Features of the
1970 Illinois Constitution are highlighted below:

Bill of Rights. Preserves individual rights set out in the 1870 Constitution —  free-
dom of speech and religion, protection against self-incrimination, etc., and guarantees
freedom from discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national ancestry and sex
in the hiring and promotion practices of an employer or in the sale or rental of proper-
ty. Other provisions guarantee women the equal protection of the laws and prohibit
discrimination based solely on physical or mental disabilities.

Suffrage and Elections. Lowered residency requirements, provided that registra-
tion and election laws be general and uniform, and provided for a bipartisan board to
supervise the administration of such laws. Reduced the majorities required for adop-
tion of constitutional amendments and for calling a constitutional convention.

Legislative. Designated that the presiding officer of the Senate be elected from the
membership. Vacancies in the General Assembly are filled by appointment as provided
by law, and the appointee serves until the next general election; the person appointed is
to be a member of the same political party as the member elected. Alternative methods
of reapportionment are outlined in the event the General Assembly fails to redistrict
itself. Most importantly, the General Assembly is required to convene annually.

Executive. Authorized agency reorganization by executive order, enabling the
Governor to reassign functions or reorganize agencies directly responsible to him. In
addition to the Governor’s veto power over entire pieces of legislation and specific
items in appropriation bills, he has the power to reduce appropriations. The Governor
and Lieutenant Governor run as a team. A Comptroller replaced the Auditor of Public
Accounts, and the chief state education officer became appointive.

Judicial. Retained the elective method of selecting judges and provided for the
reclassification of circuit judges. A Judicial Inquiry Board was created to hear com-
plaints about the official conduct of judges. The Courts Commission hears complaints
filed by the Judicial Inquiry Board.

Local Government. Instituted the concept of home rule for Illinois. Major local
governments were given wide authority to exercise power and perform functions relat-
ing to their affairs.

Finance. Provided for an annual, balanced executive budget, a uniform system of
accounting for local governments and an Auditor General appointed by the General
Assembly.

Revenue. Provided that any income tax must be at a non-graduated rate and the
rate for corporations cannot exceed the rate for individuals by a ratio greater than 8 to
5. Permitted the classification of real property for tax purposes in counties with popu-
lations of more than 200,000. Abolished the personal property tax by 1979. Allowed
homestead exemptions, exemptions of food, etc., from the sales tax. Required a three-
fifths vote of the legislature or voter approval for general obligation borrowing; only a
simple legislative majority is required for revenue bonds.



Education. Stipulated that all persons are to be educated to the limit of their
capacities and gave the state primary responsibility for financing educational institu-
tions and services. Created a new State Board of Education with authority to appoint a
chief state educational officer.

Constitutional Amendments
The Illinois Constitution was adopted in convention, Sept. 3, 1970; ratified by the

people, Dec. 15, 1970; and became effective July 1, 1971. Since its adoption, 10 amend-
ments have been approved and adopted. A brief explanation of the amended articles
follows:

First Amendment — 1980 — Legislative Article (Cutback Amendment).
Eliminated cumulative voting and reduced the size of the House of Representatives
from 177 to 118 members. As of 1970, voters in multi-member legislative districts divid-
ed three votes between candidates for representative, with each district electing three
representatives, no more than two of whom could be from the same party. With the
1982 effective date of the amendment, districts were divided into two single-member
representative districts in which voters cast a single vote for state representative, and
one legislative district from which they cast one vote for senator.

Second Amendment — 1980 — Revenue Article (Delinquent Tax Sales). In an
effort to prevent abuse in scavenger sales by tax delinquent property owners, the min-
imum redemption from scavenger sales was reduced to 90 days for vacant non-farm
real estate, improved residential real estate of seven or more units, and commercial and
industrial real estate when at least five years of taxes are delinquent. After adoption of
this amendment, the General Assembly established six months from the date of sale as
the minimum redemption period for properties falling within these classes.

Third Amendment — 1982 — Bill of Rights Article (Bail and Habeas Corpus).
Allows state criminal court judges to deny bail to persons accused of crimes carrying a
possible life sentence. Prior to its passage, only persons accused of an offense punish-
able by death could be ineligible for bail.

Fourth Amendment (Amended Third Amendment) — 1986 — Bill of Rights
Article (Bail and Habeas Corpus). Allows state criminal court judges to deny bail to
persons accused of certain crimes when the court determines that the persons may pose
a threat to the community.

Fifth Amendment — 1988 — Suffrage and Elections Article (Voting Quali -
fications). Reduced the voting age for every U.S. citizen voting in state elections from
21 years to 18 years and the permanent state residency requirement from six months to
30 days preceding any election.

Sixth Amendment (Amended Second Amendment) — 1990 — Revenue Article
(Delinquent Tax Sales). Reduced the period of delinquent taxes to two years for the
minimum six-month redemption period following tax sales on delinquent commercial,
industrial, vacant non-farm and large multi-family residential properties only.

Seventh Amendment — 1992 — Bill of Rights Article (Crime Victims’ Rights).
Provides rights for crime victims, beginning with the right to be treated with fairness,
dignity and respect for their privacy throughout the criminal justice process.
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Eighth Amendment — 1994 — Bill of Rights Article (Rights After Indictment).
Changes the rights of the accused in a criminal prosecution by replacing language giv-
ing the accused the right “to meet the witnesses face to face” with language giving the
accused the right “to be confronted with the witnesses against him or her.”

Ninth Amendment — 1994 — Legislative Article (Effective Dates of Laws).
Previously, any bill passed after June 30 could not take effect before July 1 of the follow-
ing year unless the bill passed the legislature by a three-fifths vote. This amendment
changed the date when the three-fifths vote requirement takes effect from July 1 to June
1. As a result, any bill passed after May 31 will not take effect until June 1 of the follow-
ing year unless the legislature passes it by a three-fifths vote.

Tenth Amendment — 1998 — Judiciary Article (Retirement-Discipline). Adds
two citizens appointed by the Governor to the Illinois Courts Commission. The
Commission, which includes one Supreme Court Justice, two Appellate Court Judges
and two Circuit Judges, hears complaints filed against judges by the Judicial Inquiry
Board.

Eleventh Amendment — 2010 — Suffrage and Elections Article (Governor Recall
Initiative). Allows voters the right to petition for a special election to recall a Gov ernor
and for the special election of a successor Governor. Requires that at least 20 state repre-
sentatives and 10 state senators, equally balanced from each party in each chamber, sign
a notice of intent to recall the Governor before a petition can be circulated.

Proposed Constitutional Conventions
Article 14 of the 1970 Illinois State Constitution mandates that voters be given the

opportunity to call a constitutional convention every 20 years unless the General
Assembly calls for one before that. A constitutional convention was proposed to Illinois
voters in the 1988 general election but was defeated 2,727,144 to 900,109. In the
November 2008 general election, voters again rejected a call for a constitutional conven-
tion. The vote was 3,062,365 against and 1,493,013 for it.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
Adopted in Convention at Springfield, September 3, 1970. Ratified

by the People, December 15, 1970. In force July 1, 1971.

Preamble
We, the People of the State of Illinois — grateful to Almighty God for the civil,

political and religious liberty which He has permitted us to enjoy and seeking His
blessing upon our endeavors — in order to provide for the health, safety and welfare
of the people; maintain a representative and orderly government; eliminate poverty
and inequality; assure legal, social and economic justice; provide opportunity for the
fullest development of the individual; insure domestic tranquility; provide for the com-
mon defense; and secure the blessings of freedom and liberty to ourselves and our pos-
terity — do ordain and establish this Constitution for the State of Illinois.

Article I — Bill of Rights
Section 1. Inherent and Inalienable Rights

All men are by nature free and independent and have certain inherent and inalien-
able rights among which are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. To secure these
rights and the protection of property, governments are instituted among men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed.

Section 2. Due Process and Equal Protection
No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law

nor be denied the equal protection of the laws.

Section 3. Religious Freedom
The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without dis-

crimination, shall forever be guaranteed, and no person shall be denied any civil or
political right, privilege or capacity, on account of his religious opinions; but the liber-
ty of conscience hereby secured shall not be construed to dispense with oaths or affir-
mations, excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with the peace or
safety of the State. No person shall be required to attend or support any ministry or
place of worship against his consent, nor shall any preference be given by law to any
religious denomination or mode of worship.

Section 4. Freedom of Speech
All persons may speak, write and publish freely, being responsible for the abuse of

that liberty. In trials for libel, both civil and criminal, the truth, when published with
good motives and for justifiable ends, shall be a sufficient defense.

Section 5. Right to Assemble and Petition
The people have the right to assemble in a peaceable manner, to consult for the

common good, to make known their opinions to their representatives and to apply for
redress of grievances.

Section 6. Searches, Seizures, Privacy and Interceptions
The people shall have the right to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and

other possessions against unreasonable searches, seizures, invasions of privacy or
interceptions of communications by eavesdropping devices or other means. No war-
rant shall issue without probable cause, supported by affidavit particularly describing
the place to be searched and the persons or things to be seized.
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Section 7. Indictment and Preliminary Hearing
No person shall be held to answer for a criminal offense unless on indictment of a

grand jury, except in cases in which the punishment is by fine or by imprisonment oth-
er than in the penitentiary, in cases of impeachment, and in cases arising in the militia
when in actual service in time of war or public danger. The General Assembly by law
may abolish the grand jury or further limit its use.

No person shall be held to answer for a crime punishable by death or by impris-
onment in the penitentiary unless either the initial charge has been brought by indict-
ment of a grand jury or the person has been given a prompt preliminary hearing to
establish probable cause.

Section 8. Rights After Indictment
In criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have the right to appear and defend in

person and by counsel; to demand the nature and cause of the accusation and have a
copy thereof; to be confronted with the witnesses against him or her and to have
process to compel the attendance of witnesses in his or her behalf; and to have a speedy
public trial by an impartial jury of the county in which the offense is alleged to have
been committed. (As amended by the Eighth Amendment to the Constitution. Approved
November 8, 1994, effective November 29, 1994.)

Section 8.1. Crime Victims’ Rights
(a) Crime victims, as defined by law, shall have the following rights as provided

by law:
(1) The right to be treated with fairness and respect for their dignity and pri-

vacy throughout the criminal justice process.
(2) The right to notification of court proceedings.
(3) The right to communicate with the prosecution.
(4) The right to make a statement to the court at sentencing.
(5) The right to information about the conviction, sentence, imprisonment,

and release of the accused.
(6) The right to timely disposition of the case following the arrest of the

accused.
(7) The right to be reasonably protected from the accused throughout the

criminal justice process.
(8) The right to be present at the trial and all other court proceedings on the

same basis as the accused, unless the victim is to testify and the court
determines that the victim’s testimony would be materially affected if
the victim hears other testimony at the trial.

(9) The right to have present at all court proceedings, subject to the rules of
evidence, an advocate or other support person of the victim’s choice.

(10) The right to restitution.
(b) The General Assembly may provide by law for the enforcement of this

Section.
(c) The General Assembly may provide for an assessment against convicted

defendants to pay for crime victims’ rights.
(d) Nothing in this Section or in any law enacted under this Section shall be con-

strued as creating a basis for vacating a conviction or a ground for appellate
relief in any criminal case. (Section 8.1 added by the Seventh Amendment to the
Constitution. Approved November 3, 1992, effective November 23, 1992.)
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Section 9. Bail and Habeas Corpus
All persons shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for the following offens-

es where the proof is evident or the presumption great: capital offenses; offenses for
which a sentence of life imprisonment may be imposed as a consequence of conviction;
and felony offenses for which a sentence of imprisonment, without conditional and
revocable release, shall be imposed by law as a consequence of conviction, when the
court, after a hearing, determines that release of the offender would pose a real and
present threat to the physical safety of any person. The privilege of the writ of habeas
corpus shall not be suspended except in cases of rebellion or invasion when the public
safety may require it.

Any costs accruing to a unit of local government as a result of the denial of bail
pursuant to the 1986 Amendment to this Section shall be reimbursed by the State to the
unit of local government. (As amended by the Fourth Amendment to the Constitution.
Approved November 4, 1986, effective November 25, 1986.)

Section 10. Self-Incrimination and Double Jeopardy
No person shall be compelled in a criminal case to give evidence against himself

nor be twice put in jeopardy for the same offense.

Section 11. Limitation of Penalties After Conviction
All penalties shall be determined both according to the seriousness of the offense

and with the objective of restoring the offender to useful citizenship. No conviction
shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate. No person shall be transported
out of the State for an offense committed within the State.

Section 12. Right to Remedy and Justice
Every person shall find a certain remedy in the laws for all injuries and wrongs

which he receives to his person, privacy, property or reputation. He shall obtain justice
by law, freely, completely, and promptly.

Section 13. Trial by Jury
The right of trial by jury as heretofore enjoyed shall remain inviolate.

Section 14. Imprisonment for Debt
No person shall be imprisoned for debt unless he refuses to deliver up his estate

for the benefit of his creditors as provided by law or unless there is a strong presump-
tion of fraud. No person shall be imprisoned for failure to pay a fine in a criminal case
unless he has been afforded adequate time to make payment, in installments if neces-
sary, and has willfully failed to make payment.

Section 15. Right of Eminent Domain
Private property shall not be taken or damaged for public use without just com-

pensation as provided by law. Such compensation shall be determined by a jury as pro-
vided by law.

Section 16. Ex Post Facto Laws and Impairing Contracts
No ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts or making an

irrevocable grant of special privileges or immunities, shall be passed.

Section 17. No discrimination in Employment or in the Sale or Rental of Property
All persons shall have the right to be free from discrimination on the basis of race,

color, creed, national ancestry and sex in the hiring and promotion practices of any
employer or in the sale or rental of property.
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These rights are enforceable without action by the General Assembly, but the
General Assembly by law may establish reasonable exemptions relating to these rights
and provide additional remedies for their violation.

Section 18. No Discrimination on the Basis of Sex
The equal protection of the laws shall not be denied or abridged on account of sex

by the State or its units of local government and school districts.

Section 19. No Discrimination Against the Handicapped
All persons with a physical or mental handicap shall be free from discrimination

in the sale or rental of property and shall be free from discrimination unrelated to abil-
ity in the hiring and promotion practices of any employer.

Section 20. Individual Dignity
To promote individual dignity, communications that portray criminality, depravi-

ty or lack of virtue in, or that incite violence, hatred, abuse or hostility toward, a per-
son or group of persons by reason of or by reference to religious, racial, ethnic, national
or regional affiliation are condemned.

Section 21. Quartering of Soldiers
No soldier in time of peace shall be quartered in a house without the consent of

the owner; nor in time of war except as provided by law.

Section 22. Right to Arms
Subject only to the police power, the right of the individual citizen to keep and

bear arms shall not be infringed.

Section 23. Fundamental Principles
A frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles of civil government is neces-

sary to preserve the blessings of liberty. These blessings cannot endure unless the peo-
ple recognize their corresponding individual obligations and responsibilities.

Section 24. Rights Retained
The enumeration in this Constitution of certain rights shall not be construed to

deny or disparage others retained by the individual citizens of the State.

Article II — The Powers of the State
Section 1. Separation of Powers

The legislative, executive and judicial branches are separate. No branch shall exer-
cise powers properly belonging to another.

Section 2. Powers of Government
The enumeration in this Constitution of specified powers and functions shall not

be construed as a limitation of powers of state government.

Article III — Suffrage and Elections
Section 1. Voting Qualifications

Every United States Citizen who has attained the age of 18 or any other voting age
required by the United States for voting in State elections and who has been a perma-
nent resident of this State for at least 30 days next preceding any election shall have the
right to vote at such election. The General Assembly by law may establish registration
requirements and require permanent residence in an election district not to exceed thir-
ty days prior to an election. The General Assembly by law may establish shorter resi-
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dence requirements for voting for President and Vice President of the United States. (As
amended by the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution. Approved November 8, 1988, effective
November 28, 1988.) 

Section 2. Voting Disqualifications
A person convicted of a felony, or otherwise under sentence in a correctional insti-

tution or jail, shall lose the right to vote, which right shall be restored not later than
upon completion of his sentence.

Section 3. Election
All elections shall be free and equal.

Section 4. Election Laws
The General Assembly by law shall define permanent residence for voting purpos-

es, insure secrecy of voting and the integrity of the election process, and facilitate reg-
istration and voting by all qualified persons. Laws governing voter registration and
conduct of elections shall be general and uniform.

Section 5. Board of Elections
A State Board of Elections shall have general supervision over the administration

of the registration and election laws throughout the State. The General Assembly by
law shall determine the size, manner of selection and compensation of the Board. No
political party shall have a majority of members of the Board.

Section 6. General Election
As used in all articles of this Constitution except Article VII, “general election”

means the biennial election at which members of the General Assembly are elected.
Such election shall be held on the Tuesday following the first Monday of November in
even-numbered years or on such other day as provided by law.

Section 7. Initiative to Recall Governor
(a) The recall of the Governor may be proposed by a petition signed by a num-

ber of electors equal in number to at least 15% of the total votes cast for
Governor in the preceding gubernatorial election, with at least 100 signatures
from each of at least 25 separate counties. A petition shall have been signed
by the petitioning electors not more than 150 days after an affidavit has been
filed with the State Board of Elections providing notice of intent to circulate a
petition to recall the Governor. The affidavit may be filed no sooner than 6
months after the beginning of the Governor's term of office. The affidavit shall
have been signed by the proponent of the recall petition, at least 20 members
of the House of Representatives, and at least 10 members of the Senate, with
no more than half of the signatures of members of each chamber from the
same established political party.

(b) The form of the petition, circulation, and procedure for determining the valid-
ity and sufficiency of a petition shall be as provided by law. If the petition is
valid and sufficient, the State Board of Elections shall certify the petition not
more than 100 days after the date the petition was filed, and the question
"Shall (name) be recalled from the office of Governor?" must be submitted to
the electors at a special election called by the State Board of Elections, to occur
not more than 100 days after certification of the petition. A recall petition cer-
tified by the State Board of Elections may not be withdrawn and another
recall petition may not be initiated against the Governor during the remain-
der of the current term of office. Any recall petition or recall election pending
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on the date of the next general election at which a candidate for Governor is
elected is moot.

(c) If a petition to recall the Governor has been filed with the State Board of
Elections, a person eligible to serve as Governor may propose his or her can-
didacy by a petition signed by a number of electors equal in number to the
requirement for petitions for an established party candidate for the office of
Governor, signed by petitioning electors not more than 50 days after a recall
petition has been filed with the State Board of Elections. The form of a succes-
sor election petition, circulation, and procedure for determining the validity
and sufficiency of a petition shall be as provided by law. If the successor elec-
tion petition is valid and sufficient, the State Board of Elections shall certify
the petition not more than 100 days after the date the petition to recall the
Governor was filed. Names of candidates for nomination to serve as the can-
didate of an established political party must be submitted to the electors at a
special primary election, if necessary, called by the State Board of Elections to
be held at the same time as the special election on the question of recall estab-
lished under subsection (b). Names of candidates for the successor election
must be submitted to the electors at a special successor election called by the
State Board of Elections, to occur not more than 60 days after the date of the
special primary election or on a date established by law.

(d) The Governor is immediately removed upon certification of the recall election
results if a majority of the electors voting on the question vote to recall the
Governor. If the Governor is removed, then (i) an Acting Governor deter-
mined under subsection (a) of Section 6 of Article V shall serve until the
Governor elected at the special successor election is qualified and (ii) the can-
didate who receives the highest number of votes in the special successor elec-
tion is elected Governor for the balance of the term. (As added by the Eleventh
Amendment to the Constitution. Adopted at general election November 2, 2010.)

Article IV — The Legislature
Section 1. Legislature — Power and Structure

The legislative power is vested in a General Assembly consisting of a Senate and
a House of Representatives, elected by the electors from 59 Legislative Districts and 118
Representative Districts. (As amended by the First Amendment to the Constitution.
Approved November 4, 1980, effective November 26, 1980.)

Section 2. Legislative Composition
(a) One Senator shall be elected from each Legislative District. Immediately fol-

lowing each decennial redistricting, the General Assembly by law shall divide
the Legislative Districts as equally as possible into three groups. Senators
from one group shall be elected for terms of four years, four years and two
years; Senators from the second group, for terms of four years, two years and
four years; and Senators from the third group, for terms of two years, four
years and four years. The Legislative Districts in each group shall be distrib-
uted substantially equally over the State.

(b) Each Legislative District shall be divided into two Representative Districts. In
1982 and every two years thereafter one Representative shall be elected from
each Representative District for a term of two years.

(c) To be eligible to serve as a member of the General Assembly, a person must be
a United States citizen, at least 21 years old, and for the two years preceding
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his election or appointment a resident of the district which he is to represent.
In the general election following a redistricting, a candidate for the General
Assembly may be elected from any district which contains a part of the district
in which he resided at the time of the redistricting and reelected if a resident
of the new district he represents for 18 months prior to reelection.

(d) Within thirty days after a vacancy occurs, it shall be filled by appointment as
provided by law. If the vacancy is in a Senatorial office with more than twen-
ty-eight months remaining in the term, the appointed Senator shall serve until
the next general election, at which time a Senator shall be elected to serve for
the remainder of the term. If the vacancy is in a Representative office or in any
other Senatorial office, the appointment shall be for the remainder of the term.
An appointee to fill a vacancy shall be a member of the same political party
as the person he succeeds.

(e) No member of the General Assembly shall receive compensation as a public
officer or employee from any other governmental entity for time during
which he is in attendance as a member of the General Assembly.

No member of the General Assembly during the term for which he was
elected or appointed shall be appointed to a public office which shall have
been created or the compensation for which shall have been increased by the
General Assembly during that term. (As amended by the First Amendment to the
Constitution. Approved November 4, 1980, effective November 26, 1980.)

Section 3. Legislative Redistricting
(a) Legislative Districts shall be compact, contiguous and substantially equal in

population. Representative Districts shall be compact, contiguous, and sub-
stantially equal in population.

(b) In the year following each Federal decennial census year, the General
Assembly by law shall redistrict the Legislative Districts and the
Representative Districts.

If no redistricting plan becomes effective by June 30 of that year, a Legislative
Redistricting Commission shall be constituted not later than July 10. The Commission
shall consist of eight members, no more than four of whom shall be members of the
same political party.

The Speaker and Minority Leader of the House of Representatives shall each
appoint to the Commission one Representative and one person who is not a member of
the General Assembly. The President and Minority Leader of the Senate shall each
appoint to the Commission one Senator and one person who is not a member of the
General Assembly.

The members shall be certified to the Secretary of State by the appointing author-
ities. A vacancy on the Commission shall be filled within five days by the authority that
made the original appointment. A Chairman and Vice Chairman shall be chosen by a
majority of all members of the Commission.

Not later than August 10, the Commission shall file with the Secretary of State a
redistricting plan approved by at least five members.

If the Commission fails to file an approved redistricting plan, the Supreme Court
shall submit the names of two persons, not of the same political party, to the Secretary
of State not later than September 1.

Not later than September 5, the Secretary of State publicly shall draw by random
selection the name of one of the two persons to serve as the ninth member of the
Commission.
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Not later than October 5, the Commission shall file with the Secretary of State a
redistricting plan approved by at least five members.

An approved redistricting plan filed with the Secretary of State shall be presumed
valid, shall have the force and effect of law and shall be published promptly by the
Secretary of State.

The Supreme Court shall have the original and exclusive jurisdiction over actions
concerning redistricting the House and Senate, which shall be initiated in the name of
the People of the State by the Attorney General. (As amended by the First Amendment to
the Constitution. Approved November 4, 1980, effective November 26, 1980.)

Section 4. Election
Members of the General Assembly shall be elected at the general election in even-

numbered years.

Section 5. Sessions
(a) The General Assembly shall convene each year on the second Wednesday of

January. The General Assembly shall be a continuous body during the term
for which members of the House of Representatives are elected.

(b) The Governor may convene the General Assembly or the Senate alone in spe-
cial session by a proclamation stating the purpose of the session; and only
business encompassed by such purpose, together with any impeachments or
confirmation of appointments shall be transacted. Special sessions of the
General Assembly may also be convened by joint proclamation of the presid-
ing officers of both houses, issued as provided by law.

(c) Sessions of each house of the General Assembly and meetings of committees,
joint committees and legislative commissions shall be open to the public.
Sessions and committee meetings of a house may be closed to the public if two-
thirds of the members elected to that house determine that the public interest
so requires; and meetings of joint committees and legislative commissions may
be so closed if two-thirds of the members elected to each house so determine.

Section 6. Organization
(a) A majority of the members elected to each house constitutes a quorum.
(b) On the first day of the January session of the General Assembly in odd-num-

bered years, the Secretary of State shall convene the House of Representatives
to elect from its membership a Speaker of the House of Representatives as pre-
siding officer, and the Governor shall convene the Senate to elect from its
membership a President of the Senate as presiding officer.

(c) For purposes of powers of appointment conferred by this Constitution, the
Minority Leader of either house is a member of the numerically strongest
political party other than the party to which the Speaker or the President
belongs, as the case may be.

(d) Each house shall determine the rules of its proceedings, judge the elections,
returns and qualifications of its members and choose its officers. No member
shall be expelled by either house, except by a vote of two-thirds of the mem-
bers elected to that house. A member may be expelled only once for the same
offense. Each house may punish by imprisonment any person, not a member,
guilty of disrespect to the house by disorderly or contemptuous behavior in
its presence. Imprisonment shall not extend beyond twenty-four hours at one
time unless the person persists in disorderly or contemptuous behavior.
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Section 7. Transaction of Business
(a) Committees of each house, joint committees of the two houses and legislative

commissions shall give reasonable public notice of meetings, including a
statement of subjects to be considered.

(b) Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings and a transcript of its
debates. The journal shall be published and the transcript shall be available to
the public.

(c) Either house or any committee thereof as provided by law may compel by
subpoena the attendance and testimony of witnesses and the production of
books, records and papers.

Section 8. Passage of Bills
(a) The enacting clause of the laws of this State shall be: “Be it enacted by the

People of the State of Illinois, represented in the General Assembly.”
(b) The General Assembly shall enact laws only by bill. Bills may originate in

either house, but may be amended or rejected by the other.
(c) No bill shall become a law without the concurrence of a majority of the mem-

bers elected to each house. Final passage of a bill shall be by record vote. In
the Senate at the request of two members, and in the House at the request of
five members, a record vote may be taken on any other occasion. A record
vote is a vote by yeas and nays entered on the journal.

(d) A bill shall be read by title on three different days in each house. A bill and
each amendment thereto shall be reproduced and placed on the desk of each
member before final passage.

Bills, except bills for appropriations and for the codification, revision or rearrange-
ment of laws, shall be confined to one subject. Appropriation bills shall be limited to
the subject of appropriations. A bill expressly amending a law shall set forth complete-
ly the sections amended.

The Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate shall
sign each bill that passes both houses to certify that the procedural requirements for
passage have been met.

Section 9. Veto Procedure
(a) Every bill passed by the General Assembly shall be presented to the Governor

within 30 calendar days after its passage. The foregoing requirement shall be
judicially enforceable. If the Governor approves the bill, he shall sign it and it
shall become law.

(b) If the Governor does not approve the bill, he shall veto it by returning it with
his objections to the house in which it originated. Any bill not so returned by
the Governor within 60 calendar days after it is presented to him shall become
law. If recess or adjournment of the General Assembly prevents the return of
a bill, the bill and the Governor’s objections shall be filed with the Secretary
of State within such 60 calendar days. The Secretary of State shall return the
bill and objections to the originating house promptly upon the next meeting
of the same General Assembly at which the bill can be considered.

(c) The house to which a bill is returned shall immediately enter the Governor’s
objections upon its journal. If within 15 calendar days after such entry that
house by a record vote of three-fifths of the members elected passes the bill,
it shall be delivered immediately to the second house. If within 15 calendar
days after such delivery the second house by a record vote of three-fifths of
the members elected passes the bill, it shall become law.
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(d) The Governor may reduce or veto any item of appropriations in a bill present-
ed to him. Portions of a bill not reduced or vetoed shall become law. An item
vetoed shall be returned to the house in which it originated and may become
law in the same manner as a vetoed bill. An item reduced in amount shall be
returned to the house in which it originated and may be restored to its origi-
nal amount in the same manner as a vetoed bill except that the required
record vote shall be a majority of the members elected to each house. If a
reduced item is not so restored, it shall become law in the reduced amount.

(e) The Governor may return a bill together with specific recommendations for
change to the house in which it originated. The bill shall be considered in the
same manner as a vetoed bill but the specific recommendations may be
accepted by a record vote of a majority of the members elected to each house.
Such bill shall be presented again to the Governor and if he certifies that such
acceptance conforms to his specific recommendations, the bill shall become
law. If he does not so certify, he shall return it as a vetoed bill to the house in
which it originated.

Section 10. Effective Date of Laws
The General Assembly shall provide by law for a uniform effective date for laws

passed prior to June 1 of a calendar year. The General Assembly may provide for a dif-
ferent effective date in any law passed prior to June 1. A bill passed after May 31 shall
not become effective prior to June 1 of the next calendar year unless the General
Assembly by the vote of three-fifths of the members elected to each house provides for
an earlier effective date. (As amended by the Ninth Amendment to the Constitution.
Approved November 8, 1994, effective November 29, 1994.)

Section 11. Compensation and Allowances
A member shall receive a salary and allowances as provided by law, but changes

in the salary of a member shall not take effect during the term for which he has been
elected.

Section 12. Legislative Immunity
Except in cases of treason, felony or breach of peace, a member shall be privileged

from arrest going to, during, and returning from sessions of the General Assembly. A
member shall not be held to answer before any other tribunal for any speech or debate,
written or oral, in either house. These immunities shall apply to committee and legisla-
tive commission proceedings.

Section 13. Special Legislation
The General Assembly shall pass no special or local law when a general law is or

can be made applicable. Whether a general law is or can be made applicable shall be a
matter for judicial determination.

Section 14. Impeachment
The House of Representatives has the sole power to conduct legislative investiga-

tions to determine the existence of cause for impeachment and, by the vote of a major-
ity of the members elected, to impeach Executive and Judicial officers. Impeachments
shall be tried by the Senate. When sitting for that purpose, Senators shall be upon oath,
or affirmation, to do justice according to law. If the Governor is tried, the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court shall preside. No person shall be convicted without the concur-
rence of two-thirds of the Senators elected. Judgment shall not extend beyond removal
from office and disqualification to hold any public office of this State. An impeached

74



officer, whether convicted or acquitted, shall be liable to prosecution, trial, judgment
and punishment according to law.

Section 15. Adjournment
(a) When the General Assembly is in session, neither house without the consent

of the other shall adjourn for more than three days or to a place other than
where the two houses are sitting.

(b) If either house certifies that a disagreement exists between the houses as to
the time for adjourning a session, the Governor may adjourn the General
Assembly to a time not later than the first day of the next annual session.

Article V — The Executive
Section 1. Officers

The Executive Branch shall include a Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney
General, Secretary of State, Comptroller and Treasurer elected by the electors of the
State. They shall keep the public records and maintain a residence at the seat of govern-
ment during their terms of office.

Section 2. Terms
These elected officers of the Executive Branch shall hold office for four years

beginning on the second Monday of January after their election and, except in the case
of the Lieutenant Governor, until their successors are qualified. They shall be elected at
the general election in 1978 and every four years thereafter.

Section 3. Eligibility
To be eligible to hold the office of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney

General, Secretary of State, Comptroller or Treasurer, a person must be a United States
citizen, at least 25 years old, and a resident of this State for the three years preceding
his election.

Section 4. Joint Election
In the general election for Governor and Lieutenant Governor, one vote shall be

cast jointly for the candidates nominated by the same political party or petition. The
General Assembly may provide by law for the joint nomination of candidates for
Governor and Lieutenant Governor.

Section 5. Canvass — Contests
The election returns for executive offices shall be sealed and transmitted to the

Secretary of State, or other person or body provided by law, who shall examine and con-
solidate the returns. The person having the highest number of votes for an office shall be
declared elected. If two or more persons have an equal and the highest number of votes
for an office, they shall draw lots to determine which of them shall be declared elected.
Election contests shall be decided by the courts in a manner provided by law.

Section 6. Gubernatorial Succession
(a) In the event of a vacancy, the order of succession to the office of Governor or to

the position of Acting Governor shall be the Lieutenant Governor, the elected
Attorney General, the elected Secretary of State, and then as provided by law.

(b) If the Governor is unable to serve because of death, conviction on impeach-
ment, failure to qualify, resignation or other disability, the office of Governor
shall be filled by the officer next in line of succession for the remainder of the
term or until the disability is removed.
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(c) Whenever the Governor determines that he may be seriously impeded in the
exercise of his powers, he shall so notify the Secretary of State and the officer
next in line of succession. The latter shall thereafter become Acting Governor
with the duties and powers of Governor. When the Governor is prepared to
resume office, he shall do so by notifying the Secretary of State and the Acting
Governor.

(d) The General Assembly by law shall specify by whom and by what procedures
the ability of the Governor to serve or to resume office may be questioned and
determined. The Supreme Court shall have original and exclusive jurisdiction
to review such a law and any such determination and, in the absence of such
a law, shall make the determination under such rules as it may adopt.

Section 7. Vacancies in Other Elective Offices
If the Attorney General, Secretary of State, Comptroller or Treasurer fails to quali-

fy or if his office becomes vacant, the Governor shall fill the office by appointment. The
appointee shall hold office until the elected officer qualifies or until a successor is elect-
ed and qualified as may be provided by law and shall not be subject to removal by the
Governor. If the Lieutenant Governor fails to qualify or if his office becomes vacant, it
shall remain vacant until the end of the term.

Section 8. Governor — Supreme Executive Power
The Governor shall have the supreme executive power, and shall be responsible

for the faithful execution of the laws.

Section 9. Governor — Appointing Power
(a) The Governor shall nominate and, by and with the advice and consent of the

Senate, a majority of the members elected concurring by record vote, shall
appoint all officers whose election or appointment is not otherwise provided
for. Any nomination not acted upon by the Senate within 60 session days after
the receipt thereof shall be deemed to have received the advice and consent of
the Senate. The General Assembly shall have no power to elect or appoint offi-
cers of the Executive Branch.

(b) If, during a recess of the Senate, there is a vacancy in an office filled by
appointment by the Governor by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate, the Governor shall make a temporary appointment until the next
meeting of the Senate, when he shall make a nomination to fill such office.

(c) No person rejected by the Senate for an office shall, except at the Senate’s
request, be nominated again for that office at the same session or be appoint-
ed to that office during a recess of that Senate.

Section 10. Governor — Removals
The Governor may remove for incompetence, neglect of duty, or malfeasance in

office any officer who may be appointed by the Governor.

Section 11. Governor — Agency Reorganization
The Governor, by Executive Order, may reassign functions among or reorganize

executive agencies which are directly responsible to him. If such a reassignment or
reorganization would contravene a statute, the Executive Order shall be delivered to
the General Assembly. If the General Assembly is in annual session and if the Executive
Order is delivered on or before April 1, the General Assembly shall consider the
Executive Order at that annual session. If the General Assembly is not in annual session
or if the Executive Order is delivered after April 1, the General Assembly shall consid-
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er the Executive Order at its next annual session, in which case the Executive Order
shall be deemed to have been delivered on the first day of that annual session. Such an
Executive Order shall not become effective if, within 60 calendar days after its delivery
to the General Assembly, either house disapproves the Executive Order by the record
vote of a majority of the members elected. An Executive Order not so disapproved shall
become effective by its terms but not less than 60 calendar days after its delivery to the
General Assembly.

Section 12. Governor — Pardons
The Governor may grant reprieves, commutations and pardons, after conviction,

for all offenses on such terms as he thinks proper. The manner of applying therefore
may be regulated by law.

Section 13. Governor — Legislative Messages
The Governor, at the beginning of each annual session of the General Assembly

and at the close of his term of office, shall report to the General Assembly on the
Condition of the State and recommend such measures as he deems desirable.

Section 14. Lieutenant Governor — Duties
The Lieutenant Governor shall perform the duties and exercise the powers in the

Executive Branch that may be delegated to him by the Governor and that may be pre-
scribed by law.

Section 15. Attorney General — Duties
The Attorney General shall be the legal officer of the State, and shall have the

duties and powers that may be prescribed by law.

Section 16. Secretary of State — Duties
The Secretary of State shall maintain the official records of the acts of the General

Assembly and such official records of the Executive Branch as provided by law. Such
official records shall be available for inspection by the public. He shall keep the Great
Seal of the State of Illinois and perform other duties that may be prescribed by law.

Section 17. Comptroller — Duties
The Comptroller, in accordance with law, shall maintain the State’s central fiscal

accounts, and order payments into and out of the funds held by the Treasurer.

Section 18. Treasurer — Duties
The Treasurer, in accordance with law, shall be responsible for the safe-keeping

and investment of monies and securities deposited with him, and for their disburse-
ment upon order of the Comptroller.

Section 19. Records — Reports
All officers of the Executive Branch shall keep accounts and shall make such

reports as may be required by law. They shall provide the Governor with information
relating to their respective offices, either in writing under oath, or otherwise, as the
Governor may require.

Section 20. Bond
Civil officers of the Executive Branch may be required by law to give reasonable

bond or other security for the faithful performance of their duties. If any officer is in
default of such a requirement, his office shall be deemed vacant.

Section 21. Compensation
Officers of the Executive Branch shall be paid salaries established by law and shall
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receive no other compensation for their services. Changes in the salaries of these offi-
cers elected or appointed for stated terms shall not take effect during the stated terms.

Article VI — The Judiciary
Section 1. Courts

The judicial power is vested in a Supreme Court, an Appellate Court and Circuit
Courts.

Section 2. Judicial Districts
The State is divided into five Judicial Districts for the selection of Supreme and

Appellate Court Judges. The First Judicial District consists of Cook County. The remain-
der of the State shall be divided by law into four Judicial Districts of substantially equal
population, each of which shall be compact and composed of contiguous counties.

Section 3. Supreme Court — Organization
The Supreme Court shall consist of seven Judges. Three shall be selected from the

First Judicial District and one from each of the other Judicial Districts. Four Judges con-
stitute a quorum and the concurrence of four is necessary for a decision. Supreme Court
Judges shall select a Chief Justice from their number to serve for a term of three years.

Section 4. Supreme Court — Jurisdiction
(a) The Supreme Court may exercise original jurisdiction in cases relating to rev-

enue, mandamus, prohibition or habeas corpus and as may be necessary to
the complete determination of any case on review.

(b) Appeals from judgments of Circuit Courts imposing a sentence of death shall
be directly to the Supreme Court as a matter of right. The Supreme Court shall
provide by rule for direct appeal in other cases.

(c) Appeals from the Appellate Court to the Supreme Court are a matter of right
if a question under the Constitution of the United States or of this State aris-
es for the first time in and as a result of the action of the Appellate Court, or
if a division of the Appellate Court certifies that a case decided by it involves
a question of such importance that the case should be decided by the Supreme
Court. The Supreme Court may provide by rule for appeals from the
Appellate Court in other cases.

Section 5. Appellate Court — Organization
The number of Appellate Judges to be selected from each Judicial District shall be

provided by law. The Supreme Court shall prescribe by rule the number of Appellate
divisions in each Judicial District. Each Appellate division shall have at least three
Judges. Assignments to divisions shall be made by the Supreme Court. A majority of a
division constitutes a quorum and the concurrence of a majority of the division is nec-
essary for a decision. There shall be at least one division in each Judicial District and
each division shall sit at times and places prescribed by rules of the Supreme Court.

Section 6. Appellate Court — Jurisdiction
Appeals from final judgments of a Circuit Court are a matter of right to the

Appellate Court in the Judicial District in which the Circuit Court is located except in
cases appealable directly to the Supreme Court and except that after a trial on the mer-
its in a criminal case, there shall be no appeal from a judgment of acquittal. The Supreme
Court may provide by rule for appeals to the Appellate Court from other than final judg-
ments of Circuit Courts. The Appellate Court may exercise original jurisdiction when
necessary to the complete determination of any case on review. The Appellate Court
shall have such powers of direct review of administrative action as provided by law.
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Section 7. Judicial Courts
(a) The State shall be divided into Judicial Circuits consisting of one or more

counties. The First Judicial District shall constitute a Judicial Circuit. The
Judicial Circuits within the other Judicial Districts shall be as provided by law.
Circuits composed of more than one county shall be compact and of contigu-
ous counties. The General Assembly by law may provide for the division of a
circuit for the purpose of selection of Circuit Judges and for the selection of
Circuit Judges from the circuit at large.

(b) Each Judicial Circuit shall have one Circuit Court with such number of Circuit
Judges as provided by law. Unless otherwise provided by law, there shall be
at least one Circuit Judge from each county. In the First Judicial District,
unless otherwise provided by law, Cook County, Chicago, and the area out-
side Chicago shall be separate units for the selection of Circuit Judges, with at
least twelve chosen at large from the area outside Chicago and at least thirty-
six chosen at large from Chicago.

(c) Circuit Judges in each circuit shall select by secret ballot a Chief Judge from
their number to serve at their pleasure. Subject to the authority of the
Supreme Court, the Chief Judge shall have general administrative authority
over his court, including authority to provide for divisions, general or special-
ized, and for appropriate times and places of holding court.

Section 8. Associate Judges
Each Circuit Court shall have such number of Associate Judges as provided by

law. Associate Judges shall be appointed by the Circuit Judges in each circuit as the
Supreme Court shall provide by rule. In the First Judicial District, unless otherwise pro-
vided by law, at least one-fourth of the Associate Judges shall be appointed from, and
reside, outside Chicago. The Supreme Court shall provide by rule for matters to be
assigned to Associate Judges.

Section 9. Circuit Courts — Jurisdiction
Circuit Courts shall have original jurisdiction of all justiciable matters except when

the Supreme Court has original and exclusive jurisdiction relating to redistricting of the
General Assembly and to the ability of the Governor to serve or resume office. Circuit
Courts shall have such power to review administrative action as provided by law.

Section 10. Terms of Office
The terms of office of Supreme and Appellate Court Judges shall be ten years; of

Circuit Judges, six years; and of Associate Judges, four years.

Section 11. Eligibility for Office
No person shall be eligible to be a Judge or Associate Judge unless he is a United

States citizen, a licensed attorney-at-law of this State, and a resident of the unit which
selects him. No change in the boundaries of a unit shall affect the tenure in office of a
Judge or Associate Judge incumbent at the time of such change.

Section 12. Election and Retention
(a) Supreme, Appellate and Circuit Judges shall be nominated at primary elec-

tions or by petition. Judges shall be elected at general or judicial elections as
the General Assembly shall provide by law. A person eligible for the office of
Judge may cause his name to appear on the ballot as a candidate for Judge at
the primary and at the general or judicial elections by submitting petitions.
The General Assembly shall prescribe by law the requirements for petitions.
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(b) The office of a Judge shall be vacant upon his death, resignation, retirement,
removal, or upon the conclusion of his term without retention in office.
Whenever an additional Appellate or Circuit Judge is authorized by law, the
office shall be filled in the manner provided for filling a vacancy in that office.

(c) A vacancy occurring in the office of Supreme, Appellate or Circuit Judge shall be
filled as the General Assembly may provide by law. In the absence of a law,
vacancies may be filled by appointment by the Supreme Court. A person
appointed to fill a vacancy 60 or more days prior to the next primary election to
nominate Judges shall serve until the vacancy is filled for a term at the next gen-
eral or judicial election. A person appointed to fill a vacancy less than 60 days
prior to the next primary election to nominate Judges shall serve until the vacan-
cy is filled at the second general or judicial election following such appointment.

(d) Not less than six months before the general election preceding the expiration
of his term of office, a Supreme, Appellate or Circuit Judge who has been
elected to that office may file in the office of the Secretary of State a declara-
tion of candidacy to succeed himself. The Secretary of State, not less than 63
days before the election, shall certify the Judge’s candidacy to the proper elec-
tion officials. The names of Judges seeking retention shall be submitted to the
electors, separately and without party designation, on the sole question
whether each Judge shall be retained in office for another term. The retention
elections shall be conducted at general elections in the appropriate Judicial
District, for Supreme and Appellate Judges, and in the circuit for Circuit
Judges. The affirmative vote of three-fifths of the electors voting on the ques-
tion shall elect the Judge to the office for a term commencing on the first
Monday in December following his election.

(e) A law reducing the number of Appellate or Circuit Judges shall be without
prejudice to the right of the Judges affected to seek retention in office. A
reduction shall become effective when a vacancy occurs in the affected unit.

Section 13. Prohibited Activities
(a) The Supreme Court shall adopt rules of conduct for Judges and Associate

Judges.
(b) Judges and Associate Judges shall devote full time to judicial duties. They

shall not practice law, hold a position of profit, hold office under the United
States or this State or unit of local government or school district or in a polit-
ical party. Service in the State militia or armed forces of the United States for
periods of time permitted by rule of the Supreme Court shall not disqualify a
person from serving as a Judge or Associate Judge.

Section 14. Judicial Salaries and Expenses — Fee Officers Eliminated
Judges shall receive salaries provided by law which shall not be diminished to take

effect during their terms of office. All salaries and such expenses as may be provided by
law shall be paid by the State, except that Appellate, Circuit and Associate Judges shall
receive such additional compensation from counties within their district or circuit as may
be provided by law. There shall be no fee officers in the judicial system.

Section 15. Retirement — Discipline
(a) The General Assembly may provide by law for the retirement of Judges and

Associate Judges at a prescribed age. Any retired Judge or Associate Judge,
with his or her consent may be assigned by the Supreme Court to judicial
service for which he or she shall receive the applicable compensation in lieu
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of retirement benefits. A retired Associate Judge may be assigned only as an
Associate Judge.

(b) A Judicial Inquiry Board is created. The Supreme Court shall select two
Circuit Judges as members and the Governor shall appoint four persons who
are not lawyers and three lawyers as members of the Board. No more than
two of the lawyers and two of the non-lawyers appointed by the Governor
shall be members of the same political party. The terms of Board members
shall be four years. A vacancy on the Board shall be filled for a full term in the
manner the original appointment was made. No member may serve on the
Board more than eight years.

(c) The Board shall be convened permanently, with authority to conduct investi-
gations, receive or initiate complaints concerning a Judge or Associate Judge,
and file complaints with the Courts Commission. The Board shall not file a
complaint unless five members believe that a reasonable basis exists (1) to
charge the Judge or Associate Judge with willful misconduct in office, persist-
ent failure to perform his duties, or other conduct that is prejudicial to the
administration of justice or that brings the judicial office into disrepute, or (2)
to charge that the Judge or Associate Judge is physically or mentally unable
to perform his duties. All proceedings of the Board shall be confidential
except the filing of a complaint with the Courts Commission. The Board shall
prosecute the complaint.

(d) The Board shall adopt rules governing its procedures. It shall have subpoena
power and authority to appoint and direct its staff. Members of the Board who
are not Judges shall receive per diem compensation and necessary expenses;
members who are Judges shall receive necessary expenses only. The General
Assembly by law shall appropriate funds for the operation of the Board.

(e) An independent Courts Commission is created consisting of one Supreme
Court Judge selected by that Court as a member and one as an alternate, two
Appellate Court Judges selected by that Court as members and three as alter-
nates, two Circuit Judges selected by the Supreme Court as members and three
as alternates, and two citizens selected by the Governor as members and two as
alternates. Members and alternates who are Appellate Court Judges must each
be from a different Judicial District. Members and alternates who are Circuit
Judges must each be from a different Judicial District. Members and alternates
of the Commission shall not be members of the Judicial Inquiry Board. The
members of the Commission shall select a chairperson to serve a two-year term. 

The Commission shall be convened permanently to hear complaints filed
by the Judicial Inquiry Board. The Commission shall have authority after
notice and public hearing, (1) to remove from office, suspend without pay, cen-
sure or reprimand a Judge or Associate Judge for willful misconduct in Office,
persistent failure to perform his or her duties, or other conduct that is prejudi-
cial to the administration of justice or that brings the judicial office into disre-
pute, or (2) to suspend, with or without pay, or retire a Judge or Associate
Judge who is physically or mentally unable to perform his or her duties.

(f) The concurrence of four members of the Commission shall be necessary for a
decision. The decision of the Commission shall be final.

(g) The Commission shall adopt comprehensive rules to ensure that its procedures
are fair and appropriate. These rules and any amendments shall be public and
filed with the Secretary of State at least 30 days before becoming effective.

(h) A member of the Commission shall disqualify himself or herself, or the other
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members of the Commission shall disqualify a member, with respect to any
proceeding in which disqualification or recusal would be required of a Judge
under rules of the Supreme Court, under rules of the Commission, or by law.

If a Supreme Court Judge is the subject of a proceeding, then there shall be
no Supreme Court Judge sitting as a member of the Commission with respect
to that proceeding. Instead, an alternate Appellate Court Judge not from the
same Judicial District as the subject Supreme Court Judge shall replace the sub-
ject Supreme Court Judge. If a member who is an Appellate Court Judge is the
subject of a proceeding, then an alternate Appellate Court Judge shall replace
the subject Appellate Court Judge. If an Appellate Court Judge who is not a
member is the subject of a proceeding and an Appellate Court Judge from the
same Judicial District is a member, then an alternate Appellate Court Judge
shall replace that member. If a member who is a Circuit Judge is the subject of
a proceeding, then an alternate Circuit Judge shall replace the subject Circuit
Judge. If a Circuit Judge who is not a member is the subject of a proceeding and
a Circuit Judge from the same Judicial District is a member, then an alternate
Circuit Judge shall replace that member.

If a member of the Commission is disqualified under this Section with
respect to any proceeding, that member shall be replaced by an alternate on a
rotating basis in a manner provided by rule of the Commission. The alternate
shall act as member of the Commission with respect to that proceeding only.

(i) The Commission shall have power to issue subpoenas. 
(j) Members and alternates of the Commission who are not Judges shall receive

per diem compensation and necessary expenses; members and alternates
who are Judges shall receive necessary expenses only. The General Assembly
shall provide by law for the expenses and compensation of the Commission.
(As amended by the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution. Approved November 3,
1998, effective November 23, 1998.)

Section 16. Administration
General administrative and supervisory authority over all courts is vested in the

Supreme Court and shall be exercised by the Chief Justice in accordance with its rules.
The Supreme Court shall appoint an administrative director and staff, who shall serve
at its pleasure, to assist the Chief Justice in his duties. The Supreme Court may assign
a Judge temporarily to any court and an Associate Judge to serve temporarily as an
Associate Judge on any Circuit Court. The Supreme Court shall provide by rule for
expeditious and inexpensive appeals.

Section 17. Judicial Conference
The Supreme Court shall provide by rule for an annual judicial conference to con-

sider the work of the courts and to suggest improvements in the administration of jus-
tice and shall report thereon annually in writing to the General Assembly not later than
January 31.

Section 18. Clerks of Courts
(a) The Supreme Court and the Appellate Court Judges of each Judicial District,

respectively, shall appoint a clerk and other non-judicial officers for their
Court or District.

(b) The General Assembly shall provide by law for the election, or for the
appointment by Circuit Judges, of clerks and other non-judicial officers of the
Circuit Courts and for their terms of office and removal for cause.

(c) The salaries of clerks and other non-judicial officers shall be as provided by law.
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Section 19. State’s Attorneys — Selection, Salary
A State’s Attorney shall be elected in each county in 1972 and every fourth year

thereafter for a four year term. One State’s Attorney may be elected to serve two or
more counties if the governing boards of such counties so provide and a majority of the
electors of each county voting on the issue approve. A person shall not be eligible for
the office of State’s Attorney unless he is a United States citizen and a licensed attorney-
at-law of this State. His salary shall be provided by law.

Article VII — Local Government
Section 1. Municipalities and Units of Local Government

“Municipalities” means cities, villages and incorporated towns. “Units of local
government” means counties, municipalities, townships, special districts, and units,
designated as units of local government by law, which exercise limited governmental
powers or powers in respect to limited governmental subjects, but does not include
school districts.

Section 2. County Territory, Boundaries and Seats
(a) The General Assembly shall provide by law for the formation, consolidation,

merger, division, and dissolution of counties, and for the transfer of territory
between counties.

(b) County boundaries shall not be changed unless approved by referendum in
each county affected.

(c) County seats shall not be changed unless approved by three-fifths of those
voting on the question in a county-wide referendum.

Section 3. County Boards
(a) A county board shall be elected in each county. The number of members of the

county board shall be fixed by ordinance in each county within limitations
provided by law.

(b) The General Assembly by law shall provide methods available to all counties
for the election of county board members. No county, other than Cook
County, may change its method of electing board members except as
approved by county-wide referendum.

(c) Members of the Cook County Board shall be elected from two districts, Chicago
and that part of Cook County outside Chicago, unless (1) a different method of
election is approved by a majority of votes cast in each of the two districts in a
county-wide referendum or (2) the Cook County Board by ordinance divides
the county into single member districts from which members of the County
Board resident in each district are elected. If a different method of election is
adopted pursuant to option (1) the method of election may thereafter be altered
only pursuant to option (2) or by county-wide referendum. A different method
of election may be adopted pursuant to option (2) only once and the method of
election may thereafter be altered only by county-wide referendum.

Section 4. County Officers
(a) Any county may elect a chief executive officer as provided by law. He shall

have those duties and powers provided by law and those provided by coun-
ty ordinance.

(b) The President of the Cook County Board shall be elected from the County at
large and shall be the chief executive officer of the County. If authorized by
county ordinance, a person seeking election as President of the Cook County
Board may also seek election as a member of the Board.
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(c) Each county shall elect a sheriff, county clerk and treasurer and may elect or
appoint a coroner, recorder, assessor, auditor and such other officers as pro-
vided by law or by county ordinance. Except as changed pursuant to this
Section, elected county officers shall be elected for terms of four years at gen-
eral elections as provided by law. Any office may be created or eliminated and
the terms of office and manner of selection changed by county-wide referen-
dum. Offices other than sheriff, county clerk and treasurer may be eliminated
and the terms of office and manner of selection changed by law. Offices other
than sheriff, county clerk, treasurer, coroner, recorder, assessor and auditor
may be eliminated and the terms of office and manner of selection changed
by county ordinance.

(d) County officers shall have those duties, powers and functions provided by
law and those provided by county ordinance. County officers shall have the
duties, powers or functions derived from common law or historical precedent
unless altered by law or county ordinance.

(e) The county treasurer or the person designated to perform his functions may
act as treasurer of any unit of local government and any school district in his
county when requested by any such unit or school district and shall so act
when required to do so by law.

Section 5. Townships
The General Assembly shall provide by law for the formation of townships in

any county when approved by county-wide referendum. Townships may be consoli-
dated or merged, and one or more townships may be dissolved or divided, when
approved by referendum in each township affected. All townships in a county may
be dissolved when approved by a referendum in the total area in which township
officers are elected.

Section 6. Powers of Home Rule Units
(a) A County which has a chief executive officer elected by the electors of the coun-

ty and any municipality which has a population of more than 25,000 are home
rule units. Other municipalities may elect by referendum to become home rule
units. Except as limited by this Section, a home rule unit may exercise any pow-
er and perform any function pertaining to its government and affairs including,
but not limited to, the power to regulate for the protection of the public health,
safety, morals and welfare; to license; to tax; and to incur debt.

(b) A home rule unit by referendum may elect not to be a home rule unit.
(c) If a home rule county ordinance conflicts with an ordinance of a municipali-

ty, the municipal ordinance shall prevail within its jurisdiction.
(d) A home rule unit does not have the power (1) to incur debt payable from ad

valorem property tax receipts maturing more than 40 years from the time it is
incurred or (2) to define and provide for the punishment of a felony.

(e) A home rule unit shall have only the power that the General Assembly may
provide by law (1) to punish by imprisonment for more than six months or (2)
to license for revenue or impose taxes upon or measured by income or earn-
ings or upon occupations.

(f) A home rule unit shall have the power subject to approval by referendum to
adopt, alter or repeal a form of government provided by law, except that the
form of government of Cook County shall be subject to the provisions of
Section 3 of this Article. A home rule municipality shall have the power to
provide for its officers, their manner of selection and terms of office only as
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approved by referendum or as otherwise authorized by law. A home rule
county shall have the power to provide for its officers, their manner of selec-
tion and terms of office in the manner set forth in Section 4 of this Article.

(g) The General Assembly by a law approved by the vote of three-fifths of the
members elected to each house may deny or limit the power to tax and any
other power or function of a home rule unit not exercised or performed by the
State other than a power or function specified in subsection (I) of this section.

(h) The General Assembly may provide specifically by law for the exclusive exer-
cise by the State of any power or function of a home rule unit other than a tax-
ing power or a power or function specified in subsection (I) of this Section.

(i) Home rule units may exercise and perform concurrently with the State any
power or function of a home rule unit to the extent that the General Assembly
by law does not specifically limit the concurrent exercise or specifically
declare the State’s exercise to be exclusive.

(j) The General Assembly may limit by law the amount of debt which home rule
counties may incur and may limit by law approved by three-fifths of the mem-
bers elected to each house the amount of debt, other than debt payable from ad
valorem property tax receipts, which home rule municipalities may incur.

(k) The General Assembly may limit by law the amount and require referendum
approval of debt to be incurred by home rule municipalities, payable from ad
valorem property tax receipts, only in excess of the following percentages of
the assessed value of its taxable property: (1) if its population is 500,000 or
more, an aggregate of three percent; (2) if its population is more than 25,000
and less than 500,000, an aggregate of one percent; and (3) if its population is
25,000 or less, an aggregate of one-half percent. Indebtedness which is out-
standing on the effective date of this Constitution or which is thereafter
approved by referendum or assumed from another unit of local government
shall not be included in the foregoing percentage amounts.

(l) The General Assembly may not deny or limit the power of home rule units (1)
to make local improvements by special assessment and to exercise this pow-
er jointly with other counties and municipalities, and other classes of units of
local government having that power on the effective date of this Constitution
unless that power is subsequently denied by law to any such other units of
local government or (2) to levy or impose additional taxes upon areas within
their boundaries in the manner provided by law for the provision of special
services to those areas and for the payment of debt incurred in order to pro-
vide those special services.

(m) Powers and functions of home rule units shall be construed liberally.

Section 7. Counties and Municipalities Other Than Home Rule Units
Counties and municipalities which are not home rule units shall have only powers

granted to them by law and the powers (1) to make local improvements by special
assessment and to exercise this power jointly with other counties and municipalities,
and other classes of units of local government having that power on the effective date of
this Constitution unless that power is subsequently denied by law to any such other
units of local government; (2) by referendum, to adopt, alter or repeal their forms of gov-
ernment provided by law; (3) in the case of municipalities, to provide by referendum for
their officers, manner of selection and terms of office; (4) in the case of counties, to pro-
vide for their officers, manner of selection and terms of office as provided in Section 4 of
this Article; (5) to incur debt except as limited by law and except that debt payable from
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ad valorem property tax receipts shall mature within 40 years from the time it is
incurred; and (6) to levy or impose additional taxes upon areas within their boundaries
in the manner provided by law for the provision of special services to those areas and
for the payment of debt incurred in order to provide those special services.

Section 8. Powers and Officers of School Districts and Units of Local 
Government Other Than Counties and Municipalities

Townships, school districts, special districts and units, designated by law as units
of local government, which exercise limited governmental powers or powers in respect
to limited governmental subjects shall have only powers granted by law. No law shall
grant the power (1) to any of the foregoing units to incur debt payable from ad valorem
property tax receipts maturing more than 40 years from the time it is incurred, or (2) to
make improvements by special assessments to any of the foregoing classes of units
which do not have that power on the effective date of this Constitution. The General
Assembly shall provide by law for the selection of officers of the foregoing units, but
the officers shall not be appointed by any person in the Judicial Branch.

Section 9. Salaries and Fees
(a) Compensation of officers and employees and the office expenses of units of

local government shall not be paid from fees collected. Fees may be collected
as provided by law and by ordinance and shall be deposited upon receipt
with the treasurer of the unit. Fees shall not be based upon funds disbursed
or collected, nor upon the levy or extension of taxes.

(b) An increase or decrease in the salary of an elected officer of any unit of local gov-
ernment shall not take effect during the term for which that officer is elected.

Section 10. Intergovernmental Cooperation
(a) Units of local government and school districts may contract or otherwise asso-

ciate among themselves, with the State, with other states and their units of local
government and school districts, and with the United States to obtain or share
services and to exercise, combine, or transfer any power or function, in any man-
ner not prohibited by law or by ordinance. Units of local government and school
districts may contract and otherwise associate with individuals, associations,
and corporations in any manner not prohibited by law or by ordinance.
Participating units of government may use their credit, revenues, and other
resources to pay costs and to service debt related to intergovernmental activities.

(b) Officers and employees of units of local government and school districts may
participate in intergovernmental activities authorized by their units of gov-
ernment without relinquishing their offices or positions.

(c) The State shall encourage intergovernmental cooperation and use its techni-
cal and financial resources to assist intergovernmental activities.

Section 11. Initiative and Referendum
(a) Proposals for actions which are authorized by this Article or by law and

which require approval by referendum may be initiated and submitted to the
electors by resolution of the governing board of a unit of local government or
by petition of electors in the manner provided by law.

(b) Referenda required by this Article shall be held at general elections, except as
otherwise provided by law. Questions submitted to referendum shall be
adopted if approved by a majority of those voting on the question unless a
different requirement is specified in this Article.
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Section 12. Implementation of Governmental Changes
The General Assembly shall provide by law for the transfer of assets, powers and

functions, and for the payment of outstanding debt in connection with the formation,
consolidation, merger, division, dissolution and change in the boundaries of units of
local government.

Article VIII —  Finance
Section 1. General Provisions

(a) Public funds, property or credit shall be used only for public purposes.
(b) The State, units of local government and school districts shall incur obliga-

tions for payment or make payments from public funds only as authorized by
law or ordinance.

(c) Reports and records of the obligation, receipt and use of public funds of the
State, units of local government and school districts are public records avail-
able for inspection by the public according to law.

Section 2. State Finance
(a) The Governor shall prepare and submit to the General Assembly, at a time pre-

scribed by law, a State budget for the ensuing fiscal year. The budget shall set
forth the estimated balance of funds available for appropriation at the begin-
ning of the fiscal year, the estimated receipts, and a plan for expenditures and
obligations during the fiscal year of every department, authority, public corpo-
ration and quasi-public corporation of the State, every State college and univer-
sity, and every other public agency created by the State, but not of units of local
government or school districts. The budget shall also set forth the indebtedness
and contingent liabilities of the State and such other information as may be
required by law. Proposed expenditures shall not exceed funds estimated to be
available for the fiscal year as shown in the budget.

(b) The General Assembly by law shall make appropriations for all expenditures
of public funds by the State. Appropriations for a fiscal year shall not exceed
funds estimated by the General Assembly to be available during that year.

Section 3. State Audit and Auditor General
(a) The General Assembly shall provide by law for the audit of the obligation,

receipt and use of public funds of the State. The General Assembly, by a vote
of three-fifths of the members elected to each house, shall appoint an Auditor
General and may remove him for cause by a similar vote. The Auditor
General shall serve for a term of ten years. His compensation shall be estab-
lished by law and shall not be diminished, but may be increased, to take effect
during his term.

(b) The Auditor General shall conduct the audit of public funds of the State. He
shall make additional reports and investigations as directed by the General
Assembly. He shall report his findings and recommendations to the General
Assembly and to the Governor.

Section 4. Systems of Accounting, Auditing and Reporting
The General Assembly by law shall provide systems of accounting, auditing and

reporting of the obligation, receipt and use of public funds. These systems shall be used
by all units of local government and school districts.
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Article IX — Revenue
Section 1. State Revenue Power

The General Assembly has the exclusive power to raise revenue by law except as
limited or otherwise provided in this Constitution. The power of taxation shall not be
surrendered, suspended, or contracted away.

Section 2. Non-Property Taxes — Classification, Exemptions, Deductions,
Allowances and Credits

In any law classifying the subjects or objects of non-property taxes or fees, the class-
es shall be reasonable and the subjects and objects within each class shall be taxed uni-
formly. Exemptions, deductions, credits, refunds and other allowances shall be
reasonable.

Section 3. Limitations on Income Taxation
(a) A tax on or measured by income shall be at a non-graduated rate. At any one

time there may be no more than one such tax imposed by the State for State
purposes on individuals and one such tax so imposed on corporations. In any
such tax imposed upon corporations the rate shall not exceed the rate
imposed on individuals by more than a ratio of 8 to 5.

(b) Laws imposing taxes on or measured by income may adopt by reference pro-
visions of the laws and regulations of the United States, as they then exist or
thereafter may be changed, for the purpose of arriving at the amount of
income upon which the tax is imposed.

Section 4. Real Property Taxation
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this Section, taxes upon real property shall

be levied uniformly by valuation ascertained as the General Assembly shall
provide by law.

(b) Subject to such limitations as the General Assembly may hereafter prescribe
by law, counties with a population of more than 200,000 may classify or con-
tinue to classify real property for purposes of taxation. Any such classification
shall be reasonable and assessments shall be uniform within each class. The
level of assessment or rate of tax of the highest class in a county shall not
exceed two and one-half times the level of assessment or rate of tax of the low-
est class in that county. Real property used in farming in a county shall not be
assessed at a higher level of assessment than single family residential real
property in that county.

(c) Any depreciation in the value of real estate occasioned by a public easement
may be deducted in assessing such property.

Section 5. Personal Property Taxation
(a) The General Assembly by law may classify personal property for purposes of

taxation by valuation, abolish such taxes on any or all classes and authorize
the levy of taxes in lieu of the taxation of personal property by valuation.

(b) Any ad valorem personal property tax abolished on or before the effective
date of this Constitution shall not be reinstated.

(c) On or before January 1, 1979, the General Assembly by law shall abolish all ad
valorem personal property taxes and concurrently therewith and thereafter
shall replace all revenue lost by units of local government and school districts
as a result of the abolition of ad valorem personal property taxes subsequent
to January 2, 1971. Such revenue shall be replaced by imposing statewide tax-
es, other than ad valorem taxes on real estate, solely on those classes relieved
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of the burden of paying ad valorem personal property taxes because of the
abolition of such taxes subsequent to January 2, 1971. If any taxes imposed for
such replacement purposes are taxes on or measured by income, such replace-
ment taxes shall not be considered for purposes of the limitations of one tax
and the ratio of 8 to 5 set forth in Section 3 (a) of this Article.

Section 6. Exemptions from Property Taxation
The General Assembly by law may exempt from taxation only the property of the

State, units of local government and school districts and property used exclusively for agri-
cultural and horticultural societies, and for school, religious, cemetery and charitable pur-
poses. The General Assembly by law may grant homestead exemptions or rent credits.

Section 7. Overlapping Taxing Districts
The General Assembly may provide by law for fair apportionment of the burden

of taxation of property situated in taxing districts that lie in more than one county.

Section 8. Tax Sales
(a) Real property shall not be sold for the nonpayment of taxes or special assess-

ments without judicial proceedings.
(b) The right of redemption from all sales of real estate for the nonpayment of

taxes or special assessments, except as provided in subsections (c) and (d),
shall exist in favor of owners and persons interested in such real estate for not
less than 2 years following such sales.

(c) The right of redemption from the sale for nonpayment of taxes or special
assessments of a parcel of real estate which: (1) is vacant non-farm real estate
or (2) contains an improvement consisting of a structure or structures each of
which contains 7 or more residential units or (3) is commercial or industrial
property; shall exist in favor of owners and persons interested in such real
estate for not less than one year following such sales.

(d) The right of redemption from the sale for nonpayment of taxes or special
assessments of a parcel real estate which: (1) is vacant non-farm real estate or
(2) contains an improvement consisting of a structure or structures each of
which contains 7 or more residential units or (3) is commercial or industrial
property; and upon which all or a part of the general taxes for each of 2 or
more years are delinquent shall exist in favor of owners and persons interest-
ed in such real estate for not less than 6 months following such sales.

(e) Owners, occupants and parties interested shall be given reasonable notice of
the sale and the date of expiration of the period of redemption as the General
Assembly provides by law. (As amended by the Sixth Amendment to the
Constitution. Approved November 6, 1990, effective November 26, 1990.)

Section 9. State Debt
(a) No State debt shall be incurred except as provided in this Section. For the pur-

pose of this Section, “State debt” means bonds or other evidences of indebted-
ness which are secured by the full faith and credit of the State or are required
to be repaid, directly or indirectly, from tax revenue and which are incurred by
the State, any department, authority, public corporation or quasi-public corpo-
ration of the State, any State college or university, or any other public agency
created by the State, but not by units of local government, or school districts.

(b) State debt for specific purposes may be incurred or the payment of State or
other debt guaranteed in such amounts as may be provided either in a law
passed by the vote of three-fifths of the members elected to each house of the
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General Assembly or in a law approved by a majority of the electors voting
on the question at the next general election following passage. Any law pro-
viding for the incurring or guaranteeing of debt shall set forth the specific
purposes and the manner of repayment.

(c) State debt in anticipation of revenues to be collected in a fiscal year may be
incurred by law in an amount not exceeding 5% of the State’s appropriations
for that fiscal year. Such debt shall be retired from the revenues realized in
that fiscal year.

(d) State debt may be incurred by law in an amount not exceeding 15% of the
State's appropriations for that fiscal year to meet deficits caused by emergen-
cies of failures of revenue. Such law shall provide that the debt be repaid
within one year of the date it is incurred.

(e) State debt may be incurred by law to refund outstanding State debt if the
refunding debt matures within the term of the outstanding State debt.

(f) The State, departments, authorities, public corporations and quasi-public cor-
porations of the State, the State colleges and universities and other public
agencies created by the State, may issue bonds or other evidences of indebt-
edness which are not secured by the full faith and credit or tax revenue of the
State nor required to be repaid, directly or indirectly, from tax revenue, for
such purposes and in such amounts as may be authorized by law.

Section 10. Revenue Article Not Limited
This Article is not qualified or limited by the provisions of Article VII of this

Constitution concerning the size of the majorities in the General Assembly necessary to
deny or limit the power to tax granted to units of local government.

Article X — Education
Section 1. Goal — Free Schools

A fundamental goal of the People of the State is the educational development of
all persons to the limits of their capacities.

The State shall provide for an efficient system of high quality public educational
institutions and services. Education in public schools through the secondary level shall
be free. There may be such other free education as the General Assembly provides by law.

The State has the primary responsibility for financing the system of public education.

Section 2. State Board of Education — Chief State Educational Officer
(a) There is created a State Board of Education to be elected or selected on a

regional basis. The number of members, their qualifications, terms of office
and manner of election or selection shall be provided by law. The Board,
except as limited by law, may establish goals, determine policies, provide for
planning and evaluating education programs and recommend financing. The
Board shall have such other duties and powers as provided by law.

(b) The State Board of Education shall appoint a chief state educational officer.

Section 3. Public Funds for Sectarian Purposes Forbidden
Neither the General Assembly nor any county, city, town, township, school district,

or other public corporation, shall ever make any appropriation or pay from any public
fund whatever, anything in aid of any church or sectarian purpose, or to help support or
sustain any school, academy, seminary, college, university or other literary or scientific
institution, controlled by any church or sectarian denomination whatever; nor shall any
grant or donation of land, money, or other personal property ever be made by the State,
or any such public corporation, to any church, or for any sectarian purpose.
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Article XI — Environment
Section 1. Public Policy — Legislative Responsibility

The public policy of the State and the duty of each person is to provide and main-
tain a healthful environment for the benefit of this and future generations. The General
Assembly shall provide by law for the implementation and enforcement of this public
policy.

Section 2. Rights of Individuals
Each person has the right to a healthful environment. Each person may enforce

this right against any party, governmental or private, through appropriate legal pro-
ceedings subject to reasonable limitation and regulation as the General Assembly may
provide by law.

Article XII — Militia
Section 1. Membership

The State militia consists of all able-bodied persons residing in the State except
those exempted by law.

Section 2. Subordination of Military Power
The military shall be in strict subordination to the civil power.

Section 3. Organization, Equipment and Discipline
The General Assembly shall provide by law for the organization, equipment and

discipline of the militia in conformity with the laws governing the armed forces of the
United States.

Section 4. Commander-in-Chief and Officers
(a) The Governor is commander-in-chief of the organized militia, except when

they are in the service of the United States. He may call them out to enforce
the laws, suppress insurrection or repel invasion.

(b) The Governor shall commission militia officers who shall hold their commis-
sions for such time as may be provided by law.

Section 5. Privilege from Arrests
Except in cases of treason, felony or breach of peace, persons going to, returning

from or on militia duty are privileged from arrest.

Article XIII — General Provisions
Section 1. Disqualification for Public Office

A person convicted of a felony, bribery, perjury or other infamous crime shall be
ineligible to hold an office created by this Constitution. Eligibility may be restored as
provided by law.

Section 2. Statement of Economic Interests
All candidates for or holders of state offices and all members of a Commission or

Board created by this Constitution shall file a verified statement of their economic inter-
ests, as provided by law. The General Assembly by law may impose a similar require-
ment upon candidates for, or holders of, offices in units of local government and school
districts. Statements shall be filed annually with the Secretary of State and shall be
available for inspection by the public. The General Assembly by law shall prescribe a
reasonable time for filing the statement. Failure to file a statement within the time pre-
scribed shall result in ineligibility for, or forfeiture of, office. This Section shall not be
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construed as limiting the authority of any branch of government to establish and
enforce ethical standards for that branch.

Section 3. Oath or Affirmation of Office
Each prospective holder of a State office or other State position created by this

Constitution, before taking office, shall take and subscribe to the following oath or affir-
mation:

“I do solemnly swear (affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United
States, and the Constitution of the State of Illinois, and that I will faithfully discharge
the duties of the office of............................................................. to the best of my ability.”

Section 4. Sovereign Immunity Abolished
Except as the General Assembly may provide by law, sovereign immunity in this

State is abolished.

Section 5. Pension and Retirement Rights
Membership in any pension or retirement system of the State, any unit of local gov-

ernment or school district, or any agency or instrumentality thereof, shall be an enforce-
able contractual relationship, the benefits of which shall not be diminished or impaired.

Section 6. Corporations
Corporate charters shall be granted, amended, dissolved, or extended only pur-

suant to general laws.

Section 7. Public Transportation
Public transportation is an essential public purpose for which public funds may be

expended. The General Assembly by law may provide for, aid, and assist public trans-
portation, including the granting of public funds or credit to any corporation or public
authority authorized to provide public transportation within the State.

Section 8. Branch Banking
Branch banking shall be authorized only by law approved by three-fifths of the

members voting on the question or a majority of the members elected, whichever is
greater, in each house of the General Assembly.

Article XIV — Constitutional Revision
Section 1. Constitutional Convention

(a) Whenever three-fifths of the members elected to each house of the General
Assembly so direct, the question of whether a Constitutional Convention
should be called shall be submitted to the electors at the general election next
occurring at least six months after such legislative direction.

(b) If the question of whether a Convention should be called is not submitted dur-
ing any twenty-year period, the Secretary of State shall submit such question at
the general election in the twentieth year following the last submission.

(c) The vote on whether to call a Convention shall be on a separate ballot. A
Convention shall be called if approved by three-fifths of those voting on the
question or a majority of those voting in the election.

(d) The General Assembly, at the session following approval by the electors, by
law shall provide for the Convention and for the election of two delegates
from each Senatorial District; designate the time and place of the
Convention’s first meeting which shall be within three months after the elec-
tion of delegates; fix and provide for the pay of delegates and officers; and
provide for expenses necessarily incurred by the Convention.
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(e) To be eligible to be a delegate a person must meet the same eligibility require-
ments as a member of the General Assembly. Vacancies shall be filled as pro-
vided by law.

(f) The Convention shall prepare such revision of or amendments to the
Constitution as it deems necessary. Any proposed revision or amendments
approved by a majority of the delegates elected shall be submitted to the elec-
tors in such manner as the Convention determines, at an election designated
or called by the Convention occurring not less than two nor more than six
months after the Convention’s adjournment. Any revision or amendments
proposed by the Convention shall be published with explanations, as the
Convention provides, at least one month preceding the election.

(g) The vote on the proposed revision or amendments shall be on a separate ballot.
Any proposed revision or amendments shall become effective, as the
Convention provides, if approved by a majority of those voting on the question.

Section 2. Amendments by General Assembly
(a) Amendments to this Constitution may be initiated in either house of the

General Assembly. Amendments shall be read in full on three different days
in each house and reproduced before the vote is taken on final passage.
Amendments approved by the vote of three-fifths of the members elected to
each house shall be submitted to the electors at the general election next
occurring at least six months after such legislative approval, unless with-
drawn by a vote of a majority of the members elected to each house.

(b) Amendments proposed by the General Assembly shall be published with
explanations, as provided by law, at least one month preceding the vote there-
on by the electors. The vote on the proposed amendment or amendments
shall be on a separate ballot. A proposed amendment shall become effective
as the amendment provides if approved by either three-fifths of those voting
on the question or a majority of those voting in the election.

(c) The General Assembly shall not submit proposed amendments to more than
three Articles of the Constitution at any one election. No amendment shall be
proposed or submitted under this Section from the time a Convention is
called until after the electors have voted on the revision or amendments, if
any, proposed by such Convention.

Section 3. Constitutional Initiative for Legislative Article
Amendments to Article IV of this Constitution may be proposed by a petition signed

by a number of electors equal in number to at least eight percent of the total votes cast
for candidates for Governor in the preceding gubernatorial election. Amendments shall
be limited to structural and procedural subjects contained in Article IV. A petition shall
contain the text of the proposed amendment and the date of the general election at which
the proposed amendment is to be submitted, shall have been signed by the petitioning
electors not more than twenty-four months preceding that general election and shall be
filed with the Secretary of State at least six months before that general election. The pro-
cedure for determining the validity and sufficiency of a petition shall be provided by law.
If the petition is valid and sufficient, the proposed amendment shall be submitted to the
electors at that general election and shall become effective if approved by either three-
fifths of those voting on the amendment or a majority of those voting in the election.

Section 4. Amendments to the Constitution of the United States
The affirmative vote of three-fifths of the members elected to each house of the

General Assembly shall be required to request Congress to call a Federal Constitutional
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Convention, to ratify a proposed amendment to the Constitution of the United States,
or to call a State Convention to ratify a proposed amendment to the Constitution of the
United States. The General Assembly shall not take action on any proposed amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States submitted for ratification by legislatures
unless a majority of the members of the General Assembly shall have been elected after
the proposed amendment has been submitted for ratification. The requirements of this
Section shall govern to the extent that they are not inconsistent with requirements by
the United States.

Transition Schedule
The following Schedule Provisions shall remain part of this Constitution until their

terms have been executed. Once each year the Attorney General shall review the fol-
lowing provisions and certify to the Secretary of State which, if any, have been execut-
ed. Any provisions so certified shall thereafter be removed from the Schedule and no
longer published as part of this Constitution.

Section 1. (Removed)
Section 2. Prospective Operation of Bill of Rights
Section 3. (Removed)
Section 4. Judicial Offices
Section 5. Local Government
Section 6. Authorized Bonds
Section 7. (Removed)
Section 8. Cumulative Voting for Directors
Section 9. General Transition
Section 10. (Removed)

Section 2. Prospective Operation of Bill of Rights
Any rights, procedural or substantive, created for the first time by Article I shall be

prospective and not retroactive.

Section 4. Judicial Offices
(a) On the effective date of this Constitution, Associate Judges and magistrates

shall become Circuit Judges and Associate Judges, respectively, of their
Circuit Courts. All laws and rules of court theretofore applicable to Associate
Judges and magistrates shall remain in force and be applicable to the persons
in their new offices until changed by the General Assembly or the Supreme
Court, as the case may be.

(b) (Removed)
(c) (Removed)
(d) Until otherwise provided by law and except to the extent that the authority is

inconsistent with Section 8 of Article VII, the Circuit Courts shall continue to
exercise the non-judicial functions vested by law as of December 31, 1963, in
county courts or the judges thereof.

Section 5. Local Government
(a) The number of members of a county board in a county which, as of the effec-

tive date of this Constitution, elects three members at large may be changed
only as approved by county-wide referendum. If the number of members of
such a county board is changed by county-wide referendum, the provisions
of Section 3(a) of Article VII relating to the number of members of a county
board shall govern thereafter.
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(b) In Cook County, until (1) a method of election of county board members dif-
ferent from the method in existence on the effective date of this Constitution
is approved by a majority of votes cast both in Chicago and in the area out-
side Chicago in a county-wide referendum or (2) the Cook County Board by
ordinance divides the county into single member districts from which mem-
bers of the County Board resident in each district are elected, the number of
members of the Cook County Board shall be fifteen except that the county
board may increase the number if necessary to comply with apportionment
requirements. If either of the foregoing changes is made, the provisions of
Section 3(a) of Article VII shall apply thereafter to Cook County.

(c) Townships in existence on the effective date of this Constitution are continued
until consolidated, merged, divided or dissolved in accordance with Section
5 of Article VII.

Section 6. Authorized Bonds
Nothing in Section 9 of Article IX shall be construed to limit or impair the power

to issue bonds or other evidences of indebtedness authorized but unissued on the effec-
tive date of this Constitution.

Section 8. Cumulative Voting for Directors
Shareholders of all corporations heretofore organized under any law of this State

which requires cumulative voting of shares for corporate directors shall retain their
right to vote cumulatively for such directors.

Section 9. General Transition
The rights and duties of all public bodies shall remain as if this Constitution had

not been adopted with the exception of such changes as are contained in this
Constitution. All laws, ordinances, regulations and rules of court not contrary to, or
inconsistent with, the provisions of this Constitution shall remain in force, until they
shall expire by their own limitation or shall be altered or repealed pursuant to this
Constitution. The validity of all public and private bonds, debts and contracts, and of
all suits, actions and rights of action, shall continue as if no change had taken place. All
officers filling any office by election or appointment shall continue to exercise the
duties thereof, until their offices shall have been abolished or their successors selected
and qualified in accordance with this Constitution or laws enacted pursuant thereto.

Attestation
Done in Convention at the Old State Capitol, in the City of Springfield, on the third

day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and seventy, of
the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and ninety-fifth,
and of the Statehood of Illinois the one hundred and fifty-second.
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Amendments
A proposed amendment shall become effective if approved by either three-fifths of

those voting on the question or a majority of those voting in the election.

First Amendment — 1980 — Cutback Amendment. Amends Article IV, Sections 1, 2
and 3. Total vote, 4,868,623. For, 2,112,224; Against, 962,325.

Second Amendment — 1980 — Delinquent Tax Sales. Amends Article IX, Section 8.
Total vote, 4,868,623. For, 1,857,985; Against, 798,422.

Third Amendment — 1982 — Bail and Habeas Corpus. Amends Article I, Section 9.
Total vote, 3,856,875. For, 1,389,796; Against, 239,380.

Fourth Amendment (Amended Third Amendment) — 1986 — Bail and Habeas
Corpus. Amends Article I, Section 9. Total vote, 3,322,657. For, 1,368,242; Against,
402,891.

Fifth Amendment — 1988 — Voting Qualifications. Amends Article III, Section 1.
Total vote, 4,697,192. For, 2,086,744; Against, 1,162,258.

Sixth Amendment (Amended Second Amendment) — 1990 — Delinquent Tax Sales.
Amends Article IX, Section 8. Total vote, 3,420,720. For, 1,004,546; Against, 385,772.

Seventh Amendment — 1992 — Crime Victims’ Rights. Adds Section 8.1 to Article I.
Total vote, 5,164,357. For, 2,964,592; Against, 715,602.

Eighth Amendment — 1994 — Rights After Indictment. Amends Article I, Section 8.
Total vote, 3,219,122. For, 1,525,525; Against, 906,383.

Ninth Amendment — 1994 — Effective Date of Laws. Amends Article IV, Section 10.
Total vote, 3,219,122. For, 1,476,615; Against, 667,585.

Tenth Amendment — 1998 — Retirement-Discipline. Amends Article VI, Section 15.
Total vote, 2,084,123. For, 1,677,109; Against, 407,014.

Eleventh Amendment — 2010 — Governor Recall. Adds Section 7 to Article III.
Total vote, 3,780,779. For, 2,158,337; Against, 1,127,280.
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Illinois students are required to pass U.S. and Illinois Constitution tests
before graduating from high school. Adults who have not graduated from
high school and want to obtain a General Education Development (GED) cer-
tificate also must pass the tests. To assist those students, the Illinois State
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

We the People of the United States, In Order to form a more perfect Union, estab-
lish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

Article I
Section 1. Legislative Powers Vested in Congress

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United
States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.

Section 2. House of Representatives Powers and Duties
The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every sec-

ond Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have
the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State
Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the age of
twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall
not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.

(Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States
which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers,
which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including
those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three
fifths of all other Persons.) See 14th and 16th Amendments. The actual Enumeration shall
be made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States,
and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law
direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand,
but each State shall have at Least One Representative; and until such enumeration
shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose three,
Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five,
New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six,
Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three.

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive
Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall choose their Speaker and other Officers; and
shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.

Section 3. Senate Powers and Duties
(The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each

State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each Senator shall have one
Vote.) See 17th Amendment.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election,
they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators
of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second
Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the
sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; (and if Vacancies hap-
pen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the
Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the
Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies). See 17th Amendment.
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No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty
Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when
elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall
have no Vote, unless they be equally divided.

The Senate shall choose their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in
the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of
the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for
that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United
States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted with-
out the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from
Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under
the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to
Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment according to Law.

Section 4. Election of Senators and Representatives
The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and

Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by The Legislature thereof; but the
Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the
Places of choosing Senators.

(The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall
be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day.)
See 20th Amendment.

Section 5. Quorum, Journals, Meetings, Adjournments
Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its

own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a
smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the
Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each
House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for
disorderly Behavior, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member.

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish
the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas
and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one
fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the
other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the
two Houses shall be sitting.

Section 6. Compensation, Privileges, Disabilities
The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services,

to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall
in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest
during their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in going to and
returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not
be questioned in any other Place.

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be
appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall
have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been increased during such
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time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of
either House during his Continuance in Office.

Section 7. Procedure for Passing Bills and Resolutions
All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but

the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills.
Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate,

shall, before it becomes a Law, be presented to the President of the United States; If he
approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in
which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal,
and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall
agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House,
by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House,
it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined
by Yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be
entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the
President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him,
the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by
their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and
House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment)
shall be presented to the President of the United States; and before the Same shall take
Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by
two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and
Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill.

Section 8. Congressional Powers
The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and

Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defense and general Welfare of
the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the
United States;

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;
To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States and

with the Indian Tribes;
To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject

of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;
To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the

Standard of Weights and Measures;
To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin

of the United States;
To establish Post Offices and post Roads;
To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times

to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and
Discoveries;

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;
To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and

Offenses against the Law of Nations;
To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concern-

ing Captures on Land and Water;
To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be

for a longer Term than two Years;



To provide and maintain a Navy;
To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces;
To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress

Insurrections and repel Invasions;
To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for govern-

ing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserv-
ing to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of
training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress;

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not
exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the
Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and
to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature
of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals,
dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings; — And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution
the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the
Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.

Section 9. Limitations on Congressional Powers
The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing

shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year
one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such
Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when
in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.
No capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census

or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken. See 16th Amendment.
No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.
No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the

Ports of one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State,
be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another.

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of
Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts
and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding
any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress,
accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any
King, Prince, or foreign State.

Section 10. Limitations on Powers of States
No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of

Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and
silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law,
or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on
Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspec-
tion Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports
or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws
shall be subject to the Revision and Control of the Congress.
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No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep
Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with
another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or
in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay.

Article II
Section 1. Power of the Executive, Electors and Qualifications

The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of
America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and together with the
Vice President chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof, may direct, a
Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to
which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or
Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed
an Elector.

(The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two
Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with them-
selves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of
Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of
the Government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The
President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and House of
Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The
Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such Number be
a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more than one
who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes, then the House of
Representatives shall immediately choose by Ballot one of them for President; and if no
Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House shall in
like Manner choose the President. But in choosing the President, the Votes shall be tak-
en by States, the Representation from each State having one Vote; A quorum for this
Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the States, and a
Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice
of the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall
be the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who have equal Votes,
the Senate shall choose from them by Ballot the Vice President.) See 12th Amendment.

The Congress may determine the Time of choosing the Electors, and the Day on
which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United
States.

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the
time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President;
neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the
Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.

In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation,
or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall
devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of
Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice President,
declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act according-
ly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation,
which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall
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have been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument
from the United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or
Affirmation: — “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office
of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect
and defend the Constitution of the United States.”

Section 2. Powers of the President
The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United

States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service of the
United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each
of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respec-
tive Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses
against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make
Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate,
and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors,
other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other
Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided
for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the
Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in
the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during
the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of
their next Session.

Section 3. Duties of the President
He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the

Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge neces-
sary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or
either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time
of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall
receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be
faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States.

Section 4. Impeachment
The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be

removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or oth-
er high Crimes and misdemeanors.

Article III
Section 1. Judicial Power

The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court,
and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and estab-
lish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices dur-
ing good Behavior, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a
Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office.

Section 2. Jurisdiction
The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this

Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be
made, under their Authority; — to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public



Ministers and Consuls; — to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction; — to
Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party; — to Controversies between
two or more States; — between a State and Citizens of another State; — between
Citizens of different States; — between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands
under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and for-
eign States, Citizens or Subjects. See 11th Amendment.

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and
those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original
Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have
appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such
Regulations as the Congress shall make.

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and
such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been committed;
but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as
the Congress may by Law have directed.

Section 3. Treason, Proof and Punishment
Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against them,

or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be
convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act,
or on Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no
Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the
Life of the Person attainted.

Article IV
Section 1. States’ Rights

Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, and
judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may by general Laws pre-
scribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and
the Effect thereof.

Section 2. Privileges and Immunities, Fugitives
The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of

Citizens in the several States.
A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee

from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive
Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State
having Jurisdiction of the Crime.

No Person held to Service or Labor in one State, under the Laws thereof, escap-
ing into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be dis-
charged from such Service or Labor, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to
whom such Service or Labor may be due. See 13th Amendment.

Section 3. Admission of New States
New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State

shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be
formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent
of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and
Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States;
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and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of
the United States, or of any particular State.

Section 4. Guarantee of Republican Government
The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form

of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application
of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened)
against domestic Violence.

Article V
Section 1. Constitutional Amendments

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall
propose Amendments to this Constitution, or on the Application of the Legislatures of
two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments,
which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this
Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or
by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification
may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be made
prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the
first and fourth clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, with-
out its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.

Article VI
Section 1. Debts, Treaties, Oaths

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this
Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as
under the Confederation.

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in
Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority
of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every
State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the
Contrary notwithstanding.

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the sev-
eral State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States
and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this
Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any
Office or public Trust under the United States.

Article VII
Section 1. Original Ratification

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the
Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same. Done in
Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day of
September in the Year of Our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty seven and
of the Independence of the United States of America the Twelfth. In witness whereof
We have hereunto subscribed our Names,
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ATTEST:
WILLIAM JACKSON

Secretary

Delaware
GEORGE READ

GUNNING BEDFORD, JR.
JOHN DICKINSON

RICHARD BASSETT

JACOB BROOM

Maryland
JAMES MCHENRY

DANIEL JENIFER

DANIEL CARROLL

Virginia
JOHN BLAIR

JAMES MADISON, JR.

North Carolina
WILLIAM BLOUNT

RICHARD DOBBS SPAIGHT .
HUGH WILLIAMSON

JOHN RUTLEDGE

South Carolina
CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY

CHARLES PINCKNEY

PIERCE BUTLER .

Georgia
WILLIAM FEW, JR.
ABRAHAM BALDWIN

Amendment I
Section 1. Freedom of Religion, Speech, Press, Assembly

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.

Amendment II
Section 1. Right to Bear Arms

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right
of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Amendment III
Section 1. Quartering of Soldiers

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent
of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

GEORGE WASHINGTON

President and Deputy from Virginia

New Hampshire     
JOHN LANGDON

NICHOLAS GILMAN

New York
ALEXANDER HAMILTON

Connecticut 
WILLIAM SAMUEL JOHNSON

ROGER SHERMAN

Massachusetts
NATHANIEL GORHAM

RUFUS KING

New Jersey
WILLIAM LIVINGSTON

DAVID BREARLEY

WILLIAM PATERSON

JONATHAN DAYTON

Pennsylvania
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

THOMAS MIFFLIN

ROBERT MORRIS

GEORGE CLYMER

THOMAS FITZSIMMONS

JARED INGERSOL

JAMES WILSON

GOUVERNOR MORRIS
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Amendment IV
Section 1. Unreasonable Search and Seizure

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects,
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants
shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particu-
larly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Amendment V
Section 1. Restrictions on Prosecutions

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime,
unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the
land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public
danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeop-
ardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor
shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

Amendment VI
Section 1. Right to a Speedy Trial

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and pub-
lic trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been
committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witness-
es against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and
to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense.

Amendment VII
Section 1. Right to a Trial by Jury

In Suits, at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dol-
lars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be
otherwise reexamined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of
the common law.

Amendment VIII
Section 1. Cruel and Unusual Punishment

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and
unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment IX
Section 1. Reserved Rights of People

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to
deny or disparage others retained by the people.

Amendment X
Section 1. Powers Reserved to States or People

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibit-
ed by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.
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Amendment XI
Section 1. Judicial Power Limits

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any
suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by
Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign State.

Amendment XII
Section 1. Electors Vote for President and Vice President

The Electors shall meet in their respective states and vote by ballot for President and
Vice President one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with
themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in dis-
tinct ballots the person voted for as Vice President, and they shall make distinct lists of
all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice President, and of
the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed
to the seat of the government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate;
— The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of
Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted; — The per-
son having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such
number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no person have
such majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three on
the list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose imme-
diately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by
states, the representation from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose
shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all
the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall not
choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the
fourth day of March next following, then the Vice President shall act as president, as in
the case of the death or other constitutional disability of the President. — The person hav-
ing the greatest number of votes as Vice President, shall be the Vice President, if such
number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no person have
a majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice
President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of
Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no per-
son constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice
President of the United States. See 20th Amendment.

Amendment XIII
Section 1. Slavery Abolished

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States,
or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

Section 2. Enforcement
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Amendment XIV
Section 1. Due Process and Equal Protection

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdic-
tion thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No
State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities
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of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty,
or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction
the equal protection of the laws.

Section 2. Apportionment of Representatives
Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their

respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding
Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors
for President and Vice President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the
Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is
denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and
citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged except for participation in rebel-
lion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the propor-
tion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male
citizens twenty-one years of age in such State.

Section 3. Disqualification for Office
No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of

President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United
States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of
Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature,
or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the
United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or giv-
en aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of
each House, remove such disability.

Section 4. Validity of Public Debt
The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including

debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing
insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any
State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or
rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any
slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void.

Section 5. Enforcement
The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provi-

sions of this article.

Amendment XV
Section 1. Right to Vote Regardless of Race

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of
servitude.

Section 2. Enforcement
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Amendment XVI
Section 1. Taxes on Income

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatev-
er source derived, without apportionment among the several States, and without
regard to any census or enumeration.



Amendment XVII
Section 1. Senatorial Elections

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each
State, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote.
The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most
numerous branch of the State legislatures.

When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the exec-
utive authority of such State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies:
Provided, That the legislature of any State may empower the executive thereof to
make temporary appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as the leg-
islature may direct.

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or  term of any
Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution.

Amendment XVIII
Section 1. Prohibition of Liquor

After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, or trans-
portation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the exporta-
tion thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof
for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.

Section 2. Enforcement
The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce this

article by appropriate legislation.

Section 3. Ratification
This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amend-

ment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, as provided in the
Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States
by the Congress.

Repealed. See Amendment XXI, post.

Amendment XIX
Section 1. Women’s Suffrage

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or by any State on account of sex.

Section 2. Enforcement
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Amendment XX
Section 1. Starting Terms of Successors

The Terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day
of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3rd day of
January, of the years in which such terms would have ended if this article had not been
ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then begin.

Section 2. Assembly of Congress
The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall

begin at noon on the 3rd day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.
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Section 3. Succession of President Elect
If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the President

elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If a President
shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of his term, or if the
President elect shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as
President until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law provide
for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qual-
ified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the manner in which one who is to
act shall be selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice
President shall have qualified.

Section 4. Power of Congress
The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of the persons

from whom the House of Representatives may choose a President whenever the right
of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of the death of any of the
persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice President whenever the right of
choice shall have devolved upon them.

Section 5. Date of Effect
Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following the ratifi-

cation of this article.

Section 6. Ratification
This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amend-

ment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States with-
in seven years from the date of its submission.

Amendment XXI
Section 1. Repeal of Prohibition

The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is
hereby repealed.

Section 2. Transportation of Liquor
The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the

United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws
thereof, is hereby prohibited.

Section 3. Ratification
This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amend-

ment to the Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided in the
Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States
by the Congress.

Amendment XXII
Section 1. Presidential Term Limits

No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than twice, and no
person who has held the office of President, or acted as President, for more than two
years of a term to which some other person was elected President shall be elected to the
office of the President more than once. But this Article shall not apply to any person
holding the office of President when this Article was proposed by the Congress, and
shall not prevent any person who may be holding the office of President, or acting as
President, during the term within which this Article becomes operative from holding
the office of President or acting as President during the remainder of such term.
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Section 2. Ratification
This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amend-

ment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States with-
in seven years from the date of its submission to the States by the Congress.

Amendment XXIII
Section 1. District of Columbia in Electoral College

The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States shall
appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct:

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole number
of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if
it were a State, but in no event more than the least populous State; they shall be in
addition to those appointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for the purpos-
es of the election of President and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State;
and they shall meet in the District and perform such duties as provided by the twelfth
article of amendment.

Section 2. Enforcement
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Amendment XXIV
Section 1. Poll Tax Prohibited

The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election
for President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or for
Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

Section 2. Enforcement
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Amendment XXV
Section 1. Succession to Presidency

In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or resignation,
the Vice President shall become President.

Section 2. Succession to Vice Presidency
Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President shall

nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote
of both Houses of Congress.

Section 3. Acting President
Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and

the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that he is unable
to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until he transmits to them a writ-
ten declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice
President as Acting President.

Section 4. Inability of President to Serve
Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the

executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, trans-
mit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the
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powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the pow-
ers and duties of the office as Acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that no
inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his office unless the Vice
President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive department or
of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit within four days to the
President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within
forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one
days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, with-
in twenty-one days after Congress is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds
vote of both Houses that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of
his office, the Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President;
otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office.

Amendment XXVI
Section 1. Voting Age Set at 18

The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older,
to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account
of age.

Section 2. Enforcement
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Amendment XXVII
Section 1. Congressional Pay Raises

No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and
Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representatives shall have inter-
vened.

Ratification Dates
Amendments I through X were ratified on Dec. 15, 1791, and are known as the Bill

of Rights.

Amendment XI — Feb. 7, 1795 Amendment XIX — Aug. 18, 1920
Amendment XII — June 15, 1804 Amendment XX — Jan. 23, 1933
Amendment XIII — Dec. 6, 1865 Amendment XXI — Dec. 5, 1933
Amendment XIV — July 9, 1868 Amendment XXII — Feb. 27, 1951
Amendment XV — Feb. 3, 1870 Amendment XXIII — March 29, 1961
Amendment XVI — Feb. 3, 1913 Amendment XXIV — Jan. 23, 1964
Amendment XVII — April 8, 1913 Amendment XXV — Feb. 10, 1967
Amendment XVIII — Jan. 16, 1919 Amendment XXVI — July 1, 1971

(Repealed by Amendment XXI) Amendment XXVII — May 7, 1992

Note: Bold titles for sections of the U.S. Constitution and amendments were added
by editorial staff and were not included in the original Constitution of the United
States.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS TOLL-FREE NUMBERS 

Adoption Information...........................................................................................800-572-2390 
Aging, Senior Assistance and Elder Abuse Hotline ........................................800-252-8966 
Arson Hotline ........................................................................................................800-252-2947 
Arts Council, Illinois ............................................................................................800-237-6994 
Cancer Information Service .................................................................................800-422-6237 
Child Abuse and Neglect......................................................................................800-252-2873 
Citizen Action, Governor’s Office ......................................................................800-642-3112 
Citizens Utility Board (CUB)................................................................................800-669-5556 
Client Assistance Program (Disability Rights) ..................................................800-641-3929 
Consumer Protection Hotline, Attorney General 

Springfield .........................................................................................................800-243-0618 
Chicago................................................................................................................800-386-5438 

Crime Victim Clearinghouse, Attorney General ..............................................800-228-3368 
Drug and Alcohol Abuse Treatment ..................................................................800-662-4357 
Emergency Management Agency, Illinois..........................................................800-782-7860 
Employment Security, Illinois Hotline ..............................................................800-247-4984 
Foster Parenting Hotline ......................................................................................800-624-5437 
Hearing-Impaired Phone Access 

TTY users ............................................................................................................800-526-0844 
Voice users ..........................................................................................................800-526-0857 
TTY distributor ..................................................................................................800-833-0048 
VCO ....................................................................................................................877-826-1130

Housing Authority, Illinois ..................................................................................800-942-8439 
Human Services, Illinois (Cash, Medical, Child Care Assistance; 

Food Stamps, Fraud/Abuse; Mental Health; Developmental Disabilities; 
Women, Infants and Children Program)..................................................................800-843-6154 

Legislative Information ........................................................................................800-252-6300 
Lottery Information ...............................................................................................800-252-1775 
Medicare and Medicaid Fraud or Abuse ..........................................................800-447-8477 
Missing Children — “I-Search” (Illinois) ..........................................................800-843-5763 
Motorcycle Safety Education Program ..............................................................800-322-7619 
Nursing Home Hotline ........................................................................................800-252-4343 
Poison Control (Statewide) ..................................................................................800-942-5969 
Secretary of State’s Office

General Information..........................................................................................800-252-8980 
Driver Services, Seniors Hotline ....................................................................800-252-2904 
Literacy Hotline .................................................................................................800-321-9511 
Organ/Tissue Donor Bilingual Hotline ........................................................800-210-2106 
Securities Department ......................................................................................800-628-7937 
State Library ......................................................................................................800-665-5576 

Taxpayer Assistance (State) ..................................................................................800-732-8866 
Tourism, Illinois ....................................................................................................800-226-6632 
Veterans’ Affairs ....................................................................................................800-827-1000



A Message from 
Secretary of State 

Jesse White

Being knowledgeable about how government operates is key to an 
informed and involved citizenry. To assist in that effort, I am pleased to
present the 2011-2012 Illinois Handbook of Government. In an age of quick
access to information via the Internet, the Handbook represents a traditional,
time-honored resource for Illinois government information. For those 
who prefer an electronic format, the Handbook also is available at
www.cyber drive illinois.com.

As State Librarian, I am proud to feature the Illinois State Library on the
cover along with an article on page 3. Established in 1839, the State Library
has expanded its reach to provide library and literacy programs and serv-
ices statewide, while maintaining its original mission of serving state offi-
cials and employees. Named after the late Illinois Poet Laureate, the Illinois
State Library Gwendolyn Brooks Building has a strong foundation as the
premier information resource for state government as well as the general
public. I encourage you to learn more about the State Library and what it
has to offer by visiting www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

As with tradition, the Handbook continues to feature photos and con -
tact information for Illinois constitutional officers, legislators and members
of Congress, as well as descriptions of the three branches of government. It
also includes the U.S. and Illinois Constitutions to help students and those
wanting to become U.S. citizens study for the required constitution exams.

I hope you find the Illinois Handbook of Government a valuable resource
in learning more about state government and your elected officials.

JESSE WHITE
Secretary of State 

State Amphibian
EASTERN TIGER
SALAMANDER

Illinois

State Tree

WHITE OAK

State Bird

CARDINAL

State Flower
VIOLET

State MineralFLUORITE

STATE FISH

BLUEGILL

State Prairie GrassBIG BLUESTEM

State Animal
WHITE-TAILED DEER

State Dance

SQUARE DANCE

State Soil
DRUMMER SILTY 

CLAY LOAM

State Insect

MONARCH BUTTERFLY

State Fruit

GOLDRUSH APPLE

State Snack FoodPOPCORN

State Fossil

TULLY MONSTER

State Reptile

PAINTED TURTLE

state symbols






